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GANDHI ASHRAM, KALIMPONG 
We have ended the year after Term 2 Written 
Evaluations, Trimester 3 Exams for Classes 9 and 10, 
School Awards Day and Christmas Celebrations. At 
the same time, we spelled out our Admission Policy 
and completed our admission process through 
December and January - House Visits and 
Interviews. We spent 3 days together with staff 
playing games, discussing, presenting, debating, 
reflecting and clarifying our problem statement, 
vision, mission, goals and objectives in a 3-day 
Workshop facilitated by a development professional 
from Kalimpong, Ms. Pasang Lhamu Bhutia. The 
central objective of this exercise is to ensure 
sustainability of the organisation in terms of 
Programs, Finance and Leadership in order to 
maximise our impact. This process is ongoing and 

the final outcome will be a Strategic Document 
including Policies, Procedures and SOPs as well as an 
Annual Implementation and Monitoring Plan and 
Budget.  
 
The Music and the Arts Team spent 10 days training 
in Mumbai with the Symphony Orchestra of India 
(SOI), J’s Academy, Speech Matters, AVID Learning 
and the Royal Opera House, Drama Department at 
Wilson College as well as attending concerts and 
exhibitions and meeting our key supporters, 
Furtados Music. It has been a fulfilling experience, 
thanks to the funding support through the SOI and 
several individuals who contributed to our 
crowdfunding campaign online. Our campus road 
carpeting has been completed through the kind 
assistance of the local authorities. While the School 

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM 
February 2023 

01- Province Consult 
 Meeting with Jesu Ashram Jesuit Staff 
07- Meeting in Kurseong at SHS 
09- Online SWOT Analysis Meeting 
11- Secondary School Commission Meeting 
12- Arrival of Regional Assistants 
13- Arrival of Father General  
           (At Bagdogra) to DUM 
15-18 Visit of Fr Klaus and his team 
18-27 JCSA Meeting – JAM 
28- Visit to Kalimpong – Land  
 

POPE’S INTENTION 
FOR FEBRUARY 2023 

 
For parishes: We pray 
that parishes, placing 
communion at the 
Centre, may increasingly 
become communities of 
faith, fraternity and 
welcome towards those 
most in need. 
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Auditorium work is in full swing, we have 
commenced the construction of our Academic Block 
Student Washrooms through kind support to our 
WASH project. Our parents have enthusiastically 
responded to our call to contribute their labour. We 
are in the process of designing Jungle Gyms and 
preparing our grounds for our children’s sport 
needs. Our ABRSM International Sponsorship Fund 
Award 2022 has come to an end and we featured on 
their 10-Year Impact Report.  

Mr Virgil Vihaan Sequeira 

 

JESU ASHRAM, MATIGARA 
Three staff members - Mrs Mary Stella Kindo, Mrs 
Appolina Lakra and Mrs Tarcicia Beck - retired from 
Jesu Ashram on 29 December 2022. Jesu Ashram is 
deeply appreciative of their dedicated and selfless 
service to the sick and the less fortunate. After 
completing three years of nursing education and 
training, 17 of the third-year nursing students bid 
farewell to Jesu Ashram and their colleagues on the 
same day. Fr Julius Kujur thanked everyone 
involved for all their hard work. 
 
On 5 January Miss Priyanka Bara as a new staff 
member and 20 first year nursing students were 
welcomed formally. The first year candidates had a 
three-day orientation led by Sr Geeta FC followed 
by basic English Classes from 9 January. The classes 
are taken by Fr Joseph Victor, Sr Geeta FC, Mrs. 
Shanta and Sch. Lawrence Mudiyappan. From 
January 10–14 Sr Chunku SJC from Darjeeling gave a 
few sessions for the second and third year nursing 
students on "Prevention and Management of 
Diseases”. She enlightened the students with her 
own nursing experiences. 
 
On 21 January a nutrition programme was 
conducted for the HIV affected and malnourished 
children. They were given a food supplement for a 
month. The 26th of January, the country’s 74th 
Republic Day, was a proud moment for Jesu 

Ashram. The students put up an enthralling 
performance with their inspiring speeches, dances 
and singing. 

