
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Prabhu Jisu Residence, Post Box 3, Matigara – 734 010, Dt Darjeeling, West Bengal 

No.10                                          Newsletter of Darjeeling Jesuits                 October~2022 

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM - OCTOBER 2022 
04- Meeting with Donors – Mission Office, Zurich 
05-07 Visit to Damak 
08- COJET Meeting at North Point 
10-11 Visitation – Uttar Salbari 
12-14  POSA’s visit to the Province 
15- SE Commission Meeting with Superiors 

16-17 Brothers Meeting 
19- Social Commission Meeting 
20-21 Visitation – Alipurduar 
22-30 JCSA at Shembaganur 
31- Nov 02 Visitation – Chennai 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 2022 
A Church Open to Everyone: We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the 
Gospel, may the Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living in an 
atmosphere of synodality. 
 

 
LEFT THE NOVITIATE 

                                      Ankit Minj on 10th September   &    Kavirithesh on 28th September 
 

JESUIT ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS OF INDIA (JAAI) 
 

The Federation of Jesuit Alumni Associations of India (JAAI), North Zone Alumni/ae Congress (NJAAI Milan 
2022) was held at St Joseph’s School North Point, Darjeeling, on 2nd and 3rd September. The congress was 
hosted by the Darjeeling Province Jesuit Alumni Associations. The theme of the Congress was “A Fire that 
Kindles Other Fires: Reigniting and reuniting for our Common Home".  Alumni/ae from five different 
provinces comprising Delhi, Kolkata, Patna and Darjeeling that are under the ambit of JAAI North Zone, 
participated in the Congress. Jesuit Fathers from the various Jesuit institutions also graced the occasion. 
There were more than 100 participants in the congress comprising 30 alumni from Darjeeling, Sikkim, Nepal 
and adjoining areas and 41 alumni members from other provinces like Kolkata, Patna, etc.  
 
The programme started with the formal welcoming of the participants on 2nd September, followed by the 
Inaugural session which was held at JMJ Auditorium, North Point School. The session was graced by Shri 
Anit Thapa, a Jesuit alumnus and Chief Executive, Gorkha Territorial Administration (GTA) as the Chief 
Guest and Shri Ponnambalam, IAS, Principal Secretary, GTA & District Magistrate, Darjeeling, as the Guest 
of Honor. Rev. Fr Stanley Varghese SJ, Rector of St Joseph’s School, North Point, welcomed the participants 
and guests with an address highlighting the significance of the Congress and the relevance of Jesuit 
leadership. A special attraction of the evening was a colourful cultural programme performed by the 
students of various schools of Darjeeling.  
 
The second day of the congress was made special with the presence of Shri Prem Singh Tamang (P. S. 
Golay), Hon’ble Chief Minister, Govt. of Sikkim. The hon’ble Chief Minister preferred to deliver his lecture as 



a father of Jesuit alumni since his two sons Mr Aditya Golay and Mr Prabhakar Golay are alumni of the 
North Point School. The hon’ble Chief minister acknowledged the guidance that the Jesuit institutions 
provide to the students which he has witnessed through his two sons. He also promised to gift a footbridge 
connecting the school premises and the school ground. Mr Aditya Golay and Mr Prabhakar Golay also 
graced the occasion as invited guests. Among others, Rev. Fr John Ravi SJ, National Advisor, JAAI and Rev. 
Fr John Felix Raj SJ, Vice Chancellor, St Xavier’s University, Kolkata were also present in the session. Rev. Fr 
John Wilfred Lobo SJ, Provincial of Darjeeling Province, delivered a thought-provoking speech on “Social 
Responsibility and the Role of Jesuit Alumni Associations”.  
 
Reporting/presentations were made by the four provinces under JAAI-NZ on revolving around mapping the 
best practices/experiences of alumni associations for community engagement, society and our common 
home. The house noted the activities undertaken by some of the renowned and active alumni associations 
under the various provinces. The respective presenters highlighted the special initiatives in the wake of 
COVID-19 pandemic and the generic activities undertaken by the alumni associations for community 
engagement. An experience-sharing and brainstorming session in the form of a group discussion/open 
forum was also a part of the deliberations wherein issues like sensitisation of young alumni members, inter-
alumni collaboration etc. were discussed. A special discussion on participants’ orientation towards WUJA 
and JAAI was also a part of the business session.  

 
 
 

GANDHI ASHRAM, KALIMPONG 
Our Parent Guardian Council Representatives of 
each of our 8 Village Zones organised Meetings to 
brainstorm child-related issues in their zone in order 
to prioritise intervention with the support of our 
Health & Community Team. We were extremely 
encouraged by the response of many parents in the 
zones who participated. The team then met to 
debrief, evaluate the meetings and strategise 
intervention in the most vulnerable zones. Our LKG 
and UKG parents have been supporting the school in 
day to day tasks in the kitchen, lunch time for the 
little children and campus cleanliness. 
 
