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FROM THE PROVINCIAL’S DESK 

All those who have consciences are deeply shocked that, despite great efforts at 
reconciliation, the political conflict between Russia and Ukraine has turned into an armed 
confrontation. This confrontation has brought death and destruction and threatened the 
security of the entire world. The peoples of Ukraine and Russia were united at one time by a 
shared history. Today the enormous suffering has fallen on them because of the “madness of 
war”. Anguish and concern is very much felt among many people. Peace that prevailed in coexistence 
between nations is threatened and destabilized by partisan interests. 
 
In the light of the appeal made by Pope Francis to Catholics worldwide, the President of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of India has asked us to fight this war with God’s weapons, namely prayer and fasting 
for the preservation of human lives, especially on March 2, Ash Wednesday. Hence, I request all  the readers 
of this newsletter to pray and priests in the Province to offer Masses to the God of Peace and the Father of 
all for the intention of reconciliation, peace and justice. Psalm 44 reminds us that while sometimes God 
delivers miraculously, at another times he leads his people through times of destruction. In this time of fear 
and uncertainty, we stand in solidarity with the Church in Ukraine and Russia, especially the displaced 
people affected by war and conflict. 
 

FR GENERAL’S APPOINTMENT 
Fr Angelo Sujeewa Pathirana, New Provincial of Sri Lanka 
 

FR PROVINCIAL’S APPOINTMENTS 
Sch. Ashish Basumatari BA (Pol. Sci.), Kolkata 
Sch. Joseph Kerketta  Philosophy, Chennai 
Sch. Jeyaraj Solomon  Philosophy, Chennai 
Sch. Valerian Kujur  Philosophy, Pune 
Sch. Anup Minj  Philosophy, Pune 
Sch. Sawan Rai  Philosophy, Pune 
Sch. Ramhorchan  Philosophy, Pune 
Sch. Arif Beck   Regency I, North Point 

Sch. Prabhu Bhengra         Regency I, Hatighisa 
Sch. Lawrence M.         Regency I, Jesu Ashram 
Sch. Christ Rajan Minj        Regency II, Premanjali 
Sch. John Lepcha         Theology, Delhi 
Sch. Sujit Minj          Theology, Delhi 
Sch. Gorak Rudum         Theology, Delhi 
Sch. Roshan Topno         Theology, Delhi 
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Sch. Roshan Topno has cleared the NET in English. We congratulate him for his success.   
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PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM - MARCH 2022 
01-  Board Meeting – HH & KESWS 
02- Province Consult 
03- Meeting in Gayaganga 
05- Secondary Education Commission Meeting 
10- Mass at Manresa Jesuit Novitiate 
12- Higher Education Commission Meeting 

15- Visitation - Mungpoo 
19- Finance Committee Meeting 
21- Ignatian Leadership Program at LPC 
23- Visitation - Lalmati 
26- NEP-DAR Joint Consult at Deonia 
29- Visitation – Sittong 

 

LEFT THE SOCIETY: Sch. Evan Basnet on 13 February 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 2022 
For a Christian response to bioethical challenges: We pray for Christians facing new bioethical 
challenges; may they continue to defend the dignity of all human life with prayer and action. 
 

WORKSHOP ON PROTECTION OF MINORS AND VULNERABLE ADULTS 
 Workshop on Protection of Minors and 
Vulnerable Adults was conducted for the Jesuits 
below the age of 60 years, on 11th Feb. It was 
organized by the Darjeeling province and 
sponsored by the Darjeeling Diocese Legal Cell 
(DDLC). The seminar was held in Loyola Pastoral 
Centre, Matigara from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. The 
resource persons for the day were Fr Ravi Sagar 
from ISI Delhi, SATS Coordinator and Fr Stanley 
Karakkada, Province Protection Officer. A similar 
workshop was conducted for the Jesuit 
Collaborators working in Schools, Colleges, Parish 
and Social Work on the 12th with seventy - six people. Fr John Wilfred Lobo, the Provincial, initiated the 
seminar by welcoming the resource persons. Some of the acknowledged topics were statutory laws, 
redressal mechanism, best practices, Canon laws and so on. The workshop came to an end on the note that, 
ensuring the safety of minors and vulnerable people is an integral part of the Church’s mission. Participation 
in this mission confirms the conviction that each person has a unique value, being created in the image and 
likeness of God.      

