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FROM THE PROVINCIAL’S DESK 

Do you know the best way to handle complaints? Let the other person do the talking. They 
are a valuable source of information. Don’t get all defensive. People simply want their 
complaints handled and the problem solved. They value the care and attention given to them. 
So the best thing is to let them do the talking. Ask them lots of questions and even when you 
are tempted to interrupt, keep listening profoundly and patiently. Encourage them to let it all out. Give 
them space to blow some steam off if they need to. Repeat their points back to them to make sure you 
have understood them right. They talk, you listen. Show them that you can see things from their 
perspective and that you only want a solution that makes them happy. If you made mistakes admit them 
and apologize for them. But keep listening – don’t disconnect even if they are telling you things you don’t 
like to hear. Don’t jump to conclusions and search for solutions. Instead use the other person’s feedback for 
future actions. So how do you handle complaints?  You just listen. 
 

FR GENERAL’S APPOINTMENT 

Fr Anil Pereira - Provincial of Bombay Province 
 

 

 

 

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM - MAY 2022
02-06 Visitation: St Joseph’s School Community, NP 

07- Training Program for Treasurers 
07-08 Visit to Uttar Salbari 
09-12 Visitation: Arrupe House 
14- Formation Commission Meeting 
16- Vocation Promotion Meeting 

17- Young Priests Meet 
19- Service of Faith Commission Meeting 
21- Province Consult 
26-28 Province Assembly 
31- Final Vows - SMC 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PROVINCE ASSEMBLY: From 26th May 6.00 PM to 28th May noon at Matigara 
 

HEALTH UPDATE: Fr Fredrick Baraik suffered a mild stroke on 27 May. Immediately he was taken to Dr. 
Chhang’s Hospital. In the hospital he was kept on observation and for treatment for a week. Now he is 
discharged and is resting at Inigo Bhavan (Senior Home).  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MAY 2022 
For faith-filled young people: We pray for all young people, called to live life to the fullest; may they see in 
Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth of discernment, the courage that faith generates, and the dedication 
to service. 
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ST VINCENT’S, HATIGHISA 
This year, unlike the previous Covid affected years, the 
HS board exams and class 11 selection exams were 
conducted successfully. After a two-year gap the 
students have been slowly getting into the rhythm of 
their school life. So far the school was able to get 14,000 
people, including all our students, vaccinated through 
several vaccination camps in the campus.  
 
Fr Lawrence Thanislaus left for Spain on 21 April for the 
Ignatian immersion course at Manresa. In his absence, 
Miss Prabha Xess, the Assistant Headmistress has been 
appointed as the Acting Headmistress. 
 
In the Parish, after a week-long marriage classes from 4 
April, the couples living together without proper 
marriage were blessed on 11 April. The parish was 
blessed with the presence of Rev. Bishop Vincent Aind 
for the Palm Sunday celebration, Fr Bijoy Kindo for the 
Easter Vigil Mass and Fr Xavier Alangaram for the Easter 
Sunday. Thereafter, after a gap of almost two years, Fr 
Alex Beck with the help of Fr Fredrick Baraik and Sch. 
Gorakh Rudum has started the House blessings.   
 
Fr Fredrick joined the community on 30 March as a new 
member after having served at St. Xavier’s School for 
three years in Alipurduar. He is presently engaged in 
teaching in the school and assisting Fr Alex in the Parish. 
Rithesh, a Jesuit Candidate, after a year of “come and 
see” program, left for a home visit on 28 April. On his 
return he will be going for the novitiate in Kalimpong.  

