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PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM - AUGUST 2022 
02- Province Consult 
08-12 Workshop-young priests 
16- Online meeting with Jesuit Missions 
17- Hayden Hall Meetings 
18-  Meeting of Superiors and Convenors 

 
16-19 Workshop-Heads of Institutions 
27- Province Finance Committee Meeting 
29- Orientation Talk – LCE, Namchi  

of commissions – SWOT Analysis Team 
 

LEFT THE NOVITIATE 
NS Gerald Hubert Kharbuki on 15th July 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Workshop from 8th to 12th August – Integrating Your Younger Self  

 Workshop from 16th to 19th August – Communication for Management of Conflicts 

 Scholastics’ Recollection from 13th to 14th August at Inigo Bhavan, Matigara 

 Meeting of the Superiors and Convenors of Commissions on 18th August at 2.30 PM 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR AUGUST 2022 
FOR SMALL BUSINESSES: We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in the midst of economic and 
social crisis, may they find ways to continue operating, and serving their communities.  
 

IGNATIAN YEAR – CLOSING CEREMONY 
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The Closing ceremony of the Ignatian Year was held on 29 July at Maitri Hall, Matigara. All the Darjeeling 
Jesuits, neighboring religious, and three lay representatives from every institution joined the celebration. 
The Program began with the Eucharistic celebration. Fr John Wilfred Lobo, the Provincial of Darjeeling 
Province was the main celebrant. Fr Amrit Rai, the regional superior of Nepal, the consultors of Darjeeling 
Province and Nepal region joined him at the altar for the Mass. The choir consisting of Jesu Ashram nurses 
and Jesuit pre-novices was conducted by Fr Edward Arokiaraj and Fr Kalyan Tirkey. Students from St Peter’s 
high school performed the entrance dance and Students from St Vincent’s high school performed the 
offertory dance. 
 
Soon after the Mass, a cultural program was organized based on the theme ‘To see all things new in Christ’. 
The program commenced with a welcome address by Fr Provincial who invited Fr Xavier Alangaram, the 
Socius, to traditionally welcome the regional superior of Nepal and his consultors by presenting khadas. He 
also welcomed the team members of a committee appointed at the recommendation of Father General to 
carry out the SWOT Analysis for Discernment Towards the Process of Unification of Darjeeling Province and 
Nepal Region. They are Fr Prakash Louis (PAT), Fr John Ravi (DEL), Fr Paul D’Souza (GUJ), and Fr Marianus 
Kujur (RAN). Father Provincial in his welcome address invited the participants to continue to cherish the 
new apostolic enthusiasm and new life discovered inside themselves, and to continue to follow the new 
ways discovered during the Ignatian Year. St Joseph’s School of Darjeeling, St Xavier’s School of Alipurduar, 
Xavier Sangeetanjali and St Paul’s Parish from Kurseong presented very creative and thematic programs. 
Thereafter, a festive meal was served to all the participants by Fr Paulose Ezhakunnel with the support of 
the co-workers. 

GANDHI ASHRAM, KALIMPONG 
We dived straight into our Annual Interdisciplinary 
Project dedicated to the Ignatian Year in July. The 
objectives are to help the school's stakeholders get 
to know the Jesuits better and to enhance the Jesuit 
characteristics of the school. Staff Recollections 
based on the Spiritual Exercises were conducted by 
Fr Benoy Lama and Student Recollections for 
Students of Classes 5 up were conducted by Fr 
Roshan Kiro. Class Teachers put up Jesuit-themed 
Class Assemblies  
 
