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Dates to Remember 
07th November:  

 At 9.00 AM – Meeting with the Superiors, DOWs, and Commission Heads 

 At 2.00 PM – Meeting with the Religious and Lay Collaborators 
08th November: Meeting with the Consultors at 2.30 PM 
17th November: Vocation Promoters Meeting at 9.30 AM 
18th November: Formation Commission Meeting at 9.30 AM 

 

Left the Novitiate 
Novice Kishore Barla on 31st October 
 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, DARJEELING 
The Table Tennis teams of St Joseph’s College 
participated in the Inter College Table Tennis 
Tournament 2022 at the district level organized by 
the Kalimpong College. While the girls’ team won 
the match, the boys’ team lost in their semifinal.  A 
three day “Nature Walk” led by Fr Frank Subba was 
organized for the forty five AICUF students of St 
Joseph’s college from Kaijale to Gorkhay from 

October14 to 16, 2022. The main purpose of it was 
to learn about the environment with activities such 
as observation of flora and fauna, cleaning of 
garbage and interacting with the locals about 
various environmental issues caused by the visitors.  
 
Kudos to Badminton Teams both men and women 
who  became the Champions in the team events of 
Dr. Gour Ch. Kundu Memorial Inter College 

Provincial’s Program – November 2022 

01-02 Visitation-SN &LC, Chennai 
07-08 SWOT Committee Meeting 
14- Inaugural Keynote Address at LCE (AM) 
 Meeting with the Province Revisor (PM) 
15- Visit to St Vincent’s – Parish/H.S./Community 
17-  Vocation Promoters Meeting 
18- Formation Commission Meeting 
19- Jubilee Celebrations – Kalimpong 
23- Visit to NBSXC/Xavier Niwas/Hostel 
24- Vocation Promoters Meeting – South Asia 
25- Silver Jubilee Celebration - Kainjalia 
27-28 Meeting with Mrs. Patrizia, SOS India, Italy 
 

POPE’S INTENTION 
FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

For children who suffer: 
We pray for children who are 
suffering, especially those 
who are homeless, orphans, 
and victims of war; may they 
be guaranteed access to 
education and the 
opportunity to experience 
family affection. 
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Badminton 
Tournament 
2022-23 
organized by 
Sports Board, 
University of 
North Bengal 
from October 19 
to 21 in the NBU 
campus. Akansha 
Pradhan (Zoology 
Dept) Prapti 
Mukhia (BBA 

Dept) and Rishap Thapa (B.A) are selected to 
represent the University for the Eastern Zone 
Badminton Tournament. Congratulations to Prerna 
Pradhan of Zoology and Ankit Pradhan of Botany 
for securing the 1st and 2nd place in painting 
competition and to Udgam Thami for the 2nd place 
in Declamation contest organized by Nehru Yuva 
Kendra Sangatan on 19 October at GDNS. Fr 
Pragasan Chinnapan was in Don Bosco University, 
Guwahati from October 14-25 for his Ph.D. related 
works. 

NORTH BENGAL ST XAVIER’S COLLEGE, RAJGANJ 
On 29 September, college was declared closed for a 
month-long puja vacation including Dushera and 
Diwali-Kali Puja. Despite holiday, our football and 
badminton team participated in the inter-college 
tournaments organized by the University of North 
Bengal, with our badminton single and doubles 
team reaching the quarter finals. In the third week 
of October, some AICUF students, including a 
national team (NT) member from our college 
attended their meeting in AICUF house, Chennai. 
During the early part of the month Fr Deven 
Yonzon, Fr Lalit Tirkey and Fr Bijay Kindo made 
their annual retreat at different places while Fr 
Gabriel Tirkey rested due to his poor health. Fr Bijay 
also accompanied the Swiss donors to Uttar Salbari. 
Thereafter they visited the college and Xavier Niwas 
along with province treasurer. After the retreat Fr 
Deven went off to Kathmandu to visit some of his 
family members after a long period. Fr Lalit took 
some time off after his retreat to visit current 
college and some prospective students in Malbazar 
and Zooranti tea garden of Chalsa area. Thereafter, 
he proceeded to Chennai to participate in the 
meeting of all province convenors of higher 
education at Loyola Institute of Business 

