
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Prabhu Jisu Residence, Post Box 3, Matigara – 734 010, Dt Darjeeling, West Bengal 

No.9                              Newsletter of Darjeeling Jesuits - September~2021 

From the Provincial’s Desk         

If we want to have success in our dealings with 
other people, it’s inevitable to let go of the toxic 
habit of gossiping. Sometimes it’s very tempting to 
hear the latest rumours from other people. The 
problem is that most probably the person who 
tells us these rumours starts spreading rumours 
about us, once we turn our back on them. What is 
even worse for our reputation is what happens if 
we are the ones spreading the dirty little stories.  
 

So the message I have today is that if somebody 
starts gossiping in our presence, the best thing to 
do is to change the subject. Gossip and rumours 
are harmful and destructive. They can lead to huge 
misunderstandings. Sometimes we tell somebody 
quite a harmless story and as it goes from one 
person to another the story changes completely 
and gets worse and worse.  
 

Hence, let us not damage our trustworthiness and 
relationships by gossiping. Let us have sincere and 
profound conversations and reap the benefits 
further ahead. “Let no unwholesome word 
proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as 
is good for edification according to the need of the 
moment, so that it will give grace to those who 
hear” (Eph 4:29). Hence, let us stop gossiping 
because everybody wants to be with a person of 
integrity. 
 

APPOINTMENTS BY FR PROVINCIAL 
Fr Binay Xavier Kandulna – Vice Principal (Academic),                        

St Joseph’s college, Darjeeling 
Dn Anthony Xalxo - Diaconate Ministry, Gayaganga 
 
Change of Email Address: 
Fr Leo Thomas Alphonse - leothomassj@gmail.com 
 

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM 

SEPTMBER 2021 

01-  Visit to 5th Mile & Manresa, Kalimpong 
03-  Prabhat Tara, House Blessing 
04- Governing Body and General Body  
 Meeting of KESWS, Kalimpong 
05- Sunday Mass at Sakyong 
06-  North Zone Provincials Meet 
07- Province Consult, Hatighisa 
08- Mass & Inauguration of Grotto,  

             Wery Niwas 

10- NAAC – NBSXC, Rajganj 
15-16 Faith Formation Commission Meeting 
20-22 Visitation – Loyola House, Namchi 
 
 

PROVINCE CONGREGATION 
This is to remind the elected/appointed Jesuits that the 
Province Congregation will be held on 11 October 2021 
at Prabhu Jisu Residence, Matigara, at 6 p.m. 
 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions- September 2021 
An environmentally sustainable lifestyle: We pray 
that we all will make courageous choices for a 
simple and environmentally sustainable lifestyle, 
rejoicing in our young people who are resolutely 
committed to this. 
 

GANDHI ASHRAM SCHOOL, KALIMPONG 

After the summer break we had the House Days on 5th 
and 6th July where the teachers had one-on-one 
interaction with the students. On 7th July the second 
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semester online classes began. Fr Provincial was with 
us on 13th and 14th July for annual visitation.  On 28th 
July the school staff had a Covid- related volunteers 
training program given by Fr John Kennedy SJ, Sr 
Chunku Patrick SJC, Ms Binita Mothay and Adarsh Rai. 
Fr Kennedy highlighted the importance of spiritual and 
mental health during the Pandemic.  We observed the 
National Justice Day in honor of Fr Stan Swamy with a 
prayer service.  As a part of Ignatian Year and 
preparation for the feast of St Ignatius short reflections 
were given to the teachers during the Novena and 
teachers shared their reflections through short videos 
on various Ignatian themes. The feast day celebration 
was very meaningful with Fr Roshan Kiro SJ as the main 
celebrant, followed by a good lunch for the staff.   On 
14th August Fathers and Brothers from Manresa spent 
half a day with us.  On 23rd August we had a general 
meeting with students and parents of class 9 and 10.  