Ms Rhea Lama 
 

DARJEELING AND NEPAL JESUIT BROTHERS MEET 
Darjeeling and Nepal brothers came together for 
the first time for a day and a half recollection cum 
a get together programme began on 13th Feb. 3 
brothers from Nepal and 6 from Darjeeling were 
present for the programme. The first input was 
given by Fr Stanley Karakkada, Rector of North 
point followed by spiritual conversation and 
personal sharing. In the evening Fr Wilfred Lobo, 
the provincial, addressed the brothers with his 
inspiring talk. Fr Xavier Alangaram, the Socius 
celebrated the Eucharist for the Brothers. Fathers 

from the college community blessed us by their presence for the evening dinner. The meeting came to a 
fruitful end with a half day picnic to our villa house in Singla. The brothers want to put on record their 
gratitude to the N.P school community and to Frs. Provincial and socius for their love and guidance. 

Br Vincent P.D. 
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ST PETER’S, GAYAGANGA 
After almost two years of lock down in-person 
classes have begun from 16 February for students 
from Class V to XII. Prior to this the Health 
Department of West Bengal Government conducted 
three Covid-19 vaccination camps for students in 
the age group of 15 and 18.  As a result, the school 
hostel is full of life with 120 students who have 
taken admission for the current academic session.  
 
On the other hand the primary school began the in-
person classes from 21 February. On the first day, to 
make the students feel at home, the teachers went 
out of their way to welcome the children with 
distribution of sweets and masks. The children in 
the primary section are now blessed with drinking 
water facilities supported by Mrs. Patrizia Bianconi, 
the President of SOS India.  
 
In the parish, after many years of waiting the work 
has begun on the construction of a village church in 
Gungaram with the support of the faithful.  The 
village has almost 2,000 Catholics. The land in which 
the Church is built has been donated by the tea 
garden manager at the request of the tea garden 
workers.  
 
A seminar on “Synodal Church” was organized in 
February to foster a broad consultation process in 
order to gather the wealth of the experiences of 
lived Synodality, in its different articulations and 
facets, involving priests, religious and the lay faithful 
at all the different levels.   
 
On 20 February the community was blessed with 
the presence of Fr Xavier Alangaram, the PCF, on 
his annual visit to Sch. Sujit Minj, a regent in the 
School and Hostel.  Thereafter Schl. Minj went 
home for a week to attend his brother’s marriage 
ceremony. On his return, the community spent a 
day in recollection on “Our Vow of poverty in the 
Following of Jesus Poor and Humble” from 28 
February to 1 March.  Fr Joe Victor, the resource 
person, accompanied us all through the recollection 
with his insights and experiences. 

Fr Nabor Dungdung 
 

ST VINCENT’S, HATIGHISA 
The parish sent on 12 February Mr Theodore,  Mr 
Vikash and Miss Jacqueline, the representatives of 
the parish, to participate in a seminar on 
safeguarding the Minors and Vulnerable Adults, 

organized at Loyola Pastoral Center, Matigara, by 
the Province. Fr Ravi Sagar and Fr Stanley 
Karakkada were the resource persons. They 
explained in a simple way different terms, Redressal 
Mechanisms against abuse and maltreatment, 
structure of the Redressal Mechanism, Powers and 
functions of the internal Grievance Cell, different 
Acts, the Church Perspectives and the Best Practices 
to be nurtured in all our places of works. 
 
“Bal Diwas” was celebrated by the Parish on 20 
February with the Eucharist, cultural program and 
various sports activities as a token of love and 
affection for the little ones. There were almost 200 
children gathered for this program.   
 
The community bid farewell to Fr Alvin Minj in the 
second week of February on his transfer to Jesu 
Ashram as the Assistant Director of Jesu Ashram and 
Headmaster of Jisu Niketan School. With his transfer 
Fr Alex Beck, the Parish Priest, has been holding an 
additional responsibility of the minister of the 
community. Fr Lawrence Thanislaus went home in 
the first week of February at the demise of his 
youngest brother Mr John Paul on 30 January.  
 