Administration (LIBA). Earlier in the month, the 
community was also privileged to have the visit of 
POSA, Fr Stanislaus D’Souza, followed Fr Sebastian 
Jeerakassery, the Asst. General Treasurer, Rome. 
Community will be now short of one Jesuit, as 
towards the end of the month it was informed that 
Sch. Ashish Basumatary who was admitted to 
1st Year in Political Science would have to 
discontinue his studies in order to completely 
recover from the Tuberculosis that he had 
contacted in the Juniorate. 

ST VINCENT’S, HATIGHISA 
Fr Alex Beck, the Parish Priest, went on a trek to 
Sandakpu with 9 parishioners. He then took 34 Crus 
Teen to Darjeeling for an exposure and thereafter 
he was busy with nuptial enquiries. 24 adults are 
being prepared for the sacrament of Baptism. A 
meeting of Catechists and the members of the 
Mahila Sangh was convened at different times to 
prepare for the feasts of Christ the King and 
Christmas. 40 Parish youth participated in the 
Diocese Youth Convention at Bagdogra.  
 
Fr Lawrence Thanislaus attended the PCE’s meeting 
in Bangalore during the 1st week of October. HIs 
elder sister, younger brother, and his family stayed 
with us visiting several missions and other places. Fr 
Philemon Tirkey stayed with us for a few days while 
he was undergoing medical treatment. On the 2 

October, our benefactors Miss Dana and Miss 
Janina from Zurich, Switzerland made a maiden visit 
to Hatighisa mission. They were very happy to see 
the services rendered to the poor and were very 
appreciative of our work. The School is very grateful 
to Jesuits International, Switzerland, for their 
generous help.  Fr Stanislaus D’Souza, the 
Conference President (JCSA), accompanied by Fr 
John Wilfred Lobo, Provincial, and Fr Xavier 
Alangaram, Socius, was welcomed on 14 October at 
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St Vincent’s. He spoke to the faculty and the 
students inspiring them to be men and women for 
and with others. He exhorted them to be active 
partners and ardent collaborators in our mission.  
 
Fr Sebastian Jeerakassery, Assistant General 
Treasurer, accompanied by Fr Joe Victor, the 
Province treasurer visited us to have a first-hand 
information about our mission. Fr David (DUM) with 
two professors and 24 students from St Xavier’s 
College, Dumka spent two days at St Vincent’s to 
learn more about the tea industry. Mr Selvam from 
Matigara gave a PPT presentation which was well 
appreciated. We were very delighted to have such 
distinguished guests amidst us during this month. 
The school was closed for Puja, Diwali and Chhath. 
When the students had gone home, the staff and Fr 
Fredrick Baraik were busy correcting papers and 
tabulating the marks. During the puja vacation the 
candidates remained with us. Sch Prabhu Bhengra 
takes Spoken English and faith formation classes for 
the candidates.   

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, DARJEELING 
St Joseph’s had a short vacation on Durga Puja and 
Diwali. North Point staged its major production, a 
musical play “Joseph and his Amazing Technicolor 
Coat” for the students of other schools, parents and 
alumni on different days which was well 
appreciated by the audience. The Sports’ Day was 
held on 30 September in which Ms Songmit Lepcha 
DIG of North Bengal was present as the Chief Guest. 
It was followed by the Rector’s Day on 1 October. 
The DM of Darjeeling District was present as the 
Special Guest. This time the awards were given to 
students on acting, singing, debate, dance and 
choreography as well. There were two new awards 
introduced this year by the Rector; Fr Van gold 
medal was awarded to Mr Sonam Galtshen, a very 
old renowned alumnus of NP, for his service to the 
school and Magis gold medal was awarded to late 
Mr D. N. Pradhan. The North Point batch of 1970 
alumni visited the school and was taken aback to 
their school memories. The Inter-School Athletics 
Meet was held at St Paul’s and the NP boys were 
the champions in open, A and B Divisions, making 
NP the overall champions. The school organized a 
trip to Europe for the students for 12 days. The 27 
students were accompanied by Fr Leo Thomas along 
with two other teachers in Switzerland, Italy and 
France. Fr John Banerjee attended the PWPN 