 

ST XAVIER’S CHURCH, SAKYONG 
From 2nd to 10th August, we had the annual retreat at 
Manresa Novitiate, Kalimpong. On 8th Aug Sch. Jeyaraj 
Solomon, after completing the B.Ed studies in Namchi, 
joined St Xavier’s church, Sakyong, for a year of mission 
experience.  Fr Basil Toppo took care of the parish 
pastoral needs for about a month, in the absence of Fr 
Benny Paul. Sch. Jeyaraj is busy taking tuitions for the 
children and visiting the families. He teaches catechism 
to the children on Sundays. On 21st Aug Sch. Jeyaraj 
celebrated his Birthday in the company of Manresa and 
Gandhi Ashram Jesuits.  

 

HUMAN LIFE DEVELOPMENT & RESEARCH 
CENTRE (HLDRC), MATIGARA 
The Nutrition Program for the children in tea gardens 
in the last two months has improved the health of 
about 600 children, as no mid-day meals were served 
since March 2021. Combining coaching with nutrition 
program has minimized school dropouts and facilitated 
learning while building up their immune system to face 
any 3rd wave. Thanks to SOS- India and Jesuit Missions 
UK for their generous support. 
HLDRC - Lok Manch network is actively involved in 
helping the people avail the state government’s Dure 
Sarkar (government welfare schemes at door steps) at 
the local levels. In collaboration with local community 
leaders and volunteers we helped the illiterate tea-
workers in filling various application forms to claim 
government welfare schemes. Our network is 
supported by Canadian Jesuits Mission.  
 
Human Rights Law Networks (HRLN) organized a state-
level workshop here recently. HLDRC is one of the 
active units of HRLN in West Bengal. Mr Collins 
Gonzalves, Founder, HRLN & senior advocate of the 

Supreme Court of India, his team and several High 
Court lawyers listened to the various grievances of  
about 80 leaders from different organizations working 

for tea workers. The team will present these issues 
through legal means and strive to provide justice to 
lakhs of vulnerable tea workers in economic, social and 
educational fronts. Fr. Pascal had gone to Delhi to visit 
his elder brother Anthony Xalxo who had a stroke on 
3rd August and was admitted to Holy Family Hospital, 
New Delhi. The visit was very consoling to his brother. 
There is some recovery. Thank you for your prayerful 
support to him. 

 

MUNGPOO AND SITTONG 
The First Semester exams of St Joseph’s School, 
Mungpoo, is deferred to a later date. The parent-
teacher’s meeting was attended by most of the 
parents. The approach road from the main road up to 

the school building was paved with asphalt and 
completed by the cinchona plantation authority. 
Different saplings including Asoka were planted in the 
campus. Fr Anuranjan is accompanying Fr Oshish until 
December. Both are spending 4 days a week in 
Mungpoo and 3 days in Sittong. At Sittong, the novena 
to St. Ignatius was conducted by the parishioners and 
the feast day Mass was celebrated by Frs Ajay, 
Jayantilal and Oshish, followed by lunch for all. 
Currently, the altar for the new church is being made.  

 

WERY NIWAS, KURSEONG 
National Justice Day was observed on 28th July in the 
parish with a candle light procession, reading of POSA’s 
letter, presenting the life story of Fr Stan, Holy Hour 
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and concluding with Mass. On the same day Triduum 
for the feast of St. Ignatius began. Being the Ignatian 
year, every day the youth presented the life story of St 
Ignatius in parts. Talks were given by Fr Peter Jong 
Lepcha, Fr Chiranjit Bara and Fr David Ekka. The youth 
have also prepared a shrine inside the church for the 
Ignatian year. On 31st the feast day of Ignatius was 
celebrated in a simple way with Mass in the parish and 
evening prayer in the community. Three couples are 
prepared for their nuptial blessing. The grotto of Our 
Lady of Good Health and a shrine of St. Ignatius are 
under construction in the community. 
 