Sch. Gorakh Rudum 
 

HAYDEN HALL, DARJEELING 

The National Jute Board in collaboration with Hayden 
Hall started a workshop for 5 days from 4th April 2022 to 
9th April 2022 in Kalimpong with the objective of training 
women in the process of Woolenization of Jute. The 
women chosen for this training were the new mothers 
associated with Hayden Hall from Kalimpong. With the 
intention to open a new centre at 6th Mile, Kalimpong, 
20 mothers from the nearby village were selected to 
work with us. On 23 April, the women from the 
Kalimpong Centre were taken to Darjeeling to give them 
some exposure to the similar type of work carried out at 

Hayden Hall. On 11 April Safe Motherhood Day was 
celebrated in Darjeeling by the Mother and Child Health 
Care Domain in collaboration with “Inner Wheel” 
Darjeeling. On this day 25 mothers (Urban and Rural 
Beneficiaries) were given awareness on Cervical Cancer 
by CDW Mala Tamang and Safe Motherhood by CDW 
Purnima Tamang.  

Ms Prasanna Almah Rai 
 

LOYOLA NIWAS, UTTAR SALBARI 
Ninety parishioners along with the Parish Priest and two 
SABS Sisters undertook a pilgrimage to Damanpur Parish 
on 3 April with a spiritual purpose.  Thereafter, all the 
priests from the community made their services 
available to go to every village for confessions in 
preparation for Easter festival. On Palm Sunday the 
celebration commemorated Jesus’ triumphant arrival in 
Jerusalem with a large crowd of faithful in attendance. 
The Eucharist on Palm Sunday was followed by a 
procession from Mogulkata village to the Parish Church. 
Fr Basil Toppo was the main celebrant for Maundy 
Thursday and for Easter vigil Mass. Frs Bosco Michael 
and Justin Bage were the main celebrants on Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday respectively. After this Fr Basil 
Toppo attended the Lok Manch third phase orientation 
program held at Ranchi from 24 to 25 April and Fr Bosco 
and Mr Anil Toppo an Ignatian Leadership Program held 
at Loyola Pastoral Centre, Matigara from 25 to 27 April. 

Fr Basil Toppo 
 

MANRESA JESUIT NOVITIATE, KALIMPONG 
The month of April was filled with various experiences 
for our brothers. On 27th March, in the absence of our 
second year brothers, all the dispersed community 
members along with the 1st year novices welcomed Fr 
Oshish Tirkey as our new Socius and bid farewell to Fr 
Roshan Kiro. The same day the first year Novices went to 
see the cactus park and then paid a visit to the ‘Mary 
Mother of God Church.’ On 2 April the second year 
Novices returned from their respective places of ministry 
after 15 days. On the following week, they had a sharing 
of their experiences for three days under the guidance of 
Fr Tirkey.  
 
During the month three sisters made their retreat guided 
by Fr Shaji Joseph from April 5-11. On 8 April the 
Parishioners from Lepcha Busty, led by Fr Stanley 
Karakkada, came on a pilgrimage to the Manresa Cave. 
 
On Easter Sunday the community members had a table-
fellowship with all the members of the dispersed 
community. Br Gabriel Gurung with his attractive menu 
created space for all of us to share the brotherly love, 
joy, and happiness of each other. From the following day 
onwards the second year Novices have been given a 
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chance to preach during Mass after the scripture 
readings.  
 
Fr Shaji Joseph, the Novice Director, went down to 
Matigara on 23 April to attend a three-day Ignatian 
Leadership Program animated by Fr Xavier Alangaram 
and his team. The Novices, on the other hand, have 
begun their Sunday neighborhood ministry after nearly a 
two-year gap.  

