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APPROVAL BY FATHER GENERAL 
Fr Justin Thiraveyam – Superior of Loyola House, Namchi 
 

APPOINTMENT BY FR PROVINCIAL 
Sch. Gorak Rudum – Regency at Loyola School, Uttar Salbari 
 

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM - JUNE 2022 
02-  Visit to Manresa – Land Matters 
05-  Consult 
10-11  Visitation – Second Year Novices 
13-15  Visitation – Wery Niwas/Woodcot 
17-  G.B. Meeting, LCE, Namchi 
21-   First Profession – Manresa  
22-24  Visitation – Rajganj 
28-29  Visitation - Curia 

 

PROVINCE ASSEMBLY, MAY 26-28, 2022 

INFORMATION 
      Prabhat Tara-LPC-PJG 
community has been 
suspended. The members 
of this community who will 
continue to live in their 
previous places, will now 
canonically be under the 
community of Premanjali-
Jesu Ashram Community, 
Matigara. 



Over a hundred Jesuits of Darjeeling Province came together, after a gap of three years, from May 26 to 
28, 2022, to share, listen, deliberate, and discern through several rounds of spiritual conversation. The 
welcome address referred to the context in which the Province Assembly was taking place: a world still 
reeling under the aftermath of covid, the PAPs (2019-2024), the UAPs (2019-2029), the Ignatian Jubilee 
Year (2021-2022), the Synod (2021-2023), the Russo-Ukrainian war since February 24, 2022 and the Sri 
Lankan Economic crisis. 
 
It was business in the opening session itself as Fr Francis D’Souza, in-charge of land matters, explained 
the issues and problems in the acquisition/sale of land and property, mutation, land and building tax, 
etc., often arising out of our own ignorance and naivety. His sharing was well appreciated. 
 
On day two, responding to the call of Pope Francis to make the Church more vibrant, Fr Anthony 
Joseph of Karnataka Province, encouraged us “to row into the deep” on synodality and its implications 
on Jesuit life and mission. He underlined the importance of finding a way together through a process of 
consultation, listening, dialogue and discernment.  Jesuit communities would thrive if they are aware, 
like the First Companions, of the two dimensions of Jesuit life: i) that they are ‘Friends in the Lord and 
companions of Jesus’, and ii) that Christ is the source and Jesuit community is the medium to 
accomplish its Mission. Moreover, he elaborated that community and communion go hand-in-hand and 
referred to how Fr Kolvenbach emphasized on communion, companionship, co-responsibility, 
conversation, co-discernment and consensus in community. When moved by the Spirit, the synodal 
process would certainly have a telling on the Society’s Universal Apostolic Preferences, in our showing 
the way to God, in walking with the poor and the marginalized, in our accompanying the young and in 
our caring for mother earth, our Common Home. 
 
The third and final day was set aside exclusively for reports of Social, Service of faith, Secondary/Higher 
Education and Formation Commissions. Each of the commissions dealt with the extent the ministerial 
apostolic plans under it had been implemented and what more was needed to be done and the 
challenges faced by it. Fr Joe Victor, the province treasurer briefed us on the status of the Province 
finances and left us a point to ponder over: how to address abject poverty, providing education and 
healthcare to the poor as social polarization makes inroads into all spheres of life of the country, and 
walking with the poor in the context of synodality. 
 
In the final session, Fr John Wilfred Lobo the Provincial, apprised the house on the status of the 
province on vocations, ongoing formation and special studies, social and pastoral works, covid relief, 
educational apostolate, the Bhutan Mission, various infrastructural development, the declining number 
of vocations, empowering of the laity, finding Jesuits with the right aptitude for ministries, his 
predicament in locating new land and the prospects of new ministries (in the Dooars). He expressed his 
happiness over our life in the spirit and community life, the efforts made so far for the unification of 
Nepal Region and Darjeeling Province, and the help rendered to the Jesuits in Sri Lanka and Ukraine.  
 
The prayer services of all three days were centered around synodality as an essential dimension of the 
Church and Jesuit life and mission. Thanks to Wery Niwas Community, Kurseong, Jesuit Novices, 
Kalimpong and St Joseph’s School community, Darjeeling and the scholastics and theologians who had 
meticulously prepared the prayer services, the liturgy and the singing; Fr Kalyan Tirkey and his team 
who did their best to feed the hundred plus men for three days; Fr Zacheus Dungdung who conducted 
the examen and Fr Xavier Alangaram who proposed the vote thanks. This Province Assembly brought 
greater awareness that synodality is an essential part of our way of proceeding to foster closer 
communion, greater participation in our common and shared mission. To that extend it was a highly 
fruitful and satisfying time and exercise.  