meeting in Pune.  Br P. D. Vincent went home to 
attend the funeral of his brother in law who 
suffered a cardiac attack. Fr Anuranjan Ekka was 
away at Matigara to make his retreat. The 
scholastics went to different mission stations, 
namely Kankeybong, Rimbik and Sittong for a week 
during the absence of the Fathers who were making 
their retreats. During the Diwali vacation, the 
scholastics went to Sandakphu for a trek.  

GANDHI ASHRAM, KAMLIMPONG 
A Story of Courage, a musical tribute to Fr McGuire 
on Founder’s Day was a huge success, reaching out 
to our parents and children in Nepali and reiterating 
our commitment to his legacy. Taking cue from the 
Ignatian way of praying, in order to inculcate a habit 
of stillness, reflection and seeking depth in the 
everyday, morning assemblies now include 
meditative and imaginative prayer. The positive 
outcomes are seen from the response from 
students and teachers, referring to the themes 
during the day in class, as well as sharing how they 
had certain insights and realization. Before we 
broke for Dashain, we meditated on the 10 heads of 
Ravana relating it to our own lives - how everything 
starts with good, but in excess, turns to evil, and 
how we can also nurture the good in face of the evil 
we encounter. 
 
Our project - Furniture and Learning Infrastructure 
came through, putting new desks and chairs 
carefully designed by us as well as chart display 
wooden strips, in every classroom. In addition, our 
Visual Arts and Music Rooms received new plastic 
stools, our Music and Drama Rooms received 
mirrors for checking posture and expression, soft 
boards and white boards. This has taken the 
teaching-learning experience to a very promising 
level. 

 
The Health and Community Services Team discussed 
the outcomes of the Village Zone Meetings. A SWOC 
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was done for each of the 8 Village Zones and they 
were ranked in the order of risk. Family Day was 
constituted to get parents/ guardians to play various 
individual, pair and team games alongside their 
child/ ward, and bring a dish to the potluck in their 
village zone on a Saturday. The overwhelming 
response from two zones so far has confirmed that 
this event directly puts the child at the centre of the 
family and the village. Our team of Hindu teachers 
put together a wonderful Tihar celebration 
complete with Bhailo and Deusi, passing down the 
distinct Nepali way of celebrating the festival of 
light. 

ST PETER’S, GAYAGANGA 
The community members went to make their 
annual retreat from 1 to 9 October in Matigara. On 
12 Oct., Fr Jerome Stanislaus D’souza, President of 
Jesuit Conference of South Asia visited the 
community and Gayaganga mission. Fr Sebastian 
Jeerakassery, the Assistant General Treasurer 
visited the community on 17 Oct. Their visits  were 
moments of joy and grace for the community. For 
the renewal program of the catholic teachers, a 
seminar was organized on 22 Oct. The resource 
person was Fr Matheus Toppo from Bagdogra 
Diocese. On 5 October a seminar was organized for 
the Babas of the parish. About 200 Babas 
participated in the seminar. During Diwali holidays 
children attended catechism classes to prepare 
themselves to receive the sacrament of 
confirmation.    