‘The Mission’, a very powerful film and apt for us - a 
Jesuit School with music at its core, was screened 
for students of Class 8 to 10, followed by a 
discussion on the various themes that the film 
touched upon. The Music & the Arts Team has been 
preparing the Chorus and the Orchestra, as well as 
the drama & dance troupes for the Musical titled ‘A 
Life of Purpose’ based on the history of the Jesuits 
connecting to our school and music. La Herida, by 
Cristobál Fones SJ from Chile, composed especially 
for the Ignatian Year will be premiered in Nepali as 
part of the Musical. The musical also features Ad 
Maiorem Dei Gloriam by Matthew Ferraro; ‘Take 
and Receive’ by Filipino jesuit, Felipe F Ramirez SJ, 
‘Prayer For Generosity’ in Indian Classical Style by 
Virgil Vihaan Sequeira based on Jacques Sevin SJ’s 

text; ’Fall in Love’ by Paulo K Tiról based on Joseph 
Whelan SJ’s text, popularly attributed to Fr. Pedro 
Arrupe SJ and Sonata Chiquitana IX by Ignazio Balbi 
and an extract from Domenico Zipoli SJ’s Gloria from 
Misa Brevis, both from the 18th Century Jesuit 
Missions in South America. The Project will end with 
the Ignatian Year Closing Mass on August 1 but will 
live on through the Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm 
that our teachers are studying simultaneously. 

 

PRABHU JISU CHURCH, MATIGARA 
In the month of June Fr John Tigga, the Parish Priest 
did the house blessing and offered Masses in some 

families along with house blessing. On 19 June Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Vincent Aind conferred the sacrament 
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of confirmation on twenty two children. After the 
Mass the Bishop verified and signed all the parish 
registers. On 10 July Christine and Crusbir Children 
were given an exposure at Gayaganga to the works 
of the daughters of the Cross in St Mary’s School 
and Navjeevan Hospital and of the works of the 
Jesuits in the Parish and St Peter’s School. After the 
visits, the children were given a Mass in the Parish 
Church. After lunch the children were taken to the 
old age home run by the Sisters of Missionaries of 
Charity at Mailanijote. On their way back, at 
Amdangi the parish priest organized a dance 
competition and a bible quiz.  
 
Presently the parish has been having regular Bible 
classes for Christine and Crusbir children and 
catechism classes for small children on every 
Saturday with the help of lay volunteers, FCC and FC 
sisters. With the completion of a round of SCC visits, 
the parish priest has begun a second round of family 
visits. 

ST VINCENT’S, HATIGHISA 
The month of July brought happiness to everyone's 
face. The children have brought the campus new life 
with the reopening of the school on 4 July and the 
boys’ hostel on 10 July. Fr Lawrence Thanislaus, the 
headmaster of the school, was away for a week in 
Tamilnadu for his B.Ed. final exams. During his 
absence Miss Prabha, the assistant Headmistress, 
took care of the school. 
 
Fr Alex Beck, the parish priest was engaged in 
offering Masses in every village during the month. 
Besides the preparations for the feast of St Ignatius 
of Loyola, he held a number of meetings with the 
various parish groups to share responsibilities 
among them. The parish campus is kept clean and 
tidy by these groups. The Youth and Christin groups 
of the parish took charge of the choir for the festive 
Mass. After the Mass on 31 July a short cultural 
program and football matches for men and women 
were organized.  

JESU ASHRAM, MATIGARA 
Jesu Ashram started screening vision testing for the 
Leprosy Patients in the month of June. Till date 58 
Leprosy patients have been taken to Medical 
College Hospital for eye check-up. So far 18 cataract 
operations have been done.  After the Operations 

Dr. Rupanjali Lakra, the Ophthalmologist visited the 
patients in Jesu Ashram at regular intervals to 
monitor their Condition.  On the other hand, Dr. 
Rupanjali presented an eye-care seminar for the 
Jesu Ashram personnel and nursing students on 9 
July.  She spoke on how to identify eye infections 
and deal with the situation. She also spoke about 
the cataract surgery and the medications thereafter 
for speedy recovery. 
  

Jesu Ashram is blessed now with Edwin Lepcha, 
another young doctor for the treatment of indoor 
and outdoor patients. He is available on emergency 
calls as well.  A group of 9 second year nursing 
students after completing a fifteen-day internship in 
a Super-specialized Hospital, have started going to a 
Government Block Health centre for experience in a 
real working situation.   