Sch. Lawrence Mudiyappan 

 

ST PAUL’S CHURCH, KURSEONG 
The New Year began with much needed spiritual 
activities. From January 4-7 Fr Alphonse Lepcha 
took twenty youth to participate in the youth 
convention at St. Augustine’s School, Kalimpong 
organized by ICYM, Darjeeling. From the 4th to the 
10th eight adult CLC members took part in the 
annual retreat conducted by Fr Frank Subba at 
Loyola Pastoral Centre, Matigara. Likewise from the 
10th to the 15th another eight youth attended CLC 
retreat organized in the same venue and by the 
same retreat director. On the 18th Fr Peter Jong 
Lepcha and Fr Devadhass (NEP) took thirteen 
Christeen children for a one-day trekking to 
Caffebari–Balason. Eight hours of continuous walk 
was a memorable day for the children. On the 22nd 
fifteen Christeen children went to Mahanadi for the 
Rosary Prayer. Towards the end of the month Fr 
Alphonse and Fr Devdhass went to Kalimpong and 
Darjeeling to meet the potential candidates to the 
Society of Jesus. Fr Devadhass has been fully 
engaged in visiting families, administering the 
sacrament of the sick and taking catechism classes. 
He is also given the responsibility to guide CLC and 
SCC in the parish. 

Fr Peter Jong Lepcha 

 

ST PETER’S, GAYAGANGA 
Rev. Fr J.W.Lobo, Provincial, was the Chief Guest 
and Mr Sadhan Biswas, Sub-Inspector of Schools, 
was the Guest of Honour for the Annual Sports Day 
on 18 January.   All roads led to St Peter’s school 
grounds on January 26, as Republic Day was 
celebrated on the campus by the staff, students and 
parents/guardians.  The Chief Guest of the day, Sri 
Achintya Gupta, DYSP, Rural, Dist Darjeeling, took 
the guard of honour and delivered the Republic day 
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message. Other dignitaries on the dais included Sri  
Sudipto Sakar, Circle Inspector, Bidhannagar Circle, 
Sri Suman Kalyan OC, Phansidewa, Sri Montosh 
Sarkar ASI & OC, Ghoshpukur Police Camp, Ms 
Roma Rashmi Ekka, Sahakari Sabhadhipati, Siliguri 
Mahakuma Parishad and Mrs Reena Ekka 
Sabhapati, Phansidewa Panchayat Samiti. An 
estimated 7,000 people including priests, religious 

sisters and Heads of Institutes had thronged the 
grounds of St Peter’s to witness the spectacular 
parade and patriotic dances/drills/tableaux 
performed in the campus by almost 5,000 students 
from St Mary’s Girls Higher Secondary School, 
Navjeevan Nursing College and Navjeevan Allied 
Health  Centres. The presence of the Bag Pipe Band 
from St Joseph’s School Mungpoo and drone 
videography under the guidance of Fr Jayantilal 
Patel added colour and vigour to the day’s 
programme.  Fr Gabriel Tirkey who was the superior 
of Xavier Niwas, Rajganj, joined the community on 3 
January on his transfer. While Fr Peter Pappu was 
away from the community, Fr Joseph Xaxa took 
care of the Parish as the Acting Parish Priest. 

Fr Nabor Dungdung 
 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, DARJEELING 

After a gap of two years, St Joseph’s school 
conducted ‘Winter Camp BalKunj 2023’ from 2 
January to 2 February. We had 500 underprivileged 
children from numerous schools registered for this 

year’s winter camp and attended the camp with lots 
of enthusiasm.  The registration for all the children 
and distribution of ID cards and submission of 
medical forms were completed in the first three 
days. The first week began by assigning the duties 
and responsibilities to the volunteers and training 
them in their undertakings. The camp was focused 
more on kinesthetic activities with two subjects 
Maths and English during the normal academic 
periods.  Apart from the normal classes, the children 
had various activities. We had Sur Saarang 
Sangeetalaya – Indian classical vocal workshop 
conducted by the team arranged by the Alumni. Arts 
and Crafts was conducted by Mr Subroto Ghosh 
along with his sister from Kolkata, who is a 
renowned alumnus, who volunteered for the entire 
month in the winter camp.  
 