JESU ASHRAM, MATIGARA 
On September 28th, AMOL from the Lions Club of 
Siliguri paid a visit to Jesu Ashram and extended 
their help by providing sarees for the ladies and a 
day meal for all the patients in Jesu Ashram. We 
sincerely thank them and appreciate their love for 
the underprivileged. From September 26th to 
October 11th, four Cluny Novices with their Novice 
Mistress from Kalimpong joined the Jesu Ashram 
Community for a fifteen-day novitiate experiment. 
With their dedicated service, they have left a lasting 
impression on all in Jesu Ashram. Two of our Jesuit 
Novices from Manresa, Kalimpong, also completed 
their fifteen-day experiment from October 11-26. 
Their dedication to the sick is both inspiring and 
remarkable. Fr Manu Besra SJ of Dumka Province, 
has come for a month from Sitagara Tertianship for 

the experiment. A group of students from St 
Joseph's School, Darjeeling,  visited Jesu Ashram and 
Jesu Niketan Primary School on September 27th. 
They were accompanied by their teacher, Mr. Sajid 
Ahmed. For the school children, they brought 
numerous gifts, clothing, shoes, and stationery with 
them. On the following day, Fr Frank Subba brought 
his students from North Point College to Jesu 
Ashram to give them a firsthand experience of the 
suffering of the sick and destitute.  
 
During the Puja holidays, Fr Alvin Minj and Fr Jose 
Ollukaran made their annual retreat directed by Fr 
Arul Selvam (NEP). Jesu Niketan School reopened 
for regular classes on October 13th. There was a 
handcraft exhibition for classes 1-4 in the school. 
Besides enjoying their holidays, the schoolchildren 
kept themselves busy preparing for the school 
exhibition during Pujas/Dasseras. We would like to 
express our gratitude to Mrs Patrizia Bianconi, 
President of SOS, India for providing support to Jesu 
Niketan School to purchase textbooks, stationery, 
school furniture, sound systems, and install 
ventilators in the school building for the students.  

ST PAUL’S CHURCH, KURSEONG 
Fr Peter Jong Lepcha went to Tindharia to celebrate 
Mass for the people on the first and second week of 
this month as Fr Patrick Bhutia was doing his annual 
retreat at Matigara. On 23rd Fr Alphonse Lepcha 
took 15 Christeen, youth and two nuns to Sandakpu 
for trekking.  On the same day the church 
celebrated the Diamond Jubilee of the Darjeeling 
Diocese. On this occasion Ms. Jennifer George 
Lepcha gave a brief history of the Diocese before 
the Mass and Fr Giles Goluckmu gave a good 
account of the past missionaries who contributed to 

the growth of the Diocese. While the five parish 
youth went on 25th and 26th to attend the youth 
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recollection conducted by ICYM in Sonada, the 
Jesuit Community had a second round of 
recollection on the vow of Poverty, animated by Fr 
K. L George. 
 
We express our gratitude to Hayden Hall, 
Darjeeling, for the help rendered towards the 
renovation of St Paul’s Church.  

MANRESA NOVITIATE, KALIMPONG 
We were delighted to have Fr Donatus Kujur, along 
with a professor and four students who had come to 
participate in a program at Kalimpong on 27th 
September. The Manresa Community had a 
recollection on Poverty on September 28th and 
29th under the guidance of Fr K.L. George. On 30th 
September, the first year Novices, along with Fr 
Oshish Tirkey, the Socius to the novice master, went 
for a walking pilgrimage to Maria Busty in 
preparation for the Long Retreat. At the beginning 
of October, Fr Oshish went to Matigara to make his 
Annual Retreat. Fr Santy Mathew and Fr Siby 
Joseph paid a visit to Manresa on October 10th. On 
the following day, two Second Year Novices, 
Sandeep Hansda and Ashish Topno went to Jisu 
Ashram for their Hospital Experiment. On the same 
evening, six first Year Novices began their long 
retreat guided by Fr Shaji Joseph, the Novice 
Master. Fr Bijay Kindo from Rajganj community 
made his annual retreat from 8th October. Br 
Gabriel Gurung went to Alipurduar for a couple of 
days to attend the Brothers’ meet.  

