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Giving promotes a sense of social connectedness. It is not always about giving money but about care-giving and helping 
others. The key thing in giving is human connection. During the lockdown period, we could see in the hills and the plains a 
large number of people, especially the tea garden and the migrant laborers, having little or having nothing to depend on.  It 
was an experience of a dark world. During this time many people of goodwill came forward to donate to a desperate cause 
regardless of their own financial standing. It was a realization that one does not need much to be happy in life. No matter 
how much or how little they gave, they had the power to touch the lives of the unfortunate and affect their life in ways 
unintended. Seeing the smiles, gratitude and expressions of hope on the faces, of those they have been kind to, has made the act of giving 
worthwhile. It has perpetuated the cycle of giving, crossing all social, religious and geographical boundaries. It has connected us with each other 
and has made the world a better and a humane place to live in. I sincerely thank all our communities, institutions, social centres, donors 
such as Gayaganga Stiftung, Jesuit Nevett Fund Foundation and SOS India for reaching out to us to reach out to the needy and the 
suffering. The Corona Virus has taught us not to accumulate our resources but to share our good fortune with the wounded humanity. It has 
promoted a culture of corporate and community giving. Mahatma Gandhi said, “The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of 
others.” Giving has indeed promoted our connectedness with each other and inspired further giving with responsibility. 
 
PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM - June 2020 
02: Visit to St Joseph’s College and School 
05: Meeting at Matigara 
08-09: Visitation – Manresa Jesuit Novitiate 
12: Meeting of the Superiors and Directors of Works  
13: Province Consult 
15-16: Visitation – Alipurduar 
21: First Vows – Manresa Jesuit Novitiate 

17-18: Visitation – Uttar Salbari 
24: Meeting of the School Headmasters/Principals 
26-27: Visitation – Rajganj 
28: Formation Commission Meeting 
 
APPOINTMENT BY FR PROVINCIAL 
Fr Cherian Padiyara: Acting Superior, LCE, Namchi, w.e.f. 25 
May 2020 

DIACONATE ORDINATION OF OSHISH TIRKEY
In two of the more memorable and elegantly simple ordinations in recent 
history, Terrence Prendergast, SJ, Archbishop of Ottawa-Cornwall, ordained 
Christopher Kellerman, SJ (UCS), Trevor Rainwater, SJ (UMI), Oshish 
Tirkey, SJ (DAR), Jean Francky Guerrier, SJ (CAN), and Adam Lalonde, 
SJ (CAN), to the diaconate and Kevin Kelly, SJ (CAN), to the priesthood. 
Due to the province of Ontario’s Covid-19 guidelines restricting gatherings to 
no more than five people, the ordinations took place in two separate live-
streamed Masses in the morning and the afternoon of Saturday May 23rd in 
the empty Church of our Lady of Lourdes in Toronto. Both the ordaining 
prelate and the ordinandi wore masks and gloves during the ordination ritual 

and observed appropriate physical distance whenever possible. 
Archbishop Prendergast reminded the men to be ordained and 
their families and friends watching from home that: “No matter 
what our conditions – and many in our world are suffering much 
more than we from isolation and other restrictions – God offers us 
always the ‘paradoxical joy’ of the Risen Lord.”  

By Fr Michael J. Rogers, SJ (UNE) 



COVID-19 RELIEF WORK 
Due to Covid-19 epidemic and the resulting lockdown in India, a 
large number people were affected.  Besides our individual 
institutions, Darjeeling Province reached out to the poor and the 
needy in villages and tea gardens such as Singla, Lepcha Busty, 
Tukvar, Soom, Gayaganga, 
Bhojnarayan, areas around 
SASAC (Woodcot), Kelabari, 
Fagu, and Gorubathan with 

essential items of food such as 
rice, lentil, pulses, oil and 
vegetables through our 
institutions such as St Joseph’s 
School, HLDRC, Jesu Ashram, 
Jesu Niketan School, SASAC 

and Loyola School.   We spent a total of ₹ 10,74,914. We are 
indebted to the generosity of Mr Hanspeter Reichmuth, Mrs 
Patrizia Biaconi and Mr Phil Nevett all of whom contributed 
substantial amounts for the relief work. 

Fr Joe Victor 
INFANT JESUS MISSION, SITONG 

Fr Immanuel visited every family of the mission and distributed 
Holy Communion to the faithful, thus deepening their spiritual life 

during the time of the current crisis of 
the Covid-19 epidemic and the countrywide lockdown. He spends 
much time cultivating the land. The parish community distributed 

food items among eighty poor families 
of the neighbourhood. Online 
teaching is not possible at Sitong. 
However, the staff members keep in 
touch with the parents of the students. 
Heeding to the call of Pope Francis to 
keep the day as a global day of 
prayer and fasting, we had a grace 
filled adoration on 14 May. On the 
same day the school staff had a day 
of orientation on ‘creative leadership 
for facing the challenges of today’. 