Fr Cherian Maliekal 



NORTH BENGAL ST XAVIER’S COLLEGE, RAJGANJ 

In order to increase student enrolments in various 
courses, Fr Bijay Kindo, Vice-Principal and 
coordinator of admissions and other Jesuits have 
taken upon themselves the task of reaching out to 
many higher secondary schools in and neighboring 
districts and states. As part of academic 
enhancement under the institutional plans, 
Departments of Commerce & Management, Dept. 
of English and Dept. of Microbiology either had 
departmental or students’ seminars and 
special/invited lectures by inviting prominent 
academicians from different higher educational 
institutions. Although the university has already 
announced university written exams in offline 
mode, the college ensured that all departments 
conducted Second Internal Assessment in written 
form thereby bringing sobriety among the learners. 
Fr Lalit Tirkey has been appointed by the university 
as supervisor of doctoral students in HRDC- 
Economics. He is the first person from the college 
who has been incorporated to guide PhD scholars. 
 
Community superior, Fr Gabriel Tirkey, returned 
after a little more than a month’s home visit to 
Chhattisgarh. Fr Lalit has been taking his weekend 
out to visit different communities of the province as 
the province Procurator. He also went to the 
Sacerdotal Silver jubilee celebration of Bishop 
Fulgence Tigga, of Raiganj Diocese, not forgetting to 
take college posters to be displayed in that diocese. 
Fr Deven Yonzon preached a 5-day retreat to fifteen 
Holy Cross candidates at Balaigacch. We were also 
blessed with the visit of Prof. Virginius Xaxa, a 
resident of Malbazar parish and now a well-known 
scholar from tribal community besides being the 
former professor of Delhi School of Economics and 
director of Tata Institute of Social Sciences, 
Guwahati campus. On 25th May, he interacted with 
the faculty members on the theme: ‘Extended 
Academic Practices: Scope & Support’.  

Fr Lalit Tirkey 

 

GANDHI ASHRAM, KALIMPONG 
We have had an eventful month at the school and 
have been able to streamline many systems and 
processes. During class Assemblies, we talk about 
current affairs, social issues and values which help 
the students to bring out their talents and enhance 
their confidence. Students have been divided into 
four houses named after musical style directions - 
Energico, Spirito, Brio and Deciso. Our Student 

Council now has elected Student Representatives, 
House Representatives and Class Representatives 
with equal gender representation. Our Parent 
Guardian Council has 18 elected representatives to 
cover 8 Village Zones. Different classes have been 
given responsibilities to take care of the campus and 
smooth daily functioning. 
 
As part of our Safe Environment at School, at Home 
theme for the year, we have installed a ‘Have Your 
Say’ Box in the play area where students and 
teachers can write (also anonymously) to the 
management team that then investigates and plans 
action. Their notes are insightful, valuable for 
guiding decision making and reassurance that the 
team’s future plans are in line with the aspirations 
of the students and staff. We have set aside a 
Morning and Evening Meeting time for our Class 
Teachers to conduct an Examen of sorts that can 
help students focus on learning during the day and 
collate their experiences at the end of the day. 

A crowdfunding campaign was started on Ketto to 
support our Visual Arts and Drama Program. ASER 
Testing was conducted for all students of the school 
to determine a baseline for skill support needs of 
each student in English, Nepali and Mathematics. 
Our students got the opportunity to interact with 
Jazz Musicians, Rainer Pusch and Prabhat Chettri 
during their music lessons. 

Mr Virgil Vihaan Sequeira 
 

ST MARY'S CHURCH, KANKEBONG 
Fr John Wilfred Lobo, our Provincial's benevolent 
grace-filled visit has enthused us. Kankebong Church 
is abuzz with activities! Inputs given on one of the 
Sundays by the members of the Darjeeling Diocese 
Catholic Association (DDCA) were highly 
appreciated. Fr Frank Subba and his team spent a 



day giving apt inputs and guidance to the 
Parishioners. These inputs and guidance have 
impacted the presence of Christian Life 
Communities (CLC) in our Parish. Our Parish Priest, 
Fr Arun Pradhan led a small team to Patna, Bihar to 
participate in the Final Profession of our own Sr Priti 
Luxom in Notre Dame Congregation. The newly 
constructed toilets in the campus with the support 
of the Rector of St Joseph’s School Jesuit 
Community will be in use soon. The involvement of 
various SCCs in the study of scripture and prayer 
under the care of Fr Arun has brought new life to 
the parish.  
  