Novice Ashish Topno 
 

LOYOLA COLLEGE, NAMCHI 
The students of B. Ed and M.A. in Education successfully 
completed their ‘Take Home’ Examinations (Semester 
End Examinations) on 18 April 2022. They await the 
results of their hard labour. After a short semester break, 
classes resumed for the even semesters on 22 April. The 
final semester students of B. Ed are engaged at the 
moment in School Internship in 20 Government and 
Private Schools in and around Namchi. They are 
expected to execute 60 lessons in the schools to 
complete their Internship. Mr Chandra Gyan Tirkey, 
Assistant Professor, attended the Ignatian Leadership 
Program at Loyola Pastoral Centre, Matigara from 25 
April to 27 April. Fr Francis George attended the “Roots 
and Wings” programme at Sacred Heart College, 
Shembaganur during the month of April. The programme 
enriched him on Ignatian Spirituality. Mr Polycarp Lakra, 
father of Fr Ajay Raj Lakra paid a short visit to LCE Jesuit 
community after conducting a two-week long seminar 
for ‘Shaadi School’ teachers of Bagdogra Diocese. During 
the semester break Fr Ajay Raj Lakra and Fr Justin 
Thiraveyam helped out in Namchi and Lungchok parishes 
in the Holy Week ministries.  

Fr Francis George 
 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, DARJEELING 
On April 8, we won both ICSE and ISC basketball carnival 
held at St Augustine School Kalimpong, after about 6 
years. It was indeed a moment of pride for the school. 
The school conducted an orientation programme on 
various issues for the parents of the day scholars and 
online orientation for the parents of boarders. For the 
class 12 students an orientation program on Ignatian 
themes and career guidance was conducted by Fr John 
Kennedy. ICSE & ISC students have begun their second 
semester exams. The school is gearing up to give a fitting 
farewell to Mr Deepak Rai, the accountant for his 
generous service to the school for the past 15 years. 
 
During the Easter holidays the boarders were kept busy 
with treks and other activities organized by the Prefect 
with the help of the Sub prefects of all the divisions. The 
scholastics, on the other hand, went to different parishes 
to help out during the Holy Week. Fr K. J. Joseph and Fr 
John Banerjee were in Lepcha busty for the Holy Week 

Services. Fr K. J. Joseph impressed the faithful at Lepcha 
busty with the sound and light program on resurrection.  

 Schs. Binod and Amit 
 

NORTH BENGAL ST XAVIER’S COLLEGE, RAJGANJ 
The month of April was characterized by seriousness in 
academic activities. All the semesters are engaged in 
writing Internal Assessments that carry certain university 
marks. In early April, science students participated in an 
inter-college science seminar at St Joseph’s College, 
Darjeeling; BBA and Commerce students participated 
in Xavier Management Convention (XMC-22) an online 
event organized by St Xavier’s College (Autonomous), 
Kolkata as well as Lectures by 3-faculties of XBS, Xavier’s 
University, Kolkata. There was also a WB Innovation 
Vision webinar wherein Fr Lalit Tirkey was also a 
resource person on start-ups in North Bengal especially 
in tea belt. Besides these, Depts. of Geography, Sociology 
and History had their study trip to Sikkim and Cooch 
Behar regions. 
 
The month was also a period of spiritual nourishment, as 
a day of recollection and penitential rites, followed by 
the sacrament of reconciliation organized for the AICUF 
students wherein Fr Fredrick Baraik was the resource 
person. During Lent Jesuits participated in CRI- 
initiated recollection/penitential services and later in the 
Chrism mass at Jalpaiguri Cathedral. During Easter all 
four Jesuits helped out in different parishes: Fr Gabriel 
Tirkey at local Mongradangi Parish, Fr Lalit at Malbazar 
Parish, Fr Bijay Kindo at Panighata (Belgachi) and Fr 
Deven Yonzon at Gayaganga Parish. After Easter, Fr 
Gabriel left for a month-long home visit to Chhattisgarh 
while Fr Bijay took four AICUF students to Chennai. Fr 
Deven attended a 3-day Ignatian Leadership Course that 
was held at LPC, Matigara. Fr John Kennedy spent a day 
here while seven Pre-Novices led by Regent Christ Rajan 
Minj visited the college and surrounding areas.   