In collaboration with Woodcot, the parish has 
distributed 20 piglets to 10 families, 1000 chicks to 30 
families, 3 tailoring machines to a group of 6 women 
and Rs. 10,000/- each to three women to start up 
business. This was part of the Covid-help program 
sponsored by the General Curia. 

 

NORTH BENGAL ST XAVEIR’S COLLEGE, RAJGANJ 
The even-semester exams were conducted in 
assignment mode. The college faculty members 
evaluated the answer scripts and mark slips were 
submitted to the university. Admission for 2021-22 
session is underway through online and offline modes. 
Meanwhile the college is working on a war footing in 
preparation for the NAAC peer team visit on 10-11 
September. Apart from these, Fr Lalit conducted a 
series of interviews to recruit Asst Professors for 5 
departments in place of those who left the college for 
greener pastures. One of the staff being missed is Mrs 
Sylvia Raha, fondly remembered for her commitment 
to the college works and help to students from tea 
garden community. We are glad to inform that our 
faculty members Ms Deepika Mazumdar 
(Microbiology), Mrs Aparna Chaterjee (Sociology) and 
Ms Haimanti Barman (Bengali) received their Ph.Ds 
last month, while Mrs Soumya Mitra and Mr Baiduriya 
Biswas (both from Geography) submitted their 
doctoral theses and half a dozen others are on the 
verge of completing their doctoral theses. 
 
On 18 August, the second vaccination camp was 
organized through Medica North Bengal Clinic, Siliguri. 
Despite the rain, 495 poor, sickly and elderly people 
from many villages of Rajganj Block were vaccinated 
with the 1st dose of Covishield. We are grateful to all 
the benefactors for enabling us to reach out to so many 
deserving people. We sense a general feeling of 
indebtedness among the locals and admiration for the 
College among local media.  On 21-22 August, to 
nourish the community spiritually, Fr Xavier gave us a 
day’s recollection while reminiscing his stay at the 
community. Fr Kalyan came along to spend a day with 
us.  

 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, DARJEELING 
The college was felicitated by the Government of West 
Bengal on 8th Kanyashree Day 2021, on 14 August, as 
the first ranking college for its performance in the 
academic year 2020-21 in implementing Kanyashree 
Prakalpa, the scholarship scheme that empowers girl 
students.  Fr Provincial has appointed Fr Binay Xavier 
Kandulna the Vice-principal (Academic) of the college. 
The results of even semesters were published on 21 
August in a record time and the college had an overall 
99 % of passing.  The outgoing third year students’ 
results were also praiseworthy. Of the 840 students 
who wrote the exam, the majority passed with a good 
percentage of marks in the cumulative six semesters. 
Online admissions for the academic year 2021-22 are 
on and the classes are likely to begin from the last week 
of September. 
 

Sacred Heart Church, Singamari: 31 children received 
their first Holy Communion on 15 August 2021. Due to 
the pandemic, the yearly house blessing is arranged in 
a different manner this year; Mass for different blocks 
of the parish is offered in the church and all the family 
members attend the mass and the prayer used for 
house blessing is recited together. Once they reach 
their homes, the families are instructed to have their 
family prayers where the head of the family blesses the 
members and sprinkles the holy water. Parishioners 
are open and are cooperative to this adapted form of 
house blessing. Renovation and repair work has 
resumed after a short period of lockdown. 
 

Arrupe House: Fr. K.L George directed the annual 
community retreat for the Kalimpong Jesuits from 02 
August to 10 August in Manresa, Kalimpong.  

 

MANRESA NOVITIATE, KALIMPONG 

The novena to St Ignatius was conducted 
creatively by the novices in this jubilee year.  On 
31st July, Fr Shaji Joseph was the main celebrant 
of the solemn Mass and Fr Roshan Kiro 
concelebrated. We had basketball match and 
other programmes during the day. In the evening, 
we had a festive gathering with our dispersed 
community members and Fathers from St 
Augustine’s School. The novices staged a much 
appreciated Jesuit role-play, depicting the role of 
a few significant Jesuits.  
 