Fr Vincent George bikes to Rimbick and from there 
he walks to surrounding villages to meet the 
spiritual needs of the faithful. He resides at 
Kankebong. The Rector's recent visit has enlivened 
the Rimbick mission community. Family Blessings 
have been started. Blessing a lone Catholic family at 
7000 feet was quite an experience! 

Fr Vincent Lazarus George 

 

MANRESA JESUIT NOVITIATE, KALIMPONG 
The month of May, dedicated to the devotion of 
Mother Mary, has been a grace-filled period for the 
Novitiate family. The thrilling good news for the 
novices was the starting of their Sunday Ministry 
after a long gap of two years. Such a ministry has 
filled each Novice with an experience of missionary 
zeal. On 10th May, the theologians from the Pre-
Ordination Program embellished the premises of 
Manresa with their presence. From 16th May, 4 
Cluny Sisters made their retreat under the direction 
of Fr Shaji Jospeh in preparation for their Final 
Profession. The house has done the fixing of lights in 
the main chapel under the supervision of Br Gabriel 
Gurung. Thereafter the Socius took the Novices to 
Darjeeling. It was a time of relaxation. We cherished 
the natural beauty of Darjeeling. With the Darjeeling 
trip the Novitiate is back with all its regular 
experiments for the Novices. 

Novice Anup Lakra 
 

LOYOLA COLLEGE, NAMCHI 
Dr Yonah Bhutia, Regional Director and Mr Dilip 
Kumar Sharma, Finance Officer of IGNOU Regional 
Centre, Gangtok interacted with the faculty and 
informed them about the process of reactivating 
Loyola College of Education, Namchi as IGNOU 
Study Centre for the Courses - MAEDU, PGDSLM, 

CIG, MAAE, PGDHE, PGDET, PGDEMA, PGDAE, DPVE, 
PGCAE, CPVE, DECE, DNHE, CNCC, DAFE, CAFE, etc. 
  
Sikkim University published the results of B. Ed. and 
M.A. in Education of the 1st and 3rd Semester on 
17th May. All the students secured grade point 
between 7 and 10. Loyola college of Education, 
Namchi won Indian folk dance competition ‘launi’ in 
the inter- college music festival “Synergy 2022” 
organized by St Joseph’s College, North Point, 
Darjeeling on 20th May. Besides dance competition, 
the Student-teachers participated in Nepali Group 
Song and Battle of Bands in English. Ms Olrika Minj, 
Assistant Professor in Performing Arts, guided the 
students and returned to Namchi with a trophy and 
certificates. 
  
Fr John Kennedy gave a talk and interacted with the 
staff and students on 21st May. He highlighted the 
life of St Ignatius and dealt with a few Ignatian 
themes such as Discernment, Examination of 
Conscience, Contemplation, Magis and how to be 
men and women for others. 

Fr Francis George 

 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, DARJEELING 
This season the boys have merged well into the 
gaming spirit and have won many cups in sports. 
The North Pointers are in the Cricket final of the 
century-old Edinburgh Shield. This year as well 
Goethals and St Augustine’s Schools participated in 
the glory of the Edinburgh shield, which is the long-
lasting spirit of Cricket in Darjeeling. The inter-
school Volleyball carnival was held at Goethals in 
which both the ISC and ICSE were declared winners. 
The present school Volleyball team is remarkable 
and we have lifted up the H D Lama trophy for the 
fourth consecutive year in Darjeeling. The Football 
season has officially begun in the school and 
rigorous training is on at the upcoming 
tournaments.  
  
Keeping in mind the academic excellence and 
individual assistance of the students, the parent-
teacher meeting was held in which the parents 
individually met the teachers of various subjects for 
the improvement of their children’s potentialities. 
Based on that, academic assistance is provided 
through remedial classes to those lagging behind in 
their studies. The Primary Division presented a 
concert ‘Ali Baba and The Bongo Bandits’ which was 
a musical by Chris Hawes, a remarkable British 



playwright. This musical concert had two more 
shows - one for the invitee students of other schools 
and the other for the parents and the guests of our 
school. The School celebrated the ‘World Culture 
Day’ in which the students from various ethnicities 
performed cultural events of songs, art and dances.  
  
The North Point community had graceful days 
during Fr Provincial’s visit in the first week of May. 
The extended community members were present 
during the visitation. The Scholastics attending the 
POP at Woodcot came for a visit to Darjeeling. Fr 
Stanley Karakkada and Br P. D. Vincent made a trip 
to Thailand to meet the NP students and Alumni. Fr 
Stanley went to Kerala for the vocation promotion 
for a week. Fr Leo Alphonse and Fr Anuranjan Ekka 
went for the Young Priests meet held at Inigo 
Bhavan, Matigara. Fr John Banerjee gave a 
recollection to the MC Sisters at Darjeeling. The 
Scholastics are busy preparing for their Semester 
exams.  