 

LOYOLA COLLEGE, NAMCHI 
During the Puja vacation, Fr Ajay Raj Lakra joined 
the Province Annual Retreat in Matigara from 1st to 
9th October. He returned to the community with 
renewed spirit and enthusiasm to continue his 
mission in LCE, Namchi. Fr Justin Thiraveyam went 
to Lepcha Busty Quasi Parish to direct a two-day 
retreat to the parishioners on 4th and 5th October. It 
was his maiden visit to the place and he was 
touched by the simple and deep faith of the faithful. 
Fr Francis George was one of the panelists to speak 
on the topic, “Multidisciplinary Orientation of HEIs 
from Single Streams: cases for and against and steps 
initiated by single stream Colleges” during the 24th 
triennial Xavier Board of Higher Education in India 
on 22nd October 2022 in Goa. He focused on the 

steps taken by the management in transforming 
single stream into multidisciplinary at LCE, Namchi.   
 
We had a number of visitors to the community in 
the month of October. Fr Alfred Toppo (MAP) paid 
a visit to the community prior to attending the 
Revisors’ meeting at St Joseph’s School, Darjeeling. 
Sr Nisha and her social workers’ team from 
Bangalore spent three days in the community 
visiting the tourist places of Sikkim as part of their 
refreshment trip. Fr Sebastian Jeerakassery (DEL), 
the Assistant General Treasurer from Rome paid an 
official visit to the community with Fr Joe Victor, our 
Province Treasurer. Classes are in full swing for the 
3rd semester students and LCE awaits the 
notification from Sikkim University to begin the 
classes for the 1st Semester students. The students 
had a short Puja vacation in the first week of 
October. The students and the staff celebrated the 
festival of lights – Diwali in the campus on 22nd 
October before the short Diwali break.  

LOYOLA NIWAS, UTTAR SALBARI 
An Inter-house football tournament for boys and 
girls was held from 27-28 Sept.  The attraction of 
the tournament was the friendly match between 
the men-teachers and the boys, and the lady 
teachers and the girl students. Fancy dress 
competition was held on 29th and 30th Sept.  These 
activities have strengthened the bonding between 
the students and the teachers. Ms Dana and Ms 
Janina, the Officials from Jesuit Mission, Zurich, 
Switzerland who support  us  for the tuition and 
nutrition program for class 8-10, visited the school 
on the 6th of October. They interacted with 40 
beneficiary students. They were highly impressed by 
the children and their entertainment program, and 
have assured us of their support for one more year. 
We express our heartfelt appreciation to the 
Jesuits International, Zurich, for this support. 
 
40 Parish Krusbeer children along with the 
animators Ms. Prisca Tirkey and Sr Ancina SABS 
participated at the level of the Jalpaiguri diocese 
Eucharistic Crusaders’ convention held at Don Bosco 
Parish, Oodlabari from 1st to 3rd of October. The 
OCD fathers from Dhupguri were generous to give 
their bus for transporting the children. A part of the 
expenses are supported by Ms Patrizia and SOS 
India.  Fr Justin Bage and Fr Basil Toppo attended 
the Province retreat from 1-9 October organized in 

Darjeeling Jesuit Province Newsletter – November 2022                                              5                                                      



Inigo Bhavan, Matigara. We were happy to have 
some guests this month. Fr Stanislaus D’Souza, the 
POSA , accompanied by Fr Provincial and Fr Socius, 

visited us on the 13th  of October. Fr Lalit Tirkey 
spent a day with us on the 13th of October. Fr 
Provincial along with our Jesuit Brothers visited us 
on the 16th October. Fr Sebastian Jeerakassery, the 
Assistant General Treasurer from Rome, 
accompanied by Fr Joe Victor, our Province 
Treasurer, visited us on the 17th of October. Fr 
Lawrence Thanislaus along with his family 
members, visited us on the 19th of October. 20 
youth of our Parish went to Sakyong for a day of 
prayer. They were highly impressed by the 
hospitality of Fr Benny Paul. Thanks to the 
overwhelming support of the Italian Bishops 
Conference (CEI), for enabling us to complete the 
construction of Block-B of the School. We gratefully 
acknowledge the immense contribution of the CEI 
towards this project. Thank you, Ms Patrizia and 
SOS India for your help at every stage of this 
project.  