Our Class 8 students organised Teacher’s Day with 
much fanfare and beautiful performances by 
different class groups and soloists. Class 9 and 10 

had their second trimester exams and the parents 
were met to discuss their progress. Class Teachers 
presented class assemblies on a topic chosen by 
their students from the ‘Motivational Display 
Boards’. All students and staff received ID cards, a 
first in the history of the school.  Fr Paul D’Souza, 
our Director observed classes and conducted a 
series of meetings with the Management and the 
staff, providing feedback and inputs for further 
planning. The Assistant Director attended a four-day 
Leadership Enhancement & Animation Program 
(LEAP) for Principals of Jesuit Schools in Kolkata. 
 
We had visitors from Trinity College, Ireland, who 
spent a day at the school interacting with the 
Management and the Music & the Arts Team for 
future partnerships. A group of gap-year students 
and their Lead teachers from Princeton University, 



USA spent a day with interactive activities along 
with our Class 9 and 10 students. Fr Paul sent in a 
video message for the 35th Anniversary of the Jesuit 
Volunteer Service in Germany. The Founder’s Day 
Organising Committee and the Music & the Arts 
Team has been working to prepare staff and 
students for the 95th birth anniversary musical 
tribute to Fr Edward McGuire SJ to be held on 
September 30, at 10:30 am. The school will break 
for Dasai. 

Mr Virgil Vihaan Sequeira 

 

ST XAVIER’S COLLEGE, RAJGANJ 
With the orientation of fresh students on 
2 September the college started functioning in full 
capacity, though admissions are still going on albeit 
trickling in this year. The 3rd and 5th Semester 
students also completed first round of Internal 
Assessment before they went for a month-long puja 
vacation from 30 September. Good news for the 
college is that we have been given green signal by 
the university to introduce Career Orientated 
Programme (COP) in Music. About fifty music 
enthusiasts under the coordination of Ms Rosemary 
Subba have enlisted themselves mostly for western 
music (guitar and keyboard) but also for eastern 
music (harmonium and table) which is set to start 
from November.  The sports enthusiasts, on the 
other hand, are undergoing trials for various inter-
college sporting events to be played at the 
university level. AICUF unit of the college has 
received a new lease of life with the inclusion of Dr 
Pavanvir Kaur and Mr Rajib Lakra to motivate them 
besides constant guidance and animation by Fr Bijay 
Kirti Kindo. On September 20-22, the college also 
witnessed the visit of the Darjeeling Assessment 
Committee (DAC) comprising Fr Sebasti Raj 
(Chairman) and members, namely Fr Paul Coelho 
(Kohima region), Fr Pragasan Chinappan (St 
Joseph’s College, Darjeeling) and Dr Bipransh Kr 
Tiwary (IQAC coordinator of NBSXC). It is expected 
that their assessment reports and recommendations 
will shed new lights thereby, giving a new direction 
to the future of the college. Xavier Niwas 
community also spent a day in recollection on 
‘Practice of the vow of Poverty’ animated by Fr 
Justin Thiraveyam from Namchi community. The 
community was also blessed to have the provincial 
Fr John W. Lobo and his consultors spending long 
hours under stuffy weather in the community for 
the province consult. 

Fr Lalit Tirkey 

ST VINCENT’S, HATIGHISA 
The Loyola Niwas Community joined us for a day of 
recollection on the practice of the Vow of Poverty. 
Fr Justine Thiraveyam moderated the recollection. 
Besides our personal prayer and reflections, there 
was sharing among us the fruits of our prayer using 
the tool of spiritual conversation. The community 
was blessed with the presence of Fr Daniel Raj, 
Rector of St Xavier’s, Patna, prior to his going up to 
Darjeeling for the alumni meeting. 
 
Teachers Day was celebrated on 5 September with 
great pomp as a mark of tribute to the contribution 
made by teachers to society. The celebrations were 
held separately for the primary and secondary 
sections.  
 
In the Bossaers Football Tournament held at 
Gayaganga, our school finished runners up.  Fr 
Brennan Memorial Football Tournament was held in 
Hatighisa on September 14-16 after nearly two 
years. There were nine teams that took part in this 
tournament. On this occasion Fr John Wilfred Lobo, 
our Provincial was the chief guest and Shri Arun 
Ghosh, Sabhadhipati of Siliguri Mahakumba 
Parishad, Mr Montu, a Panchayat Samiti member 
and Mrs. Cathrine Tamang, Panchayat Pradhan of 
Hatighisa were the guests of honor.   
 