We had seminars against Human Trafficking along 
with some of the parents of the children, focusing 
on the need for awareness and vigilance from an 
early age to combat the problem. We had different 
Health and Hygiene workshops by the school 
medical groups. Mr Rajen Bannerjee was one of the 
motivational speakers during the camp, encouraging 
the children to be a spark on the ashes. We had 
other activities going on like Classical dance, 
Western singing, Zumba dance, Contemporary 
dance, Football coaching, Fine Arts sketching and 
Origami training where the students were picking 
up their talents. The children were provided with 
sumptuous breakfast and lunch every day. Sch. Arif 
Beck and Sch. Prashant Toppo were staying in 
Mungpoo for two weeks in the absence of Fr 
Jayantilal Patel who was on his home visit.  

Fr Anuranjan Ekka 

ST VINCENT’S, HATIGHISA 
Sch Prabhu Bhengara accompanied the candidates 
to Deonia for a picnic on 2 January.  The candidates 
spent a day in Maheshpur, Nepal and the following 
day they visited the neighbouring missions of Nepal 
Region. Having completed the admissions for the 
year 2023, the academic session began on 5 January 
with a Mass to the Holy Spirit on the 10th. The main 
celebrant was Fr William Tirkey, the Parish Priest of 
Titlidangi. Measles Rubella Vaccination was 
administered to all the students on the 17th by the 
health department, Naxalbari block, Government of 
West Bengal. Thereafter the school had its annual 
sports for three consecutive days. The 74th Republic 
Day was celebrated with a well-disciplined march 
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past, a few colourful patriotic dances, some sports’ 
final events and a thought-provoking speech by Mrs 
Nilima Minj. The Chief guests of the day were Dr 
Suprakash Roy, the Joint Convenor, West Bengal 
Council for Higher Secondary Examination and Mr 
Ram Chhetri, convenor of West Bengal Board of 
Secondary Education, Siliguri. They were 
accompanied by Mr Noel Fleming, one of the North 

Point alumnae.  
The New Year along with pariwardi was celebrated 
in a grand manner in the Parish. Fr Timothy from 
Raphael Academy, Mailanijote was the main 
celebrant. In gratitude to the youth for their 
generous contribution to Christmas celebrations, Fr 
Alex Beck, the parish priest took them for a picnic to 
Dhudia. There was a Christmas celebration at the 
level of the Diocese as well in New Chumpta on the 
8th. 55 women of the parish participated in it.  
 
Fr Philemon Tirkey joined the community on the 
23rd after a short visit to his family members. 
Formerly he belonged to St Xavier’s School 
Community, Alipurduar.  

Fr Lawrence Thanislaus 

NORTH BENGAL ST XAVIER’S COLLEGE, RAJGANJ 
Some important changes took place at the 
beginning of the year with the arrival in the college 
community, Fr John Kennedy as Vice-Superior and 
Fr Sanjiv Lakra who will be waiting to defend his 
PhD thesis before taking up any important 
responsibility. On 3 January, both were welcomed 
while outgoing superior Fr Gabriel Tirkey was given 
farewell in a simple function. New sessions that 
started on 3 January are full of sports activities 
which will culminate on Annual Sports Day next 
month.  Taking advantage of these relatively lean 
periods, the Xavier Niwas community combined a 
picnic with the Kalabari Jesuit community near 
Jaldhaka River which was followed by a college 
staff picnic.  In the meantime, Departments of 

Commerce & Management organised XAMCon’23, 
a 2-day management convention by inviting five 
colleges from Siliguri town at Siliguri Campus. On 10 
Jan the chairman and CEO of SJDA (Siliguri Jalpaiguri 
Development Authority) laid the foundation of the 
alternative pitched road that will connect the 
existing approach road with the national highway. Fr 
Kenney has gone for his home visit while Fr Lalit 
Tirkey after attending all province coordinators’ 
meeting of higher education from north zone will be 
attending JHEASA meeting scheduled at Mangalore.  

Fr Lalit Tirkey 
 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, DARJEELING 
Two NSS units of St Joseph’s College went to 
Jinglam, Takdah for their camp from December 24-
30. The students were engaged in cleanliness drive 
involving the villagers. They also conducted 
awareness programs on different issues such as 
health and hygiene and the importance of education 
through poster presentation. 