We are happy to announce that the process of registration and 
mutation of 5.12 acres of land in our possession has been 
completed.  

Fr Henrick Immanuel  
 
 

HUMAN LIFE DEVELOPMENT &RESEARCH CENTRE (HLDRC) 
Month of May was a 
hectic time for HLDRC. 
We undertook much 
relief work primarily by 
way of distributing food 
kits to the needy 
especially in the tea 
gardens of the terai 
and the Dooars region.  
We reached out to five 
tea gardens in Kalchini 
Block, two in 
Madarihaat block, two 
in Dhupguri block and 
four in Nagrakata 
block. We also did 
relief work among the 
stranded students 
within Matigara block. 
Due to the efforts of 

Shrimati Anuradha Talwar, we were well supported by the ‘Right 
to Food Campaign’ of North Bengal unit.  

HLDRC constructed a 
bore well and water 
tanks as part of its 
drinking water project 
at Ramjhora tea estate 
near Bhutan border. 
This would help in 
supplying safe drinking 
water to one hundred 
and twenty 

households.  We are indebted to Mrs Patrizia Biaconi, and SOS 
India.  The Lok Manch network is actively facilitating obtaining of 
ration cards for those who do not have them. Many poor and the 
needy families fall outside the purview of welfare programs of the 
government, due to them not having ration cards. We have opened 
fifteen ‘Help Desks’ in the tea gardens of the Terai and the Dooars 
for educating illiterate labourers on government welfare schemes. 

Fr Pascal Xalxo 
ST PETER’S, GAYAGANGA 

There is much bonding in the community after having spent so 
much time together during the lockdown in the country. Fr Nabor 
guided an eight day retreat for FC Sisters of Navjeevan hospital 
and St Mary’s School. Fr Simon and Br Robert have been busy 
correcting the answer scripts of Madhyamik and HS exams. Fr 
Gabriel Tirkey and Fr Arul (DUM) went back to their communities 
after having spent their time recuperating from illnesses.   
Fr Arul, while he was with us, cooked some delicious meals for the 
community. In fact, cooking has been a special feature of our 
bonding together during these months. Each one tried out their 
culinary skills. We discovered in our garden a variety of leafy 
vegetables which we had taken for weeds..  

Sch. David Minj 
JESU ASHRAM 



Normal life has been disrupted in Jesu Ashram. Fear, worries and 
anxiety dampened the zeal for service. All outreach programs and 
outdoor clinics in villages and tea estates have been suspended for 
now. Jesu Ashram had to close its gates for the destitute for the 
very service of whom the institution was established for fear of not 
infecting one hundred and fifty patients in our care. Our 
predicament today is that we are unable to take part in the passion 

of Jesus fully!   However, 
we have been helping the 
needy in other ways. The 
core team of Jesu  
Ashram, consisting of five 
Jesuits and three Sisters 

of the Daughters of the Cross have been busy in relief work among 
those affected by Covid-19 epidemic. The nursing students under 
the guidance of the Sisters 
stitched a large number of 
masks for doctors, nurses, 
and other medical 
personnel.  Tea garden 
labourers in dire need were 
provided with food kits comprising of rice, dal, oil, and other 

essential items for daily 
sustenance. In this we 
collaborated with 
HLDRC, Sisters of the 
Holy Cross, Seva 
Kendra, Asha Niketan 
School, Bethany and 
FCC Sisters, and the 
Bishop of Bagdogra. 
Together we have been 
able to reach up to 1172 

families at fourteen different localities. Jesu Ashram has so far 
spent ₹1,16,809 for relief work. We believe in the maxim, ‘trust in 
God, do your bit and rest will be done by Him.’  
With the help of Mr Phil Nevett and our local benefactors, Jesu 
Niketan School provided food materials to two hundred and sixty-
five students in their homes on 27 May.  