MANRESA NOVITIATE, KALIMPONG 
On 4 July two novices from Madurai Province and 
another two from Chennai province joined the 
novitiate. The first year novices concluded their 
probationary period with a day of recollection and 
Cassock Day. The next day we were taken to Gandhi 
Ashram School and St Joseph’s Church, 5th Mile for 
an outing. It was a time of relaxation and an 
exposure to mission work. On 6 July Sch. Saby, from 
Kerala province, came to make his annual retreat 
under Fr Oshish Tirkey. 
 
We began our new academic year on 11 July. The 
first-year novices have been getting acquainted with 
various office works of the house. In preparation for 
the feast of St Ignatius of Loyola, we began the 
Novena to St Ignatius from 22 July. All the novices 
were engaged in various works, both interior, and 
exterior, for the feast day celebration. One of the 
first year novices was kept under observation for 36 
hours in the Government Hospital at Kalimpong.  He 
was stung by a ‘black poisonous spider’.  

LOYOLA COLLEGE, NAMCHI 
Mr Chandra Gyan Tirkey, Assistant Professor 
participated in Summer School on Teacher 
Education: “Designing School Internship in Teacher 
Education Programmes” from 27 June to 2 July at 
Azim Premji University, Bangalore. The Cultural cum 
Sports meet was held on 2 July. Inter House Cultural 
and Sports Competitions for students were 
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organized on Solo & Duet Singing, Duet & Group 
Dance and games such as Table Tennis, Chess, 
Basketball, Volleyball, Throw Ball, and Badminton. 
The Exhibition on Visual Arts and Teaching Learning 
Materials was held on 20 July at Loyola College of 
Education, Namchi. Mr. K. Inbaraj, Chief Education 
Officer, Government of Sikkim, Namchi inaugurated 
the exhibition and appreciated the staff and 
students for the same. A large number of staff and 
students of various schools visited us and obtained a 
lot of information from the exhibits. 
 
The College Management organized a farewell 
programme on 23 July for the Final Semester 
Students and the Staff who left the college during 
the past 3 years. The students under the guidance 
of faculty conducted special morning assembly for 
nine days based on Ignatian themes as a 
preparation for the celebration of the feast of St. 
Ignatius of Loyola. The Counselling for B.Ed. 
admissions for the 2022-2024 batch took place 
during the month of July. 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, DARJEELING 
St Joseph’s School had a summer break for 10 days 
and resumed the classes for the Second Semester 
on 30 June. We have Mr Pema Tashi, a new 
Dzonkha teacher, appointed from the Second 
Semester in place of Mr Lopen. The PD and LD boys 
had elocution in their divisions in the first week of 

July. The Science department under the leadership 
of Mr Umesh Tiwari organized a ‘Science Exhibition’ 
in the school on 8 July for two days, in which many 
students invitee from other schools came to witness 
the exhibition. The basic idea of this exhibition was 

to focus on innovative ideas of the students and 
thus this science exhibition was named as ‘Exploring 
Infinity’. The exhibition was well appreciated by all. 
 
The school organized a short cultural programme in 
honor of Bhanu Jayanti on 12 July which was well 
appreciated and participated by the students. The 
school organized a parent-teacher meeting to 
enhance the performance of the students. The 
Inter-School Table Tennis Carnival was held at North 
Point in which St Joseph’s became runners up in the 
ICSE category. Along with Football, the Swimming 
season is open at the school. The staff of St Joseph’s 
had the Ignatian year concluding orientation on ILP 
(Ignatian Leadership Programme) in the school 
auditorium by Fr Xavier Alangaram and Dr 
Pawanbir Kaur. The ICSE & ISC results are out and 
all the students have passed out with remarkable 
performance. This year the school topper is 97.2% in 
ICSE and 96% (Science) in the ISC.  
 
We have two new members in the community -  Sch 
Rohan (DEL) will be doing his college studies at St 
Joseph’s College and Br Ashish from the Diocese of 
Darjeeling doing his first year regency at North 
Point. Fr Stanley Karakkada was away for three 
weeks in Spain to attend Jesuits’ International 
Alumni Congress and Fr Leo Thomas for two weeks 
at Trichy to write his M.Ed final exams. The 
Scholastics had a short semester break after their 
exams. They have resumed their classes after the 
break. Fr K. J. Joseph is busy attending a UGC based 
online seminar for a week.  