PREMANJALI, MATIGARA 
Fr Zacheus Dungdung gave an annual retreat to the 
Holy Cross sisters in Kurseong from 2nd to 8th 
October. The month of October being a time for 
celebration, the Pre-Novices went for Durga Puja 
darshan on 4th October. It brought new perspectives 
and a sense of diverse cultures in the young minds 
of Pre-Novices. On 13th October there was one day 
recollection on Poverty for Matigara dispersed 
community at Inigo Bhavan, given by Fr Zacheus. Fr 
Stanislaus D’Souza, the POSA, visited Premanjali on 
14th morning and had a short interaction with the 
Pre-Novices. He inspired the Pre-Novices and the 
staff with his words of encouragement and love. On 
24th Premanjali community had a special prayer 
service conducted by Fr Zacheus, after which the 

Pre-Novices lit diyas on the occasion of Deepavali. 
Pre-Novices are shaping themselves gradually in 
academics and Jesuit way of life. They performed 
short plays on Ignatius and Francis Xavier; delivered 
Bible passages and declamation on the stories 
written by them. Pre-Novices went for their first 
mission exposure to Hatighisa on 29th of October. 
The campus is being beautified by cleaning, planting 
varieties of flowers and bringing up a small nursery 
by Pre-Novices. Fr Zacheus is meeting the Pre-
Novices personally (interview/colloquy) every 
evening for the better accompaniment of the Pre-
Novices.  

XAVIER SANGEETANJALI, MATIGARA 
Xavier Sangeetanjali students were busy preparing 
for the Prayag Sangeet University Exam. Around 
eighty students appeared for the practical and Viva 
exams for different subjects like Bharatanatyam, 
Kathak, Vocal, Violin, Flute, Tabla and Painting. 
Many of our students are taking up music and dance 
as their main studies in different universities like 
Banaras Hindu University; Rabindra Bharati 
University, Sikkim Central University etc. Three of 
our former students have applied for 
post-graduation in BHU. 

 
Our students 
put up a 
short music 
and dance 
performance 
for two 
officials of 
the Jesuit 
Mission, 
Zurich, 
Switzerland, 
accompanied 
by our 

Darjeeling Treasurer Fr Joe Victor. They enjoyed our 
short program and the warm welcome we gave 
them. Some of our Dance students made a trip to 
Darjeeling for a dance performance at Hayden Hall 
for the staff, students and invited guests on the 
occasion of Dassain. It was classical and semi-
classical performance which was thoroughly 
enjoyed by the Hayden Hall guests. We are grateful 
to Fr Paul D’ Souza, the Director of Hayden Hall for 
his warm welcome and caring accommodation. Our 
students also performed classical dance and 
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instrumental music together with Fr Kalyan Tirkey 
and Fr Edward Arokiaraj on the inaugural function 
of Bagdogra Youth convention at Bagdogra 
Cathedral Parish Campus. More than a thousand 
youth and guests were there to see the 
performance and were thrilled by the dance and 
music. 

NEWS FROM BENGALURU 
Jesuit Nivas Community hosted the priestly 
ordination of two deacons on 1st October. Fr Roshan 
Kiro joined some of the community members for 
the priestly ordination of six deacons on 8th October 
in Mangaluru. Jesuit Nivas community was delighted 
to welcome the coordinators for Education of the 
South Asian Assistancy with a fellowship dinner on 
4th October. It was a moment of joy to meet Fr 
Lawrence Thanislaus. Fr Roshan attended the 
young priests meet which was organized at 
Mundgod, Karnataka from 23 to 24 October. The 
classes are going on rigorously along with lots of 
group discussions and assignments. 
 