Fr Julius   
ST VINCENT’S, HATIGHISA 

A concerted Covid-19 relief work was undertaken under the 
leadership of Fr Alex, the parish priest and Fr Lawrence, the 
headmaster. They reached out to the poor families of Rakam Jote 
Basti, Saat Bhaiya, Naxalbari, Bijay Nagar’s Tin Line and Bel Line, 
Damdam  Kothi Line,  Sawa Line, Katal Dangi  in Pahargumia tea 
Garden, Jeevan Jote Basti, Prem nagar in Kiran Chandra tea 
estate, Atal tea estate, Lohasing Line and  Mary view tea garden 
with necessary things for daily sustenance like rice, dal, oil and 
pulses. We are grateful to all our donors within and outside the 
parish who generously contributed to help the people during the 
lockdown. We also thank Mrs Patrizia Bianconi for her generous 
help to the people of Hatighisa.  
Fr Pascal Ekka baptized two babies on Ascension Sunday. Fr 
Lawrence directed an eight-day retreat for FC Sisters at Hatighisa 
from 5-12 May.  Fr Alex, Sr Mukti, FC, Fr Alvin and the parish 
catechist, Shri Ruben make regular visits to the old, sick and the 
needy of the parish and distribute Holy Communion. We celebrated 
the birthday of Sch. Rajasekar on 21 May 2020. The day was 
marked by the morning Mass, melodious birthday greetings from 
FC Sisters, a special lunch with the boys in the hostel and a 
sumptuous evening dinner with Jesuit brethren in the community.  
St Vincent’s School, Hatighisa is conducting online classes for the 
senior students of classes 9, 10 and 12 during the lockdown 
period.  

Fr Alvin Minj, SJ 

MANRESA JESUIT NOVITIATE, KALIMPONG 
COVID-19 has made us realize our vulnerability and dependency. 
Special prayers are being offered for all our affected brothers and 
sisters. Due to the lockdown, the novices are unable to go out for 
their weekly ministries and other major experiments.  
Classes are going on normally. Monthly recollection was observed 
from 15 May evening to 16 May noon. Fr Master guided the 
second year novices while the first years were guided by Fr 
Socius. The first year novices delivered their declamation on 19 
May. On 20 May the second year novices presented their Marian 
Homilies. All of them performed amazingly well with enthusiasm 
and full of life. Although we have almost a month, the second year 
novices are busy preparing themselves interiorly as well as 
exteriorly for their upcoming first vows. Br Gabriel Gurung, SJ is 
busy repairing and maintaining the house with all the expertise he 
has.  

Novice Binod Toppo  
ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, NORTH POINT, DARJEELING 

In mid-May another round of 
relief materials were 
distributed to about one 
hundred families in Soom Tea 
Garden, Upper Harsing Busty 
and to the people living below 
Divya Vani. Fr Stanley 
coordinated the relief work. 
Vikas Kendra and the villa 
house at Singla have been 
made available to the local 
authorities as and when they 
need those places to 
quarantine people coming 
from outside Darjeeling and 

West Bengal. A combined 
birthday celebration was held 
for Fr Ajay Raj Lakra, Fr 
Henricks Emmanuel and Fr 
Anuranjan Ekka. The 
community had a recollection 
during which Fr Peter 
Bhujel, Fr Ajay Raj Lakra, 
Fr Henricks Emmanuel, Fr Jayantilal Patel and Sch. David 
Ekka were present along with the NP School Community. We 
shared our personal faith experiences of the past two months’ 
shutdown due to the pandemic. Fr Frank Subba is in the Novitiate 
directing a retreat for the Novices. The School online classes are 
going on in full swing. The seventh issue of The NP Weekly has 
been published. There is great enthusiasm among the students 
and parents to contribute to this weekly online magazine. 

Fr K. L. George 
ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, MUNGPOO 

Fr Patel keeps doing the school works while Sch. David continues 
his duty of 
being a 
driver at the 
Covid-19 
quarantine 
center, 
Mungpoo. A 
few medical 
staff of the 

quarantine center visited our school on 3 May. We are grateful to 
our neighbors and parents of our students who sometimes come to 
the school and help us in many ways during the lockdown. 