SACRED HEART CHURCH, DARJEELING 
Sacred Heart Parish church building completed fifty 
years this year.  The person who worked hard to 
build it was late Fr Vincent Curmi.  The parishioners 
recalled his contribution with fond memories and 
organized seniors’ day and inter SCC quiz 
competition in his name.  When the parish 
celebrated the parish feast on 10 July, Provincial, 
Rev. Fr John Wilfred Lobo as the chief guest 
declared closed the celebration of 50 years of the 
church building and declared the start of 125 years 
of the establishment of Sacred Heart Church. Earlier 
at the feast day Mass Fr Provincial delivered a well 
prepared homily in fluent Nepali. There was a short 
program before “Priti Bhoj” in the parish hall where 
the new parish flag was hoisted and the parish 
history was presented in power points prepared by 
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Mr Adam Tamang and Mr Michael Tamang.  The 
variety entertainment program in the afternoon 
brought children, youth and adults on the stage 
with their talents making the day enjoyable and 
memorable.   
 
Our parishioner Mr Jason Moktan, a part time 
lecturer of St Joseph’s College made Darjeeling and 
especially, the whole parish proud by winning the 
body building competition held in Delhi.  He won 
the Mr India title in Natural Physique Classic 
category.  In the midst of celebrations there was a 
time to mourn for the death of Marcus Gurung who 
along with other brave army men perished in the 
landslide that occurred in Manipur in the night of 29 
June.  His funeral was held on 3 July and burial was 
given with military funeral honors. 

PREMANJALI, MATIGARA 
The Pre-Novitiate program of the academic year 
2022-23 began on 1 July. This academic year, by 
God’s blessings and the hard work of the vocation 

promoters there are 32 Pre-Novices including 5 Pre-
Novices for Nepal Region and 3 candidates for the 
Diocese of Bagdogra. The academic program has 
well begun with emphasis on Spoken English in the 
beginning. The Pre-Novices are getting into the 
rhythm and way of life in formation gradually.  
 
Premanjali community celebrated the birthday of Fr 
Zacheus Dungdung on 20 July with the holy 
Eucharist; thereafter basketball matches were 
organized among the living groups. The entire 
community of Matigara came to Prabhat Tara to 
wish and celebrate the life and joy of Fr Zacheus 
and Fr Xavier Alangaram in the evening. The Pre-
Novices joined the choir for the closing ceremony of 
the Ignatian Jubilee Year on 29 July.  

VIDYAJYOTI, DELHI 
We, the theologians, reached Delhi on 6 July. We 
had a two-day orientation program in the 
community from July 8-9. The new-comers were 
solemnly welcomed and introduced to the 
community. We were very happy to meet many of 
our companions after a long time from different 
stages of formation.  
 
On 11 July we had the inauguration of the Jubilee 
Academic Year 2022-2023 with the theme 
“THEOLOGY AT THE SERVICE OF KERYGMA”. The 
Apostolic Nuncio to India and Nepal Most Rev. 
Leopoldo Girelli was the main celebrant for the 
Eucharist graced by Metropolitan Archbishop of 
Delhi Rev. Anil J.T. Couto, Auxiliary Bishop of Delhi 
Rev. Deepak Tauro and the JCSA President Fr 
Stanislaus D’Souza. On 12 July we had an opening 
lecture by Fr T.K John followed by the Principal and 
Rector’s address and the instructions on the 
functioning of Vidyajyoti by the registrar. We have 
begun our regular classes of the Academic Year 
2022-2023 from 13 July. We began the novena to St 
Ignatius of Loyola and fully engaged in the 
preparation for the feast of Saint Ignatius. 