Fr Anuranjan Ekka 

 

HLDRC, MATIGARA 
A one-month online TATA CONSULTANCY SERVICES 
(TCS) classes are just completed and students are 
scheduled for job placement interviews shortly. The 
second batch enrollment is going on at Gairkata 
HLDRC unit. At Barogharia village and Nowghat 
village summer vegetable crops have been 
cultivated under the Social Agriculture Project (SAP). 
The vegetables are used not only for household 
consumption, but also sold in the local market for 
some cash income. This is one of the latest 
initiatives taken with the support of SOS-INDIA. This 
project is undertaken along with the study centers 
and job training unit at Gairkata. A bore well water 
project is also installed in Dharnipur closed tea 
garden with the support received from Mrs Patrizia 
Bianconi, the President of SOS INDIA. This project 
supports 75 families and a primary school with 
about 200 children.  
  
The HLDRC organized a special Summer Course on 
Spoken English and classes on Computer Basics for 
class X students. On completing the course the 
students were awarded certificates of performance. 
A similar program is on for class XII students as well. 
  
Twelve nursing students will be completing their 
training by the end of this month from the 
Navjeevan Nursing institute. They will be given 

placement for jobs soon. Awareness programs on 
Anti-Human Trafficking are being organized around 
Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh border. These 

programs are supported by Jesuit Missions, UK. 
HLDRC is grateful to Mrs. Dibya Lama and Mr 
Sharma from Parbhu Jisu Girja Parish, Matigara for 
purchasing and distributing study materials to our 
students at Nowghat Study Centre in Bhojnarayan 
Tea Estate.  

Fr Pascal Xalxo 

 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, DARJEELING 
A group of forty students are undergoing training 
for a Certificate Program in Banking, Finance and 
Insurance (CPBFI) Batch II by Bajaj Team from 4th 
May. On completion of the training program, the 
students will be awarded certificates. A Public 
Service Announcement film festival titled Sachentna 
2022 organized by the Dept of Mass Communication 
and Journalism in association with the Darjeeling 
Police was held on 4th May.  A total of 21 films were 
screened on topics like domestic violence, drug 
addiction, mobile addiction, and gender neutrality 
among others with the purpose of dissemination of 
social awareness among the people. The film that 
bagged the top three positions were Domestic 
Violence, Mobile Phone Addiction and Trash Talks. 
Darjeeling Superintendent of police, Dr Santosh 
Nimnalkar who was the chief guest at the event, 
announced cash prizes for the winners. 
 
The Volleyball team of St Joseph’s College 
participated in the Pemba Doma Men’s Open 
Volleyball Tournament-2022 organized by Gorkha 
Dukha Niwaran Samelan, Darjeeling held at GDNS 
ground from May 7-14 and won the final match 
after 58 years. A one-day national level Inter College 
Music fest, a forum for the students to showcase 
their talents in various events was observed on 20th 



May. Students from eight colleges participated and 

exhibited their competitive and creative talents. 
Govt Degree College was judged by the jury as the 
best overall performing college of the event. 

Fr Doantus Kujur  

 
SACRED HEART CHURCH, SINGAMARI 

On the occasion of 50 years of the present Church 
this year, the parish celebrated Fr Curmi memorial 
seniors’ day on 15 May. All the men and women 
above the age of 70 years were welcomed at the 
entrance of the church with button flowers and 
escorted inside for mass.  Fr Joseph Pappadil, Fr K.L. 
George, Fr Frank Subba and Fr Pascal Ekka 
concelebrated the Mass with the Parish Priest Fr 
Patrick Pradhan. 
 
The Nari Samaj prepared a delicious breakfast for 
the seniors before a short program in the parish 
hall.  The seniors were welcomed with ‘khadas’ and 
given souvenirs thanking them for their contribution 
in building up the parish and reminding them how 
much they are loved.  Fr Curmi’s love for the parish 
and his single handed contribution in building the 
present church was gratefully and fondly narrated 
by three seniors. Fr Joseph Pappadil was invited as 
the chief guest for the occasion.   
 
A short entertainment program in honor of our 
seniors was organized by the holy childhood group, 
the youth and the seniors.  At the end of the 
program the seniors were served a well prepared 
lunch with varieties of dishes with much love and 
care prepared by the members of Nari Samaj. 