Sch. David Ekka 



HAYDEN HALL INSTITUTE AND THE PANDEMIC 
A RESPONSE WITH LOVE AND SERVICE 

The COVID-19 Pandemic has clutched the entire world, throwing it 
into a challenging crisis and has proved to be a seminal moment in 
history. Unfortunately, many more crises were set into motion due 
to the lockdown measures - transport, health, food and social 
contact. Hayden Hall Institute has tried to respond to these fallouts 
through a comprehensive relief plan, living up to its motto - Human 
Development through Love and Service.  
We identified the vulnerable groups - workers of closed tea 
gardens, porters, the elderly, persons with disabilities, pregnant 
women, rag-pickers, slum dwellers, migrants, scheduled castes 
and scheduled tribes, persons without acceptable documentation 
as well as smaller institutions involved in relief work, health care 
workers, local government officials and the police. We then set out 
to address multiple problems. Firstly, lack of access to the PDS 
system (free rice, flour and sugar) due to lack of updated ration 
cards or eligible documentation especially among migrants. Also, a 
lack of access to food items due to lockdown rules, dwindling 
savings to buy essentials due to loss of work, inability of the elderly 
and those with disabilities who do not have immediate family 
members to carry the essentials long distances. Secondly, a lack 
of access to basic health care due to health care restricted to those 
employed by the tea companies and closed tea gardens. Another 
problem was the lack of awareness of preventive measures like 
wearing clean masks in conjunction with the low availability of 
masks and lack of reusable masks. Thirdly, a lack of knowledge of 
the schemes of the government available as relief.  
We decided to approach the problems through provision and 
distribution of dry rations and nutritious essentials on field after 
conducting surveys and need assessment around our centres 
through our Community Development Workers. We received 
invitations from a CBO/ local government/ Individuals which was 
followed by a meeting with representatives to assess the situation, 
to request for a list of beneficiaries in dire need and to agree on 
organisation. This was then followed by ordering the supplies from 
Siliguri on credit basis, weighing and packing portions per 
household in cloth bags by our staff, stocking up medical supplies 
and setting out for distribution. We collaborated and funded relief 
work of smaller local organisations and partners especially in 
remote locations like St Ignatius Church and Loyola High School, 
Kelabari. We set up a medical camp for locals with basic medical 
assistance and advice including blood pressure checks, sugar level 
checks, vitamins and basic medicines for gastritis, hypertension, 
allergies, common flu, cough, general weakness and deworming 
through our in-house nurse and trained paramedics. We produced 
and distributed double layered cotton masks that can be washed, 
reused and are biodegradable, especially providing them to the 
health care workers through the District Hospital and to the Police.  
As on May 16, we have served 2,356 households, providing a 
total of 23,439.7 Kgs of ration. We have also distributed 1,528 
masks free of cost and provided basic medical assistance to 
547 individuals. Our relief work expenditure stands at 
₹ 14,27,395. 
Our regular programs were affected by the lockdown restrictions. 
To help keep the continuity, our Education team started providing 
helping all our students through our teachers of the study centres 

through apps and online media. The Livelihood and 
Entrepreneurship team is working on producing attractive masks 
for post lockdown sales. We are also working on a plan for 
reopening the Institute. 
As lockdown measures are slowly being easing out, we foresee the 
need to continue providing relief since the restrictions are being 
lifted in phases and it continues to have an impact on the opening 
of markets, tourism and the availability of work which affects the 
income of families and access to food, transport and medical 
services. In addition, other civil organisations have exhausted their 
funds and we are expecting to fill in the gap. We are extremely 
grateful to our staff, centre personnel in Darjeeling, Kalimpong and 
Jalpaiguri districts, funding agencies, partner institutions and 
individual donors who are ensuring that we are able to reach the 
most vulnerable at the margins of our society in the remotest areas 
without holding back. 

Dipika Adhikari, Virgil Vihaan Sequeira 
NBSXC, RAJGANJ 

We continued our 
relief work in the 
month of May. 
This time 
reaching out to 
more than three 
hundred families 
of tea garden 
labourers of 
Diphu Line at 
Shikarpur tea 
estate. As has 
been wont, many 
local politicians 
and members of 
the local 
administration 
showed up. They 
wanted to be 
seen as the force 
behind the relief 
measures 
undertaken by us. Online lectures are going on with some success 
although it is difficult to gauge the impact of it. Fr Lalit and Fr 
Xavier participated in many national level webinars organised by 
well-known organisations. We have ensured that the ‘college 
engine’ is not turned off but running with relatively slow speed. We 
are keeping ourselves busy with bank work, NAAC preparation and 
eventual coming of exams and admissions. Group D and daily 
wage workers have ensured that college looks neat and clean by 
regularly coming for their duties. In the community, Fr Gabriel, our 
superior and Br Broney are back. Community has continued to 
participate in regular spiritual activities with three priests taking 
their turn to say the Eucharist and scholastics conducting very 
profound and insightful evening prayers. We escaped the wrath of 
Amphan but one bad evening twenty odd minutes of storm 
hammered the campus, ripping off some tin sheets and uprooting 
weak and feeble trees. We are all looking forward to the lifting of 
lockdown as if waiting for the new dawn! 

Fr Lalit 
REST IN PEACE 

Fr Michael Hawkins, SJ (DAR), 83/62, 30 April 2020 
Fr Jerome D'Souza, SJ (BOM), 70/45, 1 May 2020 
Fr Thomas Anthraper, SJ (KER), 90/70, 06 May 2020  
Fr George K Pulparambil, SJ (MDU), 91/71, 22 May 2020 

 
 
 