Sch Reuell Paul was invited to give an orientation 
for students at Jyoti Nivas College on the 15th 
October, and it was well received by the staff and 
students. The following week he conducted a three-
day Magis themed retreat between 23rd and 25th 
October for P.U students at St Aloysius Boys Home - 
as a part of the Karnataka Jesuit Youth Ministry. He 
also had an opportunity to take inputs from Former 
justice of the Supreme Court and Karnataka 
Lokayukta Shri Santosh Hegde on the twin virtues of 
"Contentment and Humanism in public life”.  
 
Sch Arbind Ekka has successfully finished his final 
semester exam and had his graduation day 
celebration on 23 October.  Sch Romiyo Anthony 
finished his mid-term exam. The community had 
gone for a three-day (23 to 25 Oct) picnic to 
Madekeri.  

DHYAN ASHRAM, KOLKATA 
On 23rd September, the Juniorate Dean and his 
assistant went to attend the "South Asian Assistancy 
Juniorate Staff Meeting in Hazaribag, while we, the 
juniors, were busy preparing for the first-term 
examination. On 1st October, after finishing our first 
term examination, we went to Burdwan St Xavier’s 
School community for the Puja vacation. We 

enjoyed our stay over there and learned various 
computer skills conducted by the scholastics. In the 
evening, we went around the town for ‘Pandal 
hopping.’ On 10th October, we started the second-
term classes. In the meantime, we also prepared a 
presentation on "Durga Puja’ and presented it in the 
presence of Dhyan Ashram community. On 17th, 
one of the ex-juniors, Mr Rajesh K.V., who 
happened to be one of the writers and animators of 
"Amar Chitra Katha", gave us some tips on how to 
write a short story. The following week, Fr Shaju 
Sacarai, one of the professors at St. Xavier’s College, 
Calcutta, gave us a course on "The Introduction to 
English Literature." We also had the privilege of 
having Fr Xavier Alangaram, the PCF, with us who 
came for his annual visitation. 

 
 

DE NOBILI COLLEGE, PUNE 
We were glad to have with us Fr John Banerjee and 
Fr Jagdish Parmar, who had come for a meeting in 
Pune. It was indeed a joyful occasion for us to meet 
our province men! We had our semester exams in 
the middle of October. Soon after our semester 
exams, we had our semester break, during which 
the first-year philosophers went to Ajanta & Ellora 
caves and the second years went to Goa. We also 
had a one-day hockey tournament organized by the 
CCA ministry group on the occasion of Diwali 
celebrations. We began our community day 
celebrations on 26th of October. They would 
continue till 28th October. We resume our classes at 
JD from 31st onwards.  

TRIVANDRUM JUNIORATE 
The first term of the academic year successfully 
culminated with exams. It was followed by a 
wonderful cultural tour of central Kerala which gave 
us an opportunity to explore the rich culture of 
Kerala. The second term of the academic year 
commenced on October 3rd, with new academic 
lessons, new offices and new room allotments. On 
October 11, Dasahara, a state festival of Karnataka, 
was grandly celebrated as a Karnataka Province day 
celebration. The Juniors of Karnataka Province 
conducted a dazzling programme on that day. On 
October 13, a three-day course on Art Appreciation 
was conducted by Fr Roy of Kerala Province. This 
course included a visit to the Art Gallery on the 
second day of the course. Since October 18th, we 
have been having PPT presentations of different 
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provinces and some prominent Jesuits by the juniors 
as part of their curriculum.  

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITY (CLC) 
Ms Dana and Ms Janina, Officials from Jesuit 
Mission, Zurich, Switzerland, interacted with our 
CLC members on 3rd Oct. We are glad to have them 
in our midst and the meeting was very fruitful. CLC 
members are highly indebted to them for their 
helping hand.  
 