Fr Lalit Tirkey 
 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER PARISH, SAKYONG 
Fr Benny Paul celebrated his birthday on 31 March. Most 
of the Kalimpong Jesuits and diocesan priests from 
Pedong joined him for a meal at Sakyong. After 
completing almost three years as the Socius to the 
Director of Novices, Fr Roshan Kiro joined Sakyong 
parish on 31 March to assist Fr Benny in the pastoral 
ministries. On 2 April Fr Benny left for Nava Jeevan 
Hospital, Gayaganga to be operated for his gallbladder 
stone. He was operated on 6 April. Sch. Jayaraj Solomon 
returned from his home visit on 6 April. After his 
operation, Fr Benny returned to Sakyong on 14 April. In 
his absence and during his recuperation, Fr Roshan 
looked after the pastoral needs of the parish, like visiting 
the sick, hearing confessions and distributing Holy 
Communion for the sick members of the parish in order 
to prepare them spiritually to celebrate Easter. Fr 
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Roshan almost single-handedly carried out the liturgies 
of the Triduum, although Fr Binod Kerketta was the main 
celebrant of the Easter vigil. Sch. Jayaraj and Fr Roshan 
went to Manresa Novitiate for the Easter dinner and Sch. 
Jayaraj left for Indian Social Institute, Delhi for his 
training program.  

Fr Roshan Kiro 
 

WERY NIWAS, KURSEONG 
On 3 April Fr Kevin Moktan and Fr Alphonse Lepcha 
went to Ambootia Tea Estate, Fr Chrianjit Bara went to 
Mahanadi Tea Estate for confessions. On the same day Fr 
Peter Jong Lepcha gave recollection to Fatima Youth. 
The Cruivir had their own recollection conducted by the 
Crusvir Animators and FC sisters. 

On the 8th Nari Sangh visited seven religious places doing 
the Way of the Cross. On the 10th Palm Sunday was 
celebrated with a Procession from St Joseph’s convent to 
the parish where the Eucharist was celebrated. On the 
14th Fr Peter gave a day of recollection to the catholic 
teaching and non-teaching staff of St Alphonsus School in 
Wery Niwas.  On the 15th Christeen group visited three 
grottos doing rosary on the theme, “Journeying with the 
sorrowful Mother”. On the same day Fatima Youth 
visited three sick persons in three different places as 
they could not go to the church. On the 18th Fr Peter took 
eleven Christeen on a one-day prayer walk with a focus 
on the theme, “Finding God in all things”. On the way 
rosary was recited and Fr Peter explained to them how 
the risen Jesus is present in all things and all things in 
Him. Representatives of Youth and Adult CLC went to 
Darjeeling to attend the Triennial Assembly held at 
Sacred Heart Church, North Point, from April 21 to 24.  

Fr Peter Jong Lepcha 
 

GANDHI ASHRAM, KALIMPONG 
The priority of our mission this year is safety. All covid 
protocols have been enforced at school and we recently 
partnered with the Government Health Department to 
vaccinate students between the ages 12 and 14. We are 
developing a comprehensive School Health Programme 
in partnership with Hayden Hall Institute that includes 
monitoring health indicators, a nutrition plan, monthly 
medical camps and also a community awareness 
program, spearheaded by our Health Coordinator.  

 Two years out of school have resulted in unprecedented 
psychosocial issues. Our Community Coordinator has 
taken up 4 high risk cases with positive results. We have 
employed a part time Assistant Health and Community 
Coordinator to help identify high risk cases during Values 
and Health lessons and develop a curriculum for both 
Health and Values. 
  
In order to help students recalibrate to the value and joy 
of learning, music, visual arts and drama play an 
important role. Students are beyond excited to get to 
play their instruments after two long years. We have a 
new teacher who joined this month for Visual Arts and 
Drama, who is also a dancer. The avenues for students to 
express their emotions and their creativity are manifold 
and sure to benefit the mission. 
  
In true Ignatian tradition, the spiritual dimension brings 
in a sense of safety and comfort. We have begun our 
Monthly Mass and our Catechism lessons taken by our 
Spiritual Director. 
  