On 23 February Fr Lawrence, on behalf of Fr 
Provincial, based on his knowledge of the apostolic 
work and the context in which Jesuit life-mission 
takes place, gave a one-day recollection to the 
Jesuits of Premanjali, Jesu Ashram and Prabhat 
Tara-LPC-PJG communities on Our Vow of Poverty. 

It included time for personal prayer, spiritual 
conversation in community and communal 
celebration of the Eucharist. In the school Mr Aiyub 
Allam, an assistant teacher, on his retirement was 
given a farewell on 28 February. He served the 
institution for 31 years. With the drop in Covid 
cases, after almost two years, as per the directives 
of the Education Department, the school has 
commenced the offline classes. This year 378 
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students from different Madhyamik Schools will be 
writing their class X exams in our school and 223 
students of ours will be writing their exam in Bengali 
Medium School, Hatighisa.  
 
The boys hostel is back to life with the strength of 
75 boys. Sch John Lepcha with the help of Sch. 
Gorakh Rudum and Bro. Ritesh has been 
administering the hostel besides his responsibility in 
the Primary Section.   

Sch. Gorakh Rudum 

HLDRC, MATIGARA 
Women Self Help Groups (SHGs) have taken up in 
the Dooars several small scale businesses of income 
generating programs, particularly social agriculture 
programs. We are indebted to SOS-India for 
supporting this program with a Farm Tractor for 
farm operations such as ploughing, harrowing, 
sowing, harvesting and transporting work. 

 
HLDRC has in possession 10 farm units in villages 
and each unit holds approximately 10 acres of land. 
About 40 women SHGs are engaged in Social 
Agriculture project this year. The success of this 
program goes to the collaborative efforts of SOS-
India and Canadian Jesuits International (CJI) with 
HLDRC. Attempts are also being made to reach out 
to another 10 villages by the end of the year 2022 
with study centres as an integral part of the 
community empowerment program.  
 
HLDRC has started Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) 
and Youth Employability Program (YEP) in Gairkata 
Youth Training centre from February 2022.  Classes 
were held online at its initial stage but now they 
have been switched over to offline classes. 
Computer Hardware classes for new batch of 
students are also being held in this Youth Training 
Centre. On the other hand, a six-month Computer 
Hardware & Networking course and job placement 
interviews are in progress in Matigara.  

Fr Pascal Xalxo 

 

MANRESA JESUIT NOVITIATE, KALIMPONG 
Two Cluny novices made their 8-days retreat from 
1 February in preparation for their First profession, 
under the able guidance of Fr Roshan Kiro. It was a 
joyous moment for Manresa Community on 8 Feb 
when the first year novices returned to community 
after their month long village experiment. It was an 
occasion for them to acquaint themselves with the 
Nepali culture, tradition and language in villages. Br 
Gabriel took part in the meeting of the Jesuit 
brothers of Darjeeling province and Nepal region 
on 13 Feb at St Joseph’s School, Darjeeling. 
 
Fr Frank Subba gave bible classes for five-days 
from Feb 14-18 to the Jesuit and Cluny novices at 
Manresa. The course contained multiple 
components such as quizzes, sharing and 
reflections. Fr Roshan was away in Hasimara on 19 
Feb. to attend the marriage ceremony of his cousin 
brother. On 20 Feb, Fr Shaji Joseph participated in 
the blessing ceremony of a village chapel in 
Sakyong.  
 
The Jesuits of Kalimpong Dispersed Community and 
Loyola House Community, Namchi had a day of 
recollection (23rd-24th Feb) based on the vow of 
poverty. Fr K. L. George facilitated the recollection. 
The novices also made use of the time for their 
recollection on the theme “Let the Light shine”. Fr 
Socius gave the points for reflection. On 26 Feb, 
the whole community went for an overnight outing 
to Loyola House, Namchi. 

Novice Alex Hembrom 

 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, DARJEELING 
After their university exams in January and February 
the MA English students began their new session, 
in-person classes early this month. The Under 
Graduate students completed their exams this 
month and will begin their next academic session in 
early March.  
 