After many years of hiatus, Christian Life 
Community of Darjeeling Diocese/Province 
organized the World CLC Day from 7th to 10 October 
at Claretian House, Sonada. Fifty CLCers, Youths and 
Adults participated from all the units of Singamari, 
Kurseong, 8th Mile and 5th Mile Kalimpong,  
Kankebong, and Sakyong. The theme of the World 
CLC Day was chosen as “Conversion to 
Commitment” and all the talks and discussions were 
based on this theme. On 7th Oct., first day Fr Frank 
Subba welcomed all the participants and introduced 
the theme and oriented them to be committed 
CLCers in their own units and in the whole diocese 
and the province. On 8th Oct. Bishop Stephen 
Lepcha graced the World CLC Day with his presence, 
and he addressed the CLCers gathered for the 
occasion and offered the Holy Eucharist for all. In his 
address, he appreciated all the CLCers for following 
the Ignatian way of Life in practicing and living out 
the Ignatian Spirituality. In the later part of the day 
we had a talk on ‘Three Pillars’ of CLC: Spirituality, 
Community and Mission. Talks on Three Pillars 
were given by Mr Evan Moktan (President); Mr 
Prakash Francis Gurung (Joint Secretary) and Mr 
Michael Tamang (Advisor).  
  
On 9th Oct., Fr. Paul D’Souza gave a talk on 
‘’Discernment of the Spirit”. All the CLCers highly 
appreciated his talk which was very practical. Fr 
Paul also offered the Holy Eucharist for the day for 
all of us. Later part of the day we all engaged in 
group discussion and action plans. All the units 
came up with one action plan and one unique 
mission they want to take up in their respective 
units as CLCers when they go back to their parishes.  

POPE’S WORLDWIDE PRAYER NETWORK 
During the month of October, Fr John Banerjee 
attended the meeting and training program in Pune 
on PWPN (POPE’S WORLDWIDE PRAYER NETWORK 
and EYM - Eucharist Youth Movement). We were 35 
participants from all over India with a few lay 
people. This was his second training program after 
he took over from Late Fr William Bourke. 
 
PWPN - POPE’S WORLDWIDE PRAYER NETWORK: To 
pray and work to meet the challenges identified by 
our Pope through his monthly intention, challenges 
faced by humanity and the needs of the Catholic 
Church and to assist the Church in its mission 

 
Mission: To be apostles in daily life. HOW- walking a 
spiritual path called “Way of the Heart, (I live my life 
with a generous heart to serve Christ’s mission). 
This is a new way of evangelization and new method 
to make people aware of the Pope’s intention and 
universal participation. As a coordinator of PWPN, 
Darjeeling Province Fr John would like to request 
our readers to encourage the parishioners especially 
the holy childhood/Crus-vir children and the youths 
to begin the day reciting daily offerings and praying 
with the Pope the intention of the month.  
 
Thanks for the support by the province and the 
school community.  

 

COJET 2022 
The province is thankful to St Joseph’s School, 
Darjeeling, for hosting the COJET-2022 meet (Oct. 8-
13) and making all the arrangements, including the 
transport. 24 members participated, including Fr 
Stanislaus D’Souza (POSA) and Fr Sebastian 
Jeerakassery (Asst. Gen. Treasurer). All were very 
happy. Thanks to Arrupe House community for 
accommodating 10 participants and hosting a 
dinner. 

REST IN PEACE 
Fr Lancy Pinto (BOM)    89/60        5th October 
Fr Antonio Falces (GUJ)   81/65        8th October 
Fr Rappai  Poothokaren (GUJ) 78/61      24th October 
Fr George Nedungattu (KER)   90/72      26th October 
Fr Ornellas Coutinho (GUJ)   80/61      27th October
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“He learned by experience that one train of thought left him sad, the other joyful. This was his 

first reasoning on spiritual matters.”― Ignatius of Loyola, The Autobiography of St. Ignatius 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/367346