At the policy level, the staff has been trained on the Child 
Protection Policy and we have reiterated the Zero-
tolerance to Bullying and Corporal Punishment. We held 
elections of Student Class Representatives and plan to 
hold elections for the Parent Representatives, this time 
from each Cluster of villages, a very important learning 
from the lockdown days. This will ensure that parents 
participate to help us achieve the outcomes under our 
theme this year ‘Safe Environment at School, at Home’. 

Mr Virgil Vihaan Sequeira 
 

INDIAN SOCIAL INSTITUTE (ISI), DELHI 

Schs. Jeyaraj Solomon and Amar Xalxo were in Delhi at 
ISI attending a 12-day course on ‘Critical Thinking and 
Social Analysis’, which began on 20 April. There were 21 
participants from 7 different provinces (14 Jesuits) and 6 
Sisters from DHM and one from FMM.  The inaugural 
address was delivered by the POSA, Rev. Fr Jerome 
Stanislaus D’Souza, SJ. In his address, he emphasized on 
the importance of looking at things from a different 
perspective and of being critical on a positive note. On 
22 April we joined Fr Shiju Matthew for his final vows 
ceremony organized at ISI. To witness and grace this 
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occasion, Fr Stanley Karakkada, Fr Santy Mathew and Fr 
Lawrence Thanislaus were also present. The melodious 

choir for the occasion was led by the ‘Critical Thinking 
and Social Analysis’ group. 

Schs. Jeyaraj Solomon and Amar Xalxo 
 

PRE-REGENCY PROGRAM, PHESAMA 
The inner freedom leads oneself to the destination of 
wide vision. The Pre-Regency program was an opening 
eye for all of us. We were welcomed warmly in Guwahati 
on 3 April. The very next day we had a session on 
"REGENCY AS A STAGE IN FORMATION" by Fr Richard SJ 
(KHM). On the 5th we travelled to phesama and stayed 
there till 19th morning. From the 6th to the 17th various 

sessions were held on study skills, teaching methods and 
plans, POCSO Act, sessions on first aid, leadership and 
orientation program for the youth and students. And 
finally we had a couple of sessions on Counseling. We 
were 17 Scholastics from 9 provinces. We were divided 
into four groups and were sent to conduct orientation 
program for students in different Jesuit schools. It was a 
wonderful experience. We have grown in our self-
confidence. The Counseling sessions have given us 
enough confidence and patience to listen to the persons 
who need our help to deal with their emotional life. On 
the other hand, it was also a great help for us to be 
aware of our emotional life. During our stay we visited a 
few institutions and parishes where we were taken up by 
the simple faith of the people. We were inspired by the 
missionary life of Jesuit Priests. We are grateful to Fr 
Anand Pereira (KHM) and Fr Charles (KHM) who taught 
us a lot with their Jesuit life experience.  

Sch. Lawrence M., Arif and Prabhu 
 

 

REST IN PEACE 
Mr Stephen Minj (93), father of Fr Sebastian Minj on 14th April 
Mr Mathew Choyil (75), Brother-in-law of Fr Paulose on 16th April 
Mr Silbrius Bage (78), father of Fr Justin Bage on 3rd May 
 

 

 

IGNATIAN LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 

The Second Ignatian Leadership Program was organized at Loyola Pastoral Centre from 25th April 
to 27th April 2022. This time it was conducted only for the Darjeeling Jesuits and Lay Collaborators. 
The resource persons were Fr Xavier Alangaram, Fr Stanley Karakkada, Mr Andre LeFevre, and Dr 
Pavanbir Kaur. The inaugural address was delivered by Rev. Fr John Wilfred Lobo, the Provincial of 
Darjeeling. There were 20 Jesuits and 20 lay collaborators from various Jesuit institutions. We 
sincerely thank the superiors and the Directors of Work for sending their staff to participate in this 
program.  
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Ignatian leaders pray, reflect and discern in their personal lives in a way that 

naturally influences the culture of their workplace. 

 