Fr Patrick Pradhan 

 

ST ALPHONSUS H. S. SCHOOL, KURSEONG 
St Alphonsus School, for the first time, was selected 
as a centre to conduct the Joint Entrance 
Examination (JEE) in the Kurseong subdivision.  The 
JEE was held at our school on 30 April. Fr Kevin 

Moktan was appointed as the centre officer and a 
professor from the Computer Department of the 
North Bengal University as an observer. Mr Mukesh 
Chettri, Ms Bhawana Thapa and Fr Alphonse 
Lepcha, the assistant teachers of St Alphonsus 
School, were appointed as invigilators of the day.  
 
On 5 May we began formally the regular classes for 
the class XII students who had just written their 
promotion examination. On 6 May the KANYASHREE 
CLUB of our school under the guidance of Fr 
Alphonse organized a Health and Hygiene 
Workshop for girls of Class XII. There were about 50 
girls who actively took part in this workshop. A 
senior female counsellor and a senior female nurse 
from the Kurseong Municipal Hospital were the 
resource persons of the day.  
 
On 10 May we organized a short unofficial memorial 
prayer service to commemorate the death 
anniversary of Fr Mangal Kerketta. Fr Alphonse 
conducted the prayer service during the morning 
assembly hour highlighting Fr Mangal’s life and his 
human values.  
 
The school began to distribute the admission 
application forms for class XI on 2 May. There were 
about 300 candidates on the campus who had come 
to write their admission tests on that day. From 
among these 300 candidates, about 55 in Science 
and 55 in Commerce will be selected. The school 
awaits the results of Madhyamik and H.S. 
Examinations.  

Fr Alphonse Lepcha 

 

POP 2022, KURSEONG 
On 21 April 26 theologians from 11 provinces along 
with Fr George Beck SJ (DUM), the animator, 
arrived at Woodcot for the POP. Fr Xavier 
Alangaram, the PCF and Fr Pramod Dabhi, the 
director of Woodcot, warmly welcomed and made 
us feel at home. We were extolled by the presence 
of the entire Jesuit community of Kurseong that 
joined us in the welcome dinner at Woodcot. We 
had various sessions with different resource persons 
all through the month. Fr Shajumon Chakkalakkal 
set the tone and oriented us for this "Arrupe 
Month" by introducing Arrupe's Letter and his 
expectations from those who desire to be priests in 
the Society of Jesus. Fr Peter Pappu, Fr Benny Paul 
and Mr Sudheer gave inputs on pastoral 
involvement, Fr Stanley Karakkada and his 



associates on Legal Aid, Fr Xavier Alangaram on 
Psycho Sexual Spiritual Integration, and Fr Zachaeus 

Dungdung on Discernment of Spirits. A day of 
recollection and annual retreat was conducted by Fr 
George Beck, the POP animator.  
 
Going for a pilgrimage to St Mary's grotto and 
having Eucharistic celebration at the vicinity of Mary 
was an experience of spiritual awakening and 

strengthening for us all. All of us felt very nostalgic 
on visiting our old theologate as well.  
 
We also had two days of "Mission Tour". During this 
tour we visited Kalimpong and Darjeeling. We were 
extremely happy and grateful to Manresa Jesuit 
Novitiate, Kalimpong for welcoming us with an open 
heart and generously serving sumptuous lunch. All 
the theologians were thrilled to be in such a 
beautiful and prayerful atmosphere. We 
experienced a sense of holiness. Our hearts go to 
North Point School Community for their 
magnanimity and generosity in accommodating us 
and giving us royal treatment. We also thank the 
college community for their hospitality and 
accommodation. We experienced and cherished the 
Jesuit companionship in all these places. Thanks to 
St Alphonsus Community for going out of their way 
and inviting us for a dinner just before beginning the 
annual retreat. We are very grateful to the 
Darjeeling Jesuits for their love and hospitality. 

Sch. Pankaj Kerketta 
 

 

Pope’s Intention for June 2022 

 
FOR FAMILIES:  
We pray for Christian families around the 
world; may they embody and experience 
unconditional love and advance in 
holiness in their daily lives. 

 

 

 

REST IN PEACE 

 

Fr Guy Moraes (GOA)   85/62  05th May 
Fr Felix Tellis (JAM)    79/60  15th May 
Fr Andrew Silveira (GUJ)   72/53  21st May 
Fr Charles Michael (MDU)   70/52  25th May 
Fr Ephraem Manikom(KER)  80/52  25th May 
Fr Colman de Souza (GOA)   76/ 56   26th May 
Fr Andrews Thekkekara (MDU)  89/70  28th May 
Fr Joseph Mattam SJ (GUJ)   85/66  29th May 

 