All the Jesuits of the Dispersed Community began 
their annual retreat, on the theme “Conversion 
and Newness in Christ” on 2nd August and 
concluded it on 10th August. Fr K. L. George 
directed the retreat. During that period of time, 
the novices were glued to their desks doing their 
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academic assignments. On 11th August, Fr John 
Wilfred Lobo, the Provincial, arrived at Manresa to 
conclude his annual visitation by meeting with the 
community members. He celebrated the Mass for 
the community after the meeting. Indeed, it was a 

moment of immense joy and blessing for all of us. 
Manresa had its day-long outing to Gandhi Ashram 
School and St Joseph’s Parish on 14th August. It 
was an experience of sharing our brotherly love, 
joy and peace. On the feast of the Assumption of 
our Lady and the Independence Day, we had a 
Solemn Mass presided over by Fr Socius. The 
national flag was unfurled by Br Gabriel Gurung, 
the chief guest of the ceremony. Pilat Narzary, the 
second year novice, delivered his well-prepared 
and thought-provoking speech on the occasion. 
Later in the week, all the novices had the 
opportunity to deliver their Independence Day 
speeches in the class room. There was a day of 
recollection for the community from 20th evening 
to 21st noon. Fr Director gave the points for 
recollection to the first-year novices, while Fr 
Socius gave to the second-year novices. It ended 
with a sacrament of reconciliation service. Due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 situation in the country, Fr 
Shaji attended the annual Novice Masters’ Meet 
online on 22nd August.  

 

ST VINCENT’S, HATIGHISA 
 The Second Term exams are over for Primary and High 
School. Admission to class XI and XII is completed 
successfully. Many more are seeking admission but we 
are unable to accommodate.  A Seminar for the school 
staff on ‘Inter-faith experience, finding God in all 
things’ was conducted by Fr John Kennedy as part of 
the Ignatian year program.  
 

Fr Lawrence organized a meeting of all the school 
heads of Bagdogra Diocese on 9th August to discuss 
matters pertaining to schools. Rt Rev. Vincent Aind, 
Bishop of Bagdogra, was present throughout the 
meeting to support, inspire and guide us with his 

insights. Fr Peter Pappu and the Gayaganga 
community members with the help of Fr Lawrence 
organized a vaccination camp on 24th August for 264 
people at St. Peter’s Church, Gayaganga. In response to 
Fr Provincial’s recommendation in his visitation, we are 
planning to begin “Duare Shiksha” – Education at their 
door steps - for primary children from 1st September. 
Our school is in the process of forming the alumni 
association.  
 
Fr Alex Beck has resumed Masses for the faithful. A 
Leadership program for the parish youth was 
conducted by Fr John Kennedy and Fr Alvin Minj. The 
response was wonderful. Fr Beck, along with the 
community members, organized a free vaccination 
camp on 26th at St. Vincent’s for 253 people. Thanks to 
the donors for sponsoring this program. 

 
We have eight candidates for our province and one for 
the Darjeeling diocese. Sch. Gorak Rudum takes 
English classes and Sch. John Lepcha teaches them 
prayers and takes care of their other needs. Two more 
will join us soon.  We prepared ourselves spiritually 
through novena prior to the feast of St Ignatius of 
Loyola. The main celebrant on the feast day was Fr 
Alex, Superior.  Before noon we had a short prayer 
service conducted by Schs. Gorak and John. The 
neighboring religious communities and diocesan 
brothers doubled our joy by their august presence. We 
were graced especially by the visitation of Rev. Fr John 
Wilfred Lobo, our Provincial from 16th to 18th August.  