On September 27 the school celebrated the feast of 
St Vincent De Paul. Fr Justine Thiraveyam was the 
main celebrant. After the Mass a statue of St 
Vincent De Paul was installed and blessed in the 
school premises at the school facade. Thereafter, a 
quiz competition, an exhibition of art and craft and 
variety of dances were put up by the students.   

 
Fr Lawrence Thanislaus attended a workshop on 
Leadership Enhancement and Animation Program 
organized at Dhyan Ashram, Kolkata, for North Zone 
Principals from September 21-24. The topics dealt 
during this workshop were Ignatian Leadership, 



Transformational Leadership, Academic/Pedagogical 
Leadership, and Organizational Leadership.  Fr John 
Ravi, the CSSE, visited our School on August 30 and 
interacted with the staff and students.  
  
The Parish received the Youth Convention Cross on 
September 4. Thereafter Fr Alex Beck, the Parish 
Priest along with some youth took the cross to every 
village for veneration prior to the Eucharistic 
celebration. On September 18 this Cross was passed 
on to Goomgooma Parish after a short prayer and 
adoration in the parish church. Novena prayers 
were held for the parishioners from August 31 to 
September 8 in preparation for the feast of the 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Fr John Ravi was 
the main celebrant of the Feast Day Mass for the 
public.  

Sch. Prabhu Bhengra 

 

LOYOLA COLLEGE, NAMCHI 
After a break of 13 days, classes for the 3rd Semester 
Students commenced on 29 August. The staff and 
students were put on the right track through an 
orientation programme conducted by Fr Tony John 
of Jamshedpur Province. On 29 August Fr Tony 
conducted personality tests which led to a 
workshop on Integrated Pedagogical Paradigm. On 
the 31st he dealt with various aspects of Ignatian 
Leadership with the teaching faculty of the college. 
The faculty and students were enriched with 
Ignatian values.  
 
The Sikkim University published the results of the 
2nd and 4th Semesters on 30 August and all the 
students obtained above 70% marks. The organizers 
of Nehru Yuva Kendra, Namchi interacted with the 
staff and students on 23 September on the topics 
such as Mobile Photography, Painting, Writing, 
Dance, and Speech as part of Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav in the spirit of Yuva Shakti. Samridh Rai, a 
student of the 3rd Semester conducted a workshop 
on photography on 24 September for the teaching 
faculty and students. This year three new Ph.D 
scholars have been admitted for PhD in Education 
Program. The PhD Course Work began on 26 
September.  

Fr Francis George 

 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, DARJEELING 
The hon’ble Chief minister Mr P.S. Golay, a 
distinguished parent of two Ex-North Pointers, 
attended with his two sons on September 3 “NJAAI 

MILAN 2022” held under the theme “A Fire that 
Kindles other Fires: Reigniting and Reuniting” at St 
Joseph’s School, North Point, Darjeeling. This North 
Zone Alumni Congress was inaugurated by Mr Anit 
Thapa, the GTA Chief Executive. The congress is 
normally held once in three years and was 
organized at North Point for the first time by 
Darjeeling Province Jesuit Alumni Association. 
Delegates of alumni associations from top Jesuit 
institutions of Delhi, Kolkata, Patna, the Northeast 
and Nepal attended the event.  
 
The NM Masters Elocution was held at North Point 
for the Anglo-Indian Schools of Darjeeling in 
September. The Athletics season has begun at NP 
and the boys are participating with enthusiasm. The 
Parent-Teacher Meetings were held, keeping in 
mind the enhancement of the performance of the 
students. Fr John Ravi, the CSSE visited the school 
and interacted with the teaching staff and the 
student body. He graced the occasion as the chief 
guest at the celebration of Teachers’ day at NP. The 
Inter-School Badminton carnival was held at NP in 
which the NP boys had a clean sweep winning both 
at ICSE & ISC categories. Fr Burns Shield Swimming 
Tournament was held at St Augustine’s Kalimpong. 
In this tournament 45 boys participated and 
performed well. The school had the Primary Division 
Fr Bill German memorial quiz competition, in which 
many schools participated from and around 
Darjeeling. There was also a workshop of Arts & 
Crafts held along with a Film Festival for a week for 
the students by a renowned Alumnus Mr Subroto 
Ghosh from Door Darshan Television (DDTV), 
accompanied by his sister Supria Ghosh. 
  
On 25 September Bishop Stephen Lepcha 
administered the sacraments of First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation in the school chapel. 
There were altogether 18 boys who received the 
Sacraments. Fr Leