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No.12                                         Newsletter of Darjeeling Jesuits             December~2022 

Provincial’s Message 
Christmas reminds us that God continues to love us all, 
even the worst of us. He says to each one of us today: “I 
love you and I will always love you, for you are precious 
in my eyes”. God does not love us because we think and 
act the right way. His love does not depend on us. We 
may have mistaken ideas or made a complete mess of 
things, but His love does not change. In the beauty of 
this love, we also discover our own beauty. For better 
or worse, in sickness and in health, whether happy or 
sad, in His eyes we are beautiful, not for what we do but for what we are. So Christmas reminds us of this 
intangible beauty, the core of our being. Whatever goes wrong in our life, whatever does not work in our 
life, whatever problems we are caught up with, they are secondary when faced with Jesus’ extravagant 
love.  
 
Hence Christmas invites us to abandon ourselves to His love that comes to save us every moment of our life. 
Just like God, we need to become a gift to give meaning to life. God could not keep for himself Jesus, the 
gift of gifts but gave that gift to us.  God did not change our history by pressurizing us but by the gift of His 
very life. He did not wait until we were good before He loved us, but gave Himself freely to us. When our 
heart is poor in love, let us feel this Christmas night. The grace of God has appeared to shine forth in our 
life. Let us accept this grace and allow the light of Christmas to continue to shine forth in us. 
 

Appointment by Father General 
Fr Vincent Hansdak - Provincial of Hazaribag 

Left the Society 
Sch. Arbind Ekka on 28th November 2022 

 

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM - DECEMBER 2022 
01-02 Prabhu Jisu Residence - Meetings 
03-04 Alipurduar - Blessing of Jesuit Residence 
05-07 Bengal Regional CRI Meeting 
08- Diamond Jubilee of Darjeeling Diocese 
 Silver Jubilee of Bishop Stephen 
09- Meetings in Gayaganga-St Peter’s/St Mary’s 

10- Province Consult 
12-16 DLP in Bangalore 
17-20 DAC Meetings at PJR, Matigara 
21- Meeting of St Michael’s, NP 
22-  GB meeting of LCE, Namchi 
23- Christmas Gathering – Jesu Ashram 

 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 2022 
Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations: We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to 
human development find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to 
international cooperation. 



GANDHI ASHRAM, KALIMPONG 
We celebrated Children’s Day with the annual 
games festival. Game on as well as teachers putting 
up a show for the students - singing, dancing and 
acting. Through the generous contribution of the 
teachers, students enjoyed a grand meal complete 
with sweets. The Kalimpong District Child Protection 
Unit organised a training on Child Rights for all 340 
of our students, 55 parents and 30 staff in 
collaboration with the District Social Welfare 
Officer, Child Welfare Committee and One Stop 
Centre. The School Orchestra and vocal soloists also 
presented 2 pieces of music – Mayal Lyang (Lepcha) 
and Phulko Aakhaa Ma (Nepali) at the Child Rights 
Event at Kalimpong Town Hall.  
 
Our Class 8 and 9 students attended an awareness 
programme on Early Marriages organised by Bal 
Suraksha Abhiyan Trust. BSA also organised a 
District School level meeting to discuss a way 
forward given the post COVID challenges that all 
schools are facing. Our Health Coordinator, Teacher 
Mentors and Assistant Director participated in the 
meeting. 

 
53 students from our School Orchestra and Chorus 
along with the Music Teachers and Volunteers 
performed a 1.5 hour long concert at the first ever 
Kalimpong Silk Route Festival organised by Mani 
Trust in town. Our collaboration with the Symphony 
Orchestra of India based in Mumbai, brought a 
quartet to spend 3 days with us to see our Music 
Program, perform for our children, workshop with 
them as well as work with our Music Teachers and 
Volunteers. It culminated in a Musical Morning with 
all the groups performing also some Nepali music 
together. Our dancers presented a movement piece 
(video) called ‘In Harmony’ for an International 
Conference on Activating New Leadership, 
organised by Communita di Etica Vivente, Italy. 
 

We have introduced a News reading series and 
Village description series at Assembly time.  Our 
Class 4 and 5 students visited Darjeeling Train 
Station, Hayden Hall, Chowrasta and Darjeeling Zoo 
on their educational class outing. Our Class 10 
students just finished writing their Send Up exams. 
The rest of the school is gearing up for their Term 2 
Written Evaluations.  

Mr Virgil Vihaan Sequeira 
 

ST PETER’S, GAYAGANGA 
The DIS and AIS visited our school on the 
9th November. They addressed the students and had 
a short interactive session with the students. On the 
14th November the children’s day was celebrated. A 
cultural program was organized by the staff for the 
students. On 18th November a free eye check-up 
camp was conducted in the school by the Lions club, 
Siliguri. The students participated also Youth 
Parliament Competition at the Divisional Level held 
in Mal College. The selection exams for class X and 
XII commenced from the 22nd November. The 
entrance Test for class V was conducted on the 
26th November. 318 students appeared for this test. 
  
On the 13th November the Parish Youth Day was 
celebrated and 615 youth participated in the 
program. “Synodal Church - Communion, 
Participation and Mission” was the theme taken for 
the day. Fr Mathias Toppo and Fr Joseph Xaxa were 
the resource persons. On the 20th the feast of Christ 
the King was celebrated and Rt. Rev. Bishop Vincent 
Aind offered the Holy Eucharist for the faithful.  He 
administered the sacraments of first communion 
and confirmation to a few adults on this day. On the 
25th  the Vocation Promoters and Pre-Novitiate 
Directors of South Asia visited the community to get 
a glimpse of the Gayaganga Mission.  

Fr Nabor Dungdung 
 

ST VINCENT’S, HATIGHISA 
On All Souls’ Day Catholic Masses were offered in 
every village under the parish remembering the 
dead during the Masses. Besides the community 
members, Fr Xavier Alangaram, Fr Edward 
Arokiaraj and Fr Philemon Tirkey from different 
communities assisted Fr Alex Beck, the Parish Priest 
on this special occasion.  In the same week Fr Bijay 
Kindo with his team addressed the Parish youth 
studying in other schools and colleges with the 
objective of starting the AICUF in Hatighisa. On the 
20th the Feast of Christ the King was celebrated and 



Fr Lalit Tirkey was the main celebrant. After the 
feast eight couples were given a week long marriage 
preparation classes. Mr Ruben, the Parish catechist 
and his team animated the program.  
 
A team from Seva Kendra, Siliguri addressed the 
senior students on issues such as addictions to 
mobiles, tobacco products, migration, and abuses of 
different kinds. Lions club of Siliguri conducted an 
eye camp on Children’s Day. Around 2000 students 
of our school underwent eye vision tests free of 
cost. The Police personnel from Naxalbari Block also 
conducted an awareness program for the senior 
students on traffic rules and regulations in order to 
inculcate a sense of road safety in them. The school 
has begun the distribution of admission forms for 
class V and the Primary section for the academic 
year 2023. The interviews and admission tests for 
the vacant seats will be held in the following month.  
 
On the 15th, Fr John Wilfred Lobo, the Provincial 
and Fr Joe Victor, the Province Treasurer made an 
official visit to our mission to seek accountability of 
the men in-charge of different units regarding the 
short term and long term apostolic and financial 
plans with the resources identified and mode of 
implementation over the next two years for the 
qualitative growth of the mission entrusted to their 
care. On the 27th the Pre-Novitiate Directors cum 
the Vocation Promoters of the South Asia visited the 
mission with Fr John Kennedy and Fr Bijay Kindo. 
The classmates of Fr Lawrence from Tamil Nadu also 
visited the mission and spent a few days with us. Fr 
Lawrence took them to different places in the 
Province to give them some exposure to the works 
of the Jesuits. Fr Fredrick Baraik, on the other hand, 
represented the community for the Blessing of the 
second block of Loyola High School at Uttar Salbari 
on the 28th. During the month Scholastic Prabhu 
attended Motor Driving Classes in Bagdogra. 

Sch Prabhu Bhengra 
 

JESU ASHRAM, MATIGARA 
On 30 October Jesu Ashram organized a medical 
camp in Gulma parish to provide free medical 
services and a complete full body medical check-
up for the poor population.  Out of the seven 
persons, on 15 November five were helped to 
undergo cataract surgery in North Bengal Medical 
College and Hospital. On 17 November a few of the 
former nursing students working in Kanpur and 
Uttar Pradesh paid a surprise visit to their alma 

mater. They spent time giving the present nursing 
students self-assurance and motivation with their 
hospital experiences.  They also gave them a few 
tips on how to be competent and successful in their 
nursing profession.  
 
Jesu Ashram conducted the eligibility test for the 
new applicants to the nursing course on 19 
November 19. The number of candidates selected 
for the session 2023 is 20. On 21 November, Ms 
Mamta, one of the patients who is mentally 
challenged, was assisted by Sr Geeta FC and Mr 
Prakash, one of the staff members, to get admitted 
to the Central Institute of Psychiatry, Kanke, Ranchi, 
for better medical treatment.  
 
Jesu Ashram was very blessed with the visit of Sr 
Pushpa, the Superior General of the Daughters of 
the Cross, with her assistant, to Jesu Ashram on 23 
November to meet her sisters working here and also 
to witness the compassionate work of the Institute. 
They were very inspired by the serenity of the 
campus and the facilities with which services were 
rendered to the sick and destitute. 
 
At the parish level “Christ the King” procession was 
held from the leprosy ward on 20 November. It was 
indeed a moment of grace for many of the patients 
in the campus. A few who could walk joined the 
procession.  

Fr Julius Kujur 
 

JESU NIKETAN SCHOOL, MATIGARA 
The school campus has been bustling with 
academic, infrastructural and cultural activities. As a 
result, the campus has become indeed a place of 
joyful learning. On 7 November the school 
celebrated 25 years of Fr Alvin Minj’s Priesthood. On 
this occasion the school staff joined him at home for 
the Thanksgiving Mass at Amdangi. 
 
The school also celebrated International Children's 
Day on November 14 and 19.  On the 14th the 
celebration was with the students and staff of Jisu 
Niketan alone and on the 19th with Mrs. Sujata 
Lepcha and the Study Center volunteers from 
Hayden Hall, Darjeeling. A range of cultural and 
entertainment programs were put up on these days 
by the staff and students. The children were 
honored with awards for their outstanding 
performance in handicraft work during the holidays. 
A children's handicraft exhibition was also organized 



on the school campus during the month. On 19 
November, a parent-teacher meeting was held to 
discuss a child’s progress at school and find 
solutions to academic or behavioural problems.  

Fr Alvin Minj 
 

LOYOLA COLLEGE, NAMCHI 
The inauguration ceremony of the new academic 
year 2022-23 was held on 14 November. Fr John 
Wilfred Lobo, the President of Sikkim Jesuit Society 
and Governing Body of the College, Fr Francis AV, 
Principal and Fr Justin Thiraveyam, Vice Principal 
along with other dignitaries on the dais inaugurated 
the function by lighting the lamp and Fr John 
Wilfred Lobo inspired the faculty members and 
student-teachers by speaking about the importance 
of education and asserted that education is the only 
key to success in our personal and professional life. 
He placed education in the global context and 
stressed the need of holistic development.  
 
The National Voter Awareness Contest by the 
Election Commission of India’s SVEEP (Systematic 
Voters' Education and Electoral Participation) 
program brings out the talent and creativity of 
people to strengthen democracy through their 
active involvement. Therefore, Election Cell, Namchi 
conducted a Quiz Competition on Electoral Process 
on 21 November at district administrative complex, 
Conference Hall, Namchi. Ten students of first 
semester participated and bagged the third prize in 
quiz competition. The Quiz Contest was to engage 
with inquisitive minds to gauge the awareness level 
of participants regarding the electoral process in the 
country. 
 