 
The College is closed for winter vacation from 23 
December 2022 to 14 February 2023. The college 
men made use of this time for their reading and 
relaxation. Most of them went home for their 
annual holidays. Fr Binay Xavier went to Chennai to 
complete his research work and submitted his thesis 
titled “A Study of Economic Viability of Orchid 
Industry and its Impact on Sustainable Livelihood in 
Darjeeling Himalayan Region” under the supervision 
of Dr A. Jesu Kulandairaj, Loyola College, Chennai 
and Fr Donatus Kujur, Professor and Principal of St 
Joseph’s College, Darjeeling as Joint Supervisor to 
the University of Madras for the award of the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Commerce on 6 
Jannuary 2023. Fr C. Pragasan travelled to Don 
Bosco University, Guwahati for his research related 
works and then proceeded to Chennai for a home 
visit. Fr Donatus Kujur conducted a day of workshop 
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on “Promoting Quality Education through 
Students/Teachers Participation” for the teachers of 
Holy Cross Women College, Ambikapur on 9 January 
2023. Moreover, the winter vacation is being used 
for repair and maintenance of the college campus 
under the able supervision of Fr Pascal Ekka, the 
Estate Manager. Once the work is completed, the 
entire campus will have an elegant look. 

Fr Donatus Kujur 
 

MANRESA NOVITIATE, KALIMPONG 
We had a Christmas celebration on 25 December 
with all the members of the dispersed community at 
Manresa. Fraternal love and union of hearts and 
minds were the experiences of the day.  The 
program involved Carol singing, mimicry and sharing 
of gifts. The community was blessed with the visit of 
many Carol groups with the message of Baby Jesus. 
We too visited the Cluny Novitiate community and 
sang carols for them on 26 December. 
 
We resumed our normal schedule from 2 January. 
The first year Novices went for their village 
experiment on the 7th to Sakyong and Sittong while 
the second year Novices shouldered multiple 
responsibilities in the day-to-day running of the 
house and taking care of the campus. They also 
continued their Sunday neighbourhood ministry in 
the Parish at 5th Mile and BSA. An annual Campus 
Picnic along with Cluny Novitiate Community was 
organized on the 4th of January after two years of 
Covid. It was a well organized event with various 
activities. Fr Oshish Tirkey returned to Manresa on 
the 13th after attending the marriage of his 
youngest brother. Fr Shaji Joseph accompanied us 
for the Final Vows of Fr Nabor Dungdung and Br 
Gilbert Lepcha at Matigara on the 21st of January. 

Novice  Sandeep Hansda 

 

VIDYAJYOTI, DELHI 
On 8 December we had a requiem mass for the 
departed soul of Fr Francis D’Souza. Fr Frank Subba 
presided over the Eucharist. After a gap of two 
years, on 11 December we had a ‘Balmela’ for about 
350 children. To mark the occasion of a Pre-
Christmas celebration in the college on 16 

December, Mr Harsh Mandhar, a renowned human 
right activist was invited to address us all. There was 
a three-day intensive Ignatian Spirituality Study for 
all the scholastics in three different groups from 
December 19-21. It was indeed a wonderful exercise 

for us to go back to our roots and draw some 
inspiration.  
 
We had a unique Christmas celebration on 25 
December. On this day we invited and fed almost 
200 rickshaw pullers and daily wage workers from 
the surrounding places. Soon after the Christmas, 
the Third-Year theologians went for their Diaconate 
Retreat and First Years and Second Years had their 
triduum under the guidance of Fr Shajumon 
Chakkalakkal. The Pongal Celebration in the 
community and the college gave us a sense of unity 
in diversity in the community. As a part of the 
Jubilee Program, on 18 January Fr Rajkumar gave a 
day of recollection for the Clergy of Archdiocese of 
Delhi. There were about 90 priests including three 
bishops for the recollection. On the occasion of the 
74th Republic Day, Sch John Lepcha delivered an 
inspiring and motivating speech. 

Sch. Pankaj Kerketta 

 

NEWS FROM BANGALORE 
Scholastics at Inigo Sadan had a triduum under the 
guidance of Fr George (PAT). Sch. Sohan (KAR) and 
Sch. John Romiyo did their Christmas ministry in 
Halasuru Parish. A three-day Legal Aid course was 
organized for the Scholastics at St Joseph College of 
Law. After completing the course, the Scholastics 
were engaged in St Joseph’s CBSC School giving 
orientation program for the students of Class VII, 
VIII and IX.  
 