 

ST JOSPEH’S SCHOOL, DARJEELING 
On 31st July we celebrated the feast of St Ignatius with 
the Bishop of Darjeeling and the diocesan and Salesian 
fathers. Two Ranchi Scholastics have come for their 
graduation course at St Joseph’s College and they are 
staying in the school Community. So the community’s 
strength has increased to 13. Fr Rector was generous 
to give a scooty for the use of Scholastics. Fr Anuranjan 
Ekka went to Sittong on 9th August to accompany Fr 
Oshish. We celebrated the Festival of Onam on 21st 
August with the staff. All the scholastics are involved in 
pastoral ministry in Lepcha Busty Parish. They teach 
Catechism to Crusvir and youth. Free Covid vaccination 
camp was held at St Joseph’s school North Point on 23rd 
August and from 26th to 28th of August for the hill 
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people. On 21st August, the school began admission for 
class III for the year 2022. Admission for class VI will 
begin on 1st September 2021. Apart from regular 
classes, Fr Leo and the staff keep the students busy 
with various activities. As part of the Ignatian year 
monthly programme, the school conducted PPT (INIGO 
500) competition for the UD and SD students. Inigo 500 
Quiz was conducted for all the students just before the 
feast day of St Ignatius.  

 

HAYDEN HALL, DARJEELING 
We celebrated the Feast of St Ignatius of Loyola with 
much devotion and grandeur after the nine-day 
novena honouring and praying for the intercession of 
the Saint. Each day one of the staff members 
conducted the novena based on a key Ignatian theme. 
On the 31st July Fr Paul D’Souza and Fr John Kennedy 
celebrated the Holy Eucharist.  
  
We collaborated with the Inner Wheel Club, Darjeeling, 
and conducted an awareness program on the 
importance of breastfeeding. 30 local mothers were 
trained on this by Sr Chunku Sherpa. a new project 
called My Local Library was launched in Kalej Valley 
(Darjeeling district) and Sakyong (Kalimpong district), 
on 20th and 25th August respectively. At Kalej Valley 
the community purchased a bookshelf for the library. 
We provided 125 books for 22 children who are linked 
with Hayden Hall through our after-school study center 
program. The library is also a resource center for the 
teachers who volunteer and support our students. At 
Sakyong, we opened two centers with 20 and 25 
students respectively and 250 books have been given 
to them with the help of several people. The 
bookshelves were sponsored by the volunteer teachers 
themselves which shows their zeal and positivity to 
encourage the children to read. On 23rd August, in 
collaboration with Lali Guras, a not-for-profit 
organization based in Kolkata, we held a free 
vaccination drive in our premises. 290 people of 
different age groups got their first dose of covishield. 

 

XAVIER SANGEETANJALI, MATIGARA 

The pandemic and lockdown have adversely affected 
our music and dance classes. However, we have regular 
online music and dance classes for different groups. 

We are planning to begin our offline classes very soon. 
On the occasion of the feast of St Ignatius of Loyola and 
the celebration of Ignatian Year, our staff and students 
produced a music and classical dance-video song in 
Hindi in honor and praise of St Ignatius. It is uploaded 
in our YouTube account Xavier Sangeetanjali. It was 
well appreciated by all who saw and enjoyed. Fr. Kalyan 
was invited for a tabla recording to pay Sraddhanjali 
(homage) to Guru Binu Adhikari, a famous tabla player 

of Siliguri. Many of our students are becoming popular 
in social media with their singing, thereby gaining lots 
of self-confidence. We have developed a website 
xaviersangeetanjali.wixsite.com that gives all the 
information on Sangeetanali; it already has Face book, 
Instagram and YouTube accounts.   

 
PREMANJALI, MATIGARA 
We are blessed with 9 pre-novices for the academic 
year 2021-22, in spite of the prevailing situation. For 
the first time, we have a candidate from Shillong, 
Meghalaya for our province. Out of 9, two candidates 
belong to Dumka Raiganj Province and one to Bagdogra 
Diocese. They are gradually coming into the rhythm of 
pre-novitiate life. The visitation of Fr Provincial to 
Premanjali community was a graceful occasion to see 
the blessings and move forward in the mission at a 
personal and community level. Premanjali–Jesu 
Ashram community celebrated the birthday of Fr 
Kalyan on 27th August.  

 

LOYOLA COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, NAMCHI 
The feast day of the patron of the college, St Ignatius of 
Loyola, was celebrated with a Mass followed by a final 
badminton match on 31st July by the community 
members and hostellers. The final semester students 
of B.Ed and M.A in Education wrote their semester-end 
examination through ‘Take Home Examination’ mode 
during the first week of August. The final semester B.Ed 
students had their Final Teaching evaluation online by 
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the external examiners from other B.Ed colleges. A 
farewell, for the outgoing community members, was 
organized on 7th August with a thanksgiving Mass by Fr 
Cherian Padiyara, Fr Francis George and Fr Justin 
Thiraveyam.  

The Jesuits left for their provinces on the following day. 
Fr Francis George inaugurated the 3rd Semester B.Ed 
online classes on 17th August which was attended by 
the faculty members and almost all the students. 

 

JESUIT NIVAS, BANGALORE 
Jeusit Nivas community had not fully overcome the 
grief of the sudden departure of Fr Praveen from this 
world on 22nd April, 2021 when it was struck by another 
blow with the demise of our beloved Fr Roshan Lobo 
due to heart attack on 13th August. He was just 49. He 
assumed the office of the Secretary of Bangalore Jesuit 
Education Society (BJES) just two months ago. Sch. 
Roshan Gyan Topno made the annual retreat along 
with the scholastics of Asha Kiran, Mangalore, at 
Mount St. Joseph from 5th to 12th August. He was lucky 
to meet our Schs. Sawan, Joseph and Kuldeep. On 12th 

Sch. Sawan celebrated his birthday. On 16th August the 
third semester began online and the classes are going 
on in full swing.  

 

ASHA KIRAN, MANGALORE 
After the annual retreat at Mount St Joseph, the 
second year scholastics had ITI and other courses. On 
15th August we had a good celebration of the 
Independence Day in the morning with a grand Mass. 
The 1st years visited various mission stations across 
Karnataka and returned on 26th August. Now we are 
preparing to give adieu to our third year scholastics. 

 

SACRED HEART COLLEGE, SHEMBAGANUR 
The Tertianship programme at Shembagnur was 
inaugurated with a meaningful Eucharistic celebration 
presided over by Fr Patrick Ravichandran, the superior 
of the community on 2nd August 2021. He prayed and 
thanked God almighty for 20 tertian fathers from 12 
Jesuit provinces. The tertian instructors, Frs Arul Sivan 
and Jose Jacob conducted a well-planned orientation 

programme to be trained and formed in the "Schola 
Affectus", the School of Heart. We were privileged to 
be visited by Fr Danis Ponniah, the provincial of 
Madurai province, who enriched us with valuable 
experiences of God's constant accompaniment in his 
life and in the mission of the province. On 26th August 
we went for a pilgrimage to Our Lady of 'La Salette' 

shrine in Kodaikanal. It was a "Kairos" moment for us 
all to place ourselves at the feet of Our Lady, seeking 
her intersession to accompany us in our one month 
Spiritual Journey with our Lord. We start our Long 
Retreat on 27th August. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

REST IN PEACE 
Fr Placie Fonseca (BOM)  84/62  1st August 
Fr Cheruparambil J (AND) 72/56 7th August 
Fr Gregory Naik (GOA)  88/70  9th August 
Fr Roshan Lobo (KAR)   49/32 13th August 
Fr Joseph Parekkattil (PAT)  85/65  27 August 

Mrs.Kathrina John (86), Mother of Fr Cherian     
Maliekal died on 28th August 

 
 
This Ignatian Year is a pilgrimage of 
conversion. Pope Francis, in his recent 
book Let Us Dream, says a pilgrim is 

someone “who decentres and so can 
transcend. She goes out from herself, 
opens herself to a new horizon, and 
when she comes home she is no longer 
the same, and so her home won't be the 
same. This is a time for pilgrimages.” 
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