Fr Lawrence Thanislaus addressed the Loyola Family 
on 25 November. He shared his expectations, 
experiences and useful strategies as Headmaster. 
He highlighted the importance of observation, need 
of updating knowledge, walk the talk and positive 
attitude to become good teachers. His talk was very 
inspiring, informative and enlightening. LCE 
Pedagogy Professors attended a workshop on 
‘Lesson Plan based on Herbartian Approach for B.Ed. 
Colleges in Sikkim’ on 26 November at Government 
B.Ed. College, Soreng. Three B. Ed Colleges of Sikkim 
came to the consensus to follow the same lesson 
plan format in their respective pedagogy such as 
Pedagogy of English, Pedagogy of Science, Pedagogy 
of Maths and Pedagogy of Social Sciences. 

Fr Francis AV 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, DARJEELING 
The heads of Anglo-Indian Schools had a meeting at 
St Helen’s School to plan out the inter-school 
activities for the academic year 2023. After a short 
Diwali break, the classes are going on in full swing, 
keeping in mind the final semester exams for the 
academic year 2022. On ‘All Souls’ Day, the Holy 
Eucharist was celebrated at St Joseph’s old 
cemetery below St Michael’s convent to remember 
our departed brothers and their contributions. 
Some of the relatives of our departed brothers were 
present as well for the Mass. The school had its 
annual school fete on 12 November on the PD flat 
with lots of fun games for the students. It was 
participated well by the parents and students of 
other schools as well. On the occasion of children’s 
day, the staff organized a programme on the 14th. 
The North Point Primary Division put up a Christmas 
Carol show for the students and parents, which was 
well appreciated by the parents. The school 
teaching staff had a day of picnic at Singla on the 
25th.  
 
Fr Xavier Alangaram, the PCF made a visit to the 
community to meet the scholastics. Sch. Arif Beck 
joined the other regents on a trip to Alipurduar for 
faith sharing. The Bishop of Darjeeling Rt. Rev 
Stephen Lepcha made his annual retreat at North 
Point community. Fr Stanley has gone to Kolkata 
and Fr Leo Alphonse to Uttar Salbrai, to make their 
annual retreat. The Scholastics along with the 
Seminarians went for a 4 day trek to Sandakhpur.  

Fr Anuranjan Ekka 
 

NORTH BENGAL ST XAVIER’S COLLEGE, RAJGANJ 
After the end of the internal exams some revision 
classes are going on while B.Com, 3rd and 5th 
Semester students have gone on their 'study Leave' 
in view of their anticipated university exams starting 
from 1 December. Earlier in month Social Service 
Cell organised a Fund-Raising drive to collect some 
funds for the underprivileged and needy in the 
nearby villages and tea gardens. NSS group 
members are also collecting warm clothes for 
distribution. In order to attract some prospective 
students in the college, two school-level events 
were conducted: First, an inter-school debate 
competition on an interesting title: 'My mobile 
phone is closer to me than my parents’. City schools 
such as, Goenka Pubic School, Nirmala Convent, 
DPS, Techno-India, DAV, Fulbari, Holy Child and 
North Point Public School participated. The second 



one was Youth Parliament session in which 17 
students from four well-known schools participated. 
Now with university exams around the corner, 
sobriety has descended in the campus. 
 
We have had the pleasure of having many guests 
from the province for overnight stay and even for a 
cup of tea. SWOT Analysis team members came 
over for dinner while provincial and province 
treasurer also came for a meeting with the 
community. Students from Carmel School, Ambari 
came for an outing. The vocation promoters and 
Pre-Novitiate Directors from across the South Asian 
Assistancy came by for a visit and dinner with the 
community. Community is indeed ever ready to 
welcome one and all with Fr Bijay Kindo as Minister 
and Fr Deven Yonzon as main chef ever ready to 
serve! 

Fr Lalit Tirkey 
 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, DARJEELING 
The College Girls Football Team participated in the 
Phulmaya Pokhrin Women’s Tournament organized 
by Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Sports Association at 
Lebong on 3 November. The team finished second in 
the tournament. On 4 November a cyber-awareness 
program was organized by the Department of 
Computer Science in collaboration with the 
Darjeeling District Police to curtail the growing cases 
of cyber fraud. About 150 students along with the 
officials from the cybercrime police station 
participated in the program. The event highlighted 
various cyber scams and techniques used by the 
scamster for cyber fraud. There was also a special 
awareness program on the safety of women in 

cyberspace. From November 4-6 a three-day 
Spiritual Renewal Program was organized for fifty-
four AICUF students by Fr Frank Subba at Loyola 
Pastoral Centre, Matigara. Ms. Nima Laden and Mr. 
Lalit Thapa of the Political Science Department 
lifted the Youth Parliament Competition (YPC) Quiz 
Competition held at the divisional level on 9 
November. They defeated 13 teams that took part 

in the competition from different colleges. They are 
now qualified to represent the entire North Bengal 
region at the State level in Kolkata. 
  