DE NOBILI COLLEGE, PUNE 
On 9 July we had a day of recollection in the 
Community led by Fr Robert  Athickal SJ, from 
Patna Province. It was a wonderful opportunity for 
the entire community to renew the Ignatian spirit. 
The Academic Sessions are in full swing and the first 
year Philosophers are now tuned to the new 
understanding of the Philosophical world through 
various philosophical perspectives. From 18 July, we 
had a week of Inter College Football tournament. 
There were 7 teams participating in this 
tournament. It was a good moment for the 
newcomers to know each other. On 22 July we 
began our Novena to our founder Fr Ignatius. We 
are also getting ready to put up a play on Fr Stan 
Swamy. This play would be open for the audience of 
JD staff and students as well as for other religious in 
and around the campus. 

VIDYANIKETAN, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
After a three-day tiring yet fun-filled train journey, 
we reached Thiruvananthapuram on June 27. We 
were warmly received by Fr Antony, Vice-Superior, 
and Fr Swaminathan, Minister of the house. Their 
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warm reception has helped us feel at home and be 
one with every member of the community. Our 
academic year was solemnly inaugurated on 28 June 
with Mass to the Holy Spirit, by Fr Jose Mathew, 
Rector of St Xavier’s College, Thumba. On the same 
day, Fr Dasappan, Principal of St Xavier’s College, 
Thumba inspired us with his mesmerizing speech, 
kindling our Jesuit spirit. His message, enriched with 
inspiration and positivity, has helped us to begin our 
Juniorate with zeal and vigour. In the afternoon, Fr 

Jose Thachil, Minister of Vidyaniketan, conducted 
the ice breaking sessions. Fr Swaminathan, our 
minister explained our offices.  On 1 July, we had 
the diagnostic test in the morning and in the 
afternoon we had a short course on “Malayalam for 
Service” conducted by Sch. Charis and Sch. Thomas, 
Juniors from KER Province.  
 
All together we are 25 Scholastics from seven 
Provinces of India as one band of Ignatius in 

Vidyaniketan this year. The house is blessed with a 
conducive atmosphere and pleasant weather. After 
a week, we are now acquainted with the general 
duties and proceedings of the house. From 4 July, 
we began our regular classes. 

DHYAN ASHRAM, KOLKATA 
As soon as we arrived at Dhyan Ashram, Fr Vincent 
Patrick, the dean of the Juniorate, and Fr Sunny 
George, the Rector, welcomed us. On 27 June 2022, 
we had the inaugural Mass presided over by Fr 
Sunny George. On 28 June, we had the orientation 
session by Fr Patrick who explained to us the 
purpose of Juniorate and the schedule. He 
encouraged us to give our best in all the activities 
during this one year of course. We had classes on 
IPP, (Ignatian pedagogical paradigm) where we were 
shown the documentary film directed by Fr George 
Ponodath, one of the Jesuit priests of Calcutta 
province. The IPP has enabled us to apply the 
Ignatian method in our teaching and learning 
process. On 28 June, we had our first outing to the 
zoological garden in Alipore and to the Victoria 
Memorial Hall to fall back in history. From the 4th 
we began our classes. To know ourselves better Fr 
Dean conducted a diagnostic test for us. To be 
acquainted with Bengali culture and language we 
have been given Bengali classes. After a couple of 
weeks, we started our weekly ministries in the three 
substations of St. Joseph Parish, Raghabpur.  

REST IN PEACE 

Fr Susai Thomas (DUM)  66/47             30th June 
Fr Albert D'Silva SJ (KHM)   85/65   17th July 
Fr Joseph Alexander (CCU)  73/47   18th July 
NS Anuranjan K (MAP)  19/34 Days       24th July 
Fr Manuel Diaz Garriz (GUJ)  90/73   27th July 
Mrs. Am Bidha (92), Mother of Fr Kinley,   14th July 

“It is good to remind ourselves that the wound Ignatius suffered in 
Pamplona was not so much a happy ending, but rather a happy 
beginning,” Fr. General Sosa said. “Conversion consists sometimes 
of great moments of change, but it is also a never ending process. 
We need to put Christ in the center every time, again and again.” 
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