The entire community attended the workshop on 
Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults in LPC, 
Matigara. Fr K. L. George and Fr Donatus Kujur 
attended the discernment process for all Superiors 
and Directors of Work, conducted by Fr Provincial. 
In February Fr K. L. George gave a day of 
recollection to FC Sisters in Kurseong. He gave 
another one to Jesuits of Kurseong, Kalimpong and 
Namchi communities on the Vow of Poverty. Fr 
Justin Thiraveyam gave recollection to Arrupe 

Darjeeling Jesuit Province Newsletter – March 2022                                        4 



community on the vow of poverty, drawing on the 
lived experience of Superiors at Matigara. Fr Binay 
Xavier Kandulna who is working on his research will 
be back in Arrupe House in the beginning of March. 

Fr K. L. George 

 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, NORTH POINT 
While St Joseph’s School office opened on 1 
February, the school began the new academic year 
after the winter break from 21 February. Currently 
the physical classes and online classes are going on 
alternatively for both day scholars and boarders of 
Classes VIII, IX, X and XII. The online classes are on 
for classes VI & VII and soon they will begin their 
physical classes at March start.  
 
About 200 boarders of Classes VIII, IX, X & XII have 
reported to the school with Covid protocols and 
safety measures. All these students have submitted 
the consent letters to the school, signed by their 
parents. The primary division offline classes will 
start from first half of March. The school is taking all 
the preventive measures by following the norms of 
the government for the safety of the students while 
attending the physical classes at school. The school 
had a Teachers’ residential orientation program for 
two days at LPC, Matigara. Fr John Kennedy SJ 
(MDU) was the resource person for the orientation.  
 
The Brothers of Darjeeling Province and Nepal 
Region had Brothers’ meet at NP from March 13-15. 
It was a good break and was a time of enrichment 
for them. Fr Provincial was with us on this occasion. 
The NP boarding staff and Group D staff had a day 
of picnic at Singla on different days. Fr Vincent 
George has joined the NP community en route to 
his mission at Rimbik while residing at Kankeybong. 
Fr Leo Alphonse returned to the community on 27 
February after completing his course at Lonavala.  

Fr Anuranjan 

 
NORTH BENGAL ST XAVIER’S COLLEGE, RAJGANJ 
Online University Semester Exams are underway 
although 3rd and 5th Semester Exams just got over 
while 1st Semester students will be done with their 
written exams only on 28th Feb. In a sudden 
announcement by the WB government, senior 
schools, colleges and universities were asked to 
start in-person classes from 3rd Feb but by then 
most of our college syllabus was almost over. And 
hence, in the meeting of Academic Council it was 
resolved that college continues teaching remaining 

classes and conducting revision in the online mode 
before Lab-based departments conduct ‘Online 
Practical Exams’ followed by study leave for the 
upcoming university exams. Some students facing 
the internet and other problems came to the hostel 
for availing those facilities. Now, physical classes will 
commence from 2 March and 7 March for 
2nd/3rd Years and 1st Year respectively. During this 
period IQAC (Internal Quality Assessment Cell) of 
the college worked on submission of AQAR (Annual 
Quality Assurance Report) for year 2020-21 while 
Admission Committee has had a series of planning 
meetings in order to address the low admission in 
some departments, and posters were sent out to 
various schools. Looking at the enthusiasm of our 
new students, especially those residing in hostels, a 
new basketball and volleyball courts are being 
constructed which are on the verge of completion. 
New Jesuit residence too is ready and things are 
partially shifted but waiting for a green signal for its 
blessing and inauguration. Fr Bijay Kindo is 
attending a province level meeting of AICUF 
animators and is expected back on 1st March.  

Fr Lalit Tirkey 
 

WERY NIWAS, KURSEONG 
On 3 Feb, Fr Peter Jong Lepcha and Fr Alphonse 
Lepcha took 35 youth and Christine members to 
Manresa, Kalimpong on a pilgrimage as a part of the 

Ignatian year program. On 13 Feb, Fr Peter and Mr 
Sudhir Bhitrikoty conducted a one-day seminar on 
Synodal Church for parishioners.  On the 18th the 
youth had the election of the new executive 
members. On the following Sunday, the newly 
elected members were welcomed and the outgoing 
members were thanked by the parishioners. On the 
same day, after the second Mass, all Holy Childhood 
children who had participated in Christmas 
competitions organized by ICYM at the diocese level 
were felicitated.  On the 26th Fr Alphonse took the 
youth with the newly formed executive body to 
Sittong for a day of recollection. With the beginning 
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of normal classes fifteen boarders have joined Dew 
Villa. The community had recollection on the vow of 
Poverty on Feb 6-7. Fr K. L. George facilitated the 
recollection.    