The IQAC of St Joseph’s college and Barrackpore 
Rastraguru Surendra Nath College, Kolkata 
organized a Student Exchange Programme for three 
days from November 17-20. After the inaugural 
session on 18 November students were divided into 
three groups. The science students were taken to 
the Incubation Centre for hands-on training on 
instrumentation techniques and arts students were 
initiated to Students Talk and group discussion in 
the Dept of Political Science. The 2nd session of the 
event was a mini seminar for both teachers and 
students. Four research papers by the teachers on 
the common themes related to students’ interest 
such as waterborne disease, constructivist approach 
to teaching and learning etc. were presented. 
Students were also taken for a field visit in and 
around Darjeeling.  

Fr Donatus Kujur 
 

REGENTS’ FAITH SHARING 
The regents along with Fr Xavier Alangaram went 
for Faith Sharing to St Xavier’s School Jesuit 
Community, Alipurduar on 19 November. On the 
way we paid a visit to Loyola Niwas, Uttar Salbari, 
where we were welcomed warmly by Fr Basil 
Toppo, the Superior and his community members. 
Fr Xavier, being the president of the Loyola School, 
attended the managing committee meeting of the 
school.  After having a good lunch hosted by the 
community, we resumed our journey to Alipurduar.  
Fr Santy Mathew, the Superior, welcomed us at the 
community in the evening with a fellowship dinner 

arranged in the community. On 20 November, on 
the following day we had our faith sharing.  It was a 
refreshing and reenergizing experience for us 
scholastics. The sharing was based on the 
foundational experience of Jesus in life, vocation 



story and consolation and challenges we go through 
in this digital world. We benefitted tremendously 
from the sharing by listening to each other’s 
consolation and desolation. We ended the sharing 
with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, 
commemorating the feast of Christ the King. It was a 
unique opportunity for us to go back in life and 
share the experience of Jesus with grateful hearts.  

Sch. Rajan Minj  
 

VIDYA JYOTI, DELHI 
Fr Stanislaus D’Souza, the POSA, visited Vidyajyoti 
community from October 1-5. He briefed us about 
various projects being undertaken in the assistancy. 
The community went for a much-awaited Delhi 
Darshan on 29 October. We were awed at the rich 
history Delhi holds. As a part of the Jubilee year 
celebration of Vidyajyoti, the college organized an 
inter-class basketball match on 25 October.  On 13 
November, Vidyajyoti Distant Education Program (VJ 
DEPTH) conducted a Convocation Day and awarded 
certificates. It was inspiring to see many lay people 
taking up theological studies. In the first week of 
November, we were kept busy preparing for the 
semester exams. The exam was from November 14-
18. Soon after the exam, students dispersed for a 
four-day cultural tour. Classes for the new semester 

will resume on 28 November. Fr Xavier Alangaram, 
the PCF, visited the Scholastics on 25 Nov. He was 
on his way to Rome to attend the training program 
for Socii. Fr Frank Subba as well arrived on the same 
day in Delhi. He will be taking classes for the first-
year students on the gospel of Mark.  

Sch. Roshan Gyan Topno 
 

JUNIORATE, TRIVANDRUM 
This term was filled with deep academic learning. 
Successive internal tests were being conducted as 
part of our assessment. We had a three-day course 
on “Media Education” conducted by Fr George 
Sebastian from Nov 9th-11th. It was informative 
which provided profound insights of the role of 
media in the virtual world. A lot of preparations 

were being made for the feast of St John 
Berchmans, patron of Scholastics on Nov 26 and the 
Advent Season. Few provincials from the south 
attended the feast here at Vidyaniketan.  