St Joseph’s college resumed its new semester from 
9 January. On 16 January the community organized 
“The Masis Day” for Jesuits. All the Jesuits of 
Bangalore were invited for this function. The 
Scholastics of Inigo Sadan put up a beautiful 
program consisting of dance, mime, singing and 
Quiz. It was the first get together hosted by Inigo 
Sadan community and it was well appreciated. Fr 
Roshan Kiro attended the 5th International 
Conference on Counselling, Psychotherapy, and 
Wellness from January 3-7.  

Sch. John Romiyo 
 

VIDYANIKETAN, KERALA 
Soon after the second-term exams in the month of 
December, we had Community Day Celebrations 
(CDC) from December 27-29. Those three days were 
full of fun-filled games and other activities. We were 
fortunate to have a triduum from January 4-8 under 
the guidance of Fr Xavier Tharamel. The most 
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significant experience of the Triduum was the 
renewal of the vows. We began the final term of the 
academic year on January 5. The scholastics of 
Madurai and Chennai provinces conducted the 
Pongal celebration on January 14. The Pongal 
celebration was a wonderful occasion to learn more 
about the culture of Tamil Nadu. Fr Divyanandam 
visited us on January 15 with his Jesuit companions. 
The 26th of January was filled with many 
celebrations. On that day, we celebrated Republic 
Day. The scholastics of Darjeeling and Ranchi 
celebrated the Province Day as well. On this day 
Sch. Pilat made a short Power Point presentation on 
Darjeeling Province. 

Sch. Pilat  Narzari 
 

DHYAN ASHRAM, KOLKATA 

The month of December 2022 happened to be 
pretty hectic for the juniors, starting from the 
second term exam, drama, and Christmas 
preparation.  From the 17th to the 21st, we had our 
second-term exam. On the 23rd, we had a Pre-
Christmas celebration with our co-workers and in 
the evening the juniors performed a play "A 
Christmas Carol" by Charles Dickens. On December 
24 the juniors were sent to two mission stations for 
Christmas vacation, namely Kalna and Chamrusai. It 
was an opportunity for us to celebrate Christmas 
with the Santal people. All juniors returned to the 
Juniorate on December 30.  

 
On the 1stof January, we had a "Thanksgiving" mass 
together with the novices. From the 2nd to the 4th 
of January, juniors had their triduum guided by Fr 
Felix Tete.  On the 14th Bishop Shyamal Bose 
administered to the first-year novices the acolyte 
minor orders. We also celebrated Pongal together 
with the novices. On January 21 the juniors went for 
an outing to the pre-novitiate where we had a 
basketball match with the pre-novices.  

Sch. Praful Lakra 

 

SATYA NILAYAM, CHENNAI 
We began New Year 2023 with two days of Ignatian 
workshop from January 2-3 given by Fr Somy 
Matthew SJ, the PCF of Jamshedpur Province. After 
this workshop we had a triduum from January 4-6. 
The Ignatian workshop helped us to enter into the 
triduum and to look into our own lives how we have 
been journeying with the Lord. On the occasion of 
the New Year Jesuits staying in Chennai had a short 
gathering on the 8th of January. It was a moment to 
share our inner joys and happiness with each other. 
From January 9-10, we had a two-day workshop on 
child protection and safeguarding by Sr Anna Mary. 
This workshop has brought some awareness among 
us about child abuses and violence prevailing in the 
society. On 14 January the community celebrated 
Pongal. It was indeed a unique celebration as 
people from transgender community were invited 
to share a festive meal in the community. This 
month had many seminars but the prominent one 
was a two-day national seminar held on the 24th and 
25th of January, on the theme “The contemporary 
debates on reasonable disagreement in 
multidimensional perspective”. On this occasion 
many distinguished speakers were invited from 
various colleges and universities. 
                                                                      Sch. Anup Minj  
                                                                            

 

 
 

                                 REST IN PEACE 

Fr Benjamin Tigga (DUM)   70/51   on 08th Jan 
Fr Arun Bara (MAP)    33/13  on 10th Jan 
Br Michael Lopes (GUJ)   78/55  on 10th Jan 
Fr Casper J. Miller (NEP)   90/72  on 15th Jan 
Fr Paul Vaz (BOM)    77/55  on 16th Jan 
Fr Robert Menezes (BOM)   76/48  on 26th Jan
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