Fr Peter Jong Lepcha 

 

LOYOLA COLLEGE, NAMCHI 
Physical/Regular class for B.Ed. and MA in Education 
began on 1 February 2022 with a routine of 4 hours 
from 9.00 AM to 1.00 PM without break in order to 
follow COVID-19 Protocols. Ms. Julie Chettri 
conducted orientation on Micro Teaching for the 3rd 
Semester students on February 4-5. The real micro-
teaching practices commenced on 7 February and 
ended on 19 Feb. The entire exercise was entirely 
encouraging and ended peacefully. Dr Sandhya Rai 
oriented the students on 11 February on Macro 
Teaching. Rev. Bishop Stephen Lepcha of the 
Darjeeling Diocese Sikkim celebrated Holy Eucharist 
for the members of the Jesuit community, teaching 
and non-teaching staff and hostel students on 14 
Feb. He exhorted the students to formulate a vision 
during training period and put it into practice as 
teachers. After having completed the course work 
and a series of presentation of Research Proposals, 
the first batch of three Ph.D students, have received 
Ph.D Registration Notification from Sikkim 
University. The novices along with Fr Shaji Joseph 
and Fr Roshan Kiro visited important places in 
Namchi on Feb. 26-27. Fr Francis George interacted 
with the Novices and shared his thoughts on the 
History of Sikkim, Christianity, and Jesuit Mission. 

Fr Francis George 
 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER PARISH, SAKYONG 
The blessing of St Joseph’s Chapel, Lower Menchu, 
Sakyong took place on Sunday, February 20, 2022 at 
10.00 AM in the presence of about 400 people - 
Catholics, Christians, Buddhists, Hindus, Sai- 
devotees and a few local leaders of the area. Rt Rev. 
Stephen Lepcha, Bishop of Darjeeling Diocese 

inaugurated the ceremony by cutting  the ribbon 
while Fr John Wilfred Lobo, Provincial, opened  the 
main door to the chapel before the  Eucharistic 
celebration that was  presided over by the bishop 
and concelebrated by the Provincial, Darjeeling 
Province, and a few other priests.  The crowd that 
had gathered there to witness this solemn occasion 
bore witness to  what we have been learning from 
books: ‘Unity in diversity’  because irrespective of 
their religious/ethnic affinity,  almost every 
household in the village was involved the  
construction of this chapel. They carried bricks, 
cement, sand, rods, wood, etc. for months and 
assisted the Catholics to erect this beautiful chapel.  
They were all felicitated and thanked after the 
Mass. In an India divided on various counts, this 
chapel, speaks volumes for that India envisaged by 
our great leaders. Fr Benny Paul, who identified 
himself with the faithful (‘smell of the sheep’) and 
from whose family the resources had come for the 
chapel, carried the various construction materials 
on his back for months to complete the work on 
time. Then there was Sch. Jeyaraj and our own dear 
novices who lent their helping hands to finish this 
House of God in time.   

Lower Menchu has about 9 Catholic families/70 
faithful. It is about 6 kms from Sakyong. Below it 
flows the Mudung rivulet. When you look up from 
the newly built chapel you see the beautiful Duka 
Busty and to its left is Mariabusty, the oldest parish 
of the region, and to the right, across the Mudung 
valley is Tendrabong where Jesuits had served until 
recently, before it was handed over to the diocese. 
One cannot speak of Sakyong/Menchu without first 
speaking about the Pedong Mission. Fr Auguste 
Desgodins and Fr Henry Mussot, thee French 
pioneers of this mission, arrived at Pedong on 
11th November, 1882. The Deputy Commissioner of 
Darjeeling had granted three acres of forested land 
to the Fathers. After clearing the forests and 
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leveling the grounds, the fathers established a 
Catholic mission at Pedong. Initially a room in the 
presbytery served as chapel for fathers and small 
group of Catholics. In 1885, Fr Hervagault and Fr 
Desgodins baptized first Bhutia Christians on 24 
December, 1885 as per the Church records/ Baptism 
register. Sakyong parish was earlier provided 
pastoral care by the priests of Pedong until it was 
bifurcated from Pedong and handed over to the 
Darjeeling Jesuits in 2016.  

Fr Cherian Maliekal 
 

PRE-NOVITIATE, MATIGARA 
As the pre-novices are on the last leg of their 
academic journey, preparations are on for their final 
exams.  Besides the academic studies, the 
candidates have been trained very much on the 
importance of work. As a result the campus has 
been resonating very much with fruits and 
vegetables. The community was very happy to have 
the members of Prabhat Tara-LPC-PJG community 
for a recollection on poverty on 23 February under 
the animation of Fr Lawrence Thanislaus. Presently, 
the community kitchen is on renovation and hence 
arrangements are made for the community 
members for their meals in Multi-Purpose Complex.  

Sch. Rajan Minj  

 

JUNIORATE, CALCUTTA 
On 26 January, we had a grand celebration of the 
Republic Day with a solemn Mass followed by flag 
hoisting and a basketball match. The Eucharist was 
presided over by Rev. Bishop Shyamal Bose of 
Baruipur Diocese, who conferred the Ministries of 
Acolyte and Lector on 8 Novices and 2 Juniors. On 
February 13, we moved to Kalahridaya, one of the 
Jesuit communities, for a week course on ‘Arts and 
Aesthetics’ by Fr Saju George. Thereafter, we went 
for a Kolkata visit and witnessed different forms of 
arts and cosmic collision at Birla Planetarium. After 
watching the Bharatnatyam during a small cultural 
program at Kalahridaya we returned to Dhyan 
Ashram on 20 Feb. and resumed our daily schedule.  

Sch. Ashish Basumatary        

DE NOBILI COLLEGE, PUNE 
The first round of recollection on ‘Fr General’s letter 
on Poverty’ was organized for the community in 
January and the second round of recollection 
towards the end of February. On 19 Feb the 
diaconate ordinations of twelve of our Jesuits and 
five Capuchin brothers took place. They were 
ordained deacons by Rev. Thomas Dabre, the 
Bishop of Pune. The final year philosophers, on 
completing their final semester exams, are now 
busy preparing for their comprehensive exam. Fr 
Leo Alphonse was with us for a short while on his 
way back to the province after completing his 
course in Lonavla.  

Schs. Prabhu and Amar 

 

VIDYAJYOTI, DELHI 
In this academic year we had offline exam for the 
first time from 7 Feb. To prepare for the Ad Auds 
exam the third years were given a week break.  The 
second and the first year students had a seminar on 
‘Synod and Synodality’ from February 14-18. ‘To 
Heal and Reconcile in Christ’ was the theme taken 
for Diaconate Ordination of 33 Jesuits on 26 
February. Most Rev Anil Joseph Thomas Couto, 
Archbishop of Delhi, presided over the Eucharist at 
Millennium Hall, St Xavier’s School, Delhi, and 
ordained our Jesuits as deacons. After the Mass a 
short felicitation program was organized at our 
Vidyajyoti Residence. 

Sch. Vinod Kerketta 
 
 

REST IN PEACE 
Fr M. Joseph John Britto (MDU)  77/58  3 Feb 
Fr Joe D'Abreo (BOM)   89/72  4 Feb 
Fr Vijayanand Shidonkar (GUJ)  74/56  7 Feb 
Fr Conrad Mascarenhas (BOM)  84/63  17 Feb 
Fr Suman Minj (HAZ)    51/28  19 Feb 
Fr Mathew Pullattu  (KER)   87/66  23 Feb 
Fr Marc De Brouwer (RAN)   97/78  25 Feb 
 
 
 

Pope Francis’ Lenten message: Sow seeds of goodness 
Pope Francis based his message for Lent 2022 on a passage from St Paul’s 
Letter to the Galatians, “Let us not grow tired of doing good, for in due time 
we shall reap our harvest, if we do not give up. So then, while we have the 
opportunity, let us do good to all” (6:9-10). In this season of conversion, the 
soil of our hearts ‘is prepared by fasting, watered by prayer and enriched by 
charity,’ he said. 
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