Sch. Aatish Prabhu 
 

DE NOBILI COLLEGE, PUNE 
We began the month of November reflecting upon 
the theme on “Preparing Men of Learning for 
Mission” led by Fr Wendel D’Cruz, the PCF of 
Bombay Province. From  November 6-12, we had 
the visitation of Fr Jerome Stanislaus D’Souza 
(POSA) and Fr Arjen Tete (CSIF). Their presence 
brought grace filled moments to all the members of 
the community. On November 18 we celebrated our 
JD Day (Jnana Deepa) in the Campus on the theme 
“Ek Saath”.  In the evening there was a Cultural 
show. On November 25th and 26th Jnana Deepa 
organized a paper Presentation on “BEYOND THE 
BINARIES” Transgender Identity and Philosophical 
Questions. The Sessions were helpful to all of us to 
relate with our current situation in society and 
made us reflect upon our response to those 
situations. 

 Sch. Jeyaraj Solomon 
 

SATYA NILAYAM, CHENNAI 
We, the first-year philosophers, visited different 
places of worship and interacted with the respective 
Gurus on 29 November as a part of our educational 
tour. This tour opened up our thinking patterns and 
perspectives toward other religions. On the 31 
October Fr Amrit Rai, the Regional Superior of 
Nepal and Fr John Wilfred Lobo, the Provincial, 
were at Satya Nilayam after attending the JCSA 
meeting in Shembaganur. On 4 November, World 
Philosophy Day was celebrated. The theme of the 
day was “Quest for Human Dignity in Conflicting 
World”. Dr M. S Joseph Jacob, Dean of the School of 
Human Excellence and assistant professor of Loyola 
College Chennai, was the main resource person. 
Students from different colleges and seminaries 
made the event more meaningful. There were 
different competitions. The Satya Nilayam 
philosophers were the overall champions. On 8 
November, we had a session on Indian Constitution 
by one of the eminent personalities Justice K. 
Chandru, Former Judge of Madras High Court. At 
the moment we are engaged in preparing for the 
forth coming semester exams which will be held 
from the 1st of December.                                                             

Sch. Joseph Kerketta 



VOCATION PROMOTERS AND PRE-NOVITIATE DIRECTORS MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the Vocation Promoters and the Pre-Novitiate Directors from the South Asia 
Assistancy was held at Matigara from November 24-27. There were 40 participants. The theme chosen for 
the meeting was “Intellectual Formation”. The meeting was animated by Fr Arjen Tete, the ADF and Fr John 
Kennedy took care of the logistics of the meeting. Fr Wilfred Lobo, Provincial of the Darjeeling Jesuits, set 
the tone and tenor of the meeting with his key note address and the homily at the Inaugural Eucharist. He 
spoke on what Vocation Promotion is, the nature of Vocation Promotion, how to sustain a culture of 
vocation promotion, strategic leadership and challenges of vocation promotion. On the following day Fr 
Vijay Alwyn D’Souza (KHM) spent time with the participants dealing with the intellectual formation of 
candidates in the pre-novitiates. Thereafter the participants spent time on productive and fruitful 
interactions with the resource person and among themselves. 
 
In the evenings the participants were given an exposure to the variety of works of the Province in all the 
neighbouring mission stations. The warm hospitality rendered to the participants in all the Jesuit 
communities was well appreciated. Thanks to everyone who stretched themselves almost to the breaking 
point to get the nuts and bolts, the nitty-gritty and readiness to make the meeting fruitful and productive. 
Fr Arjen Tete writes: “Besides lessons from our meeting, we, the participants took away many good 
practices from Darjeeling Province. May God continue to bless you all abundantly in your life-mission in 
North Bengal”. 

Fr John Kennedy 
     

REST IN PEACE 
Fr V. Eugene D’Silva (KAR)  80/62   3 November 
Fr Benjamin Lakra (RAN)  78/57   6 November 
Fr Ronald Sanctis (GUJ)  54/31   12 November 
Fr Marcel Ekka (MAP)  70/52   14 November 
Fr Patrick Tete (RAN)  97/73   26 November 
Mr A. J. Mathai (90), father of Fr Shiju Mathew on 3rd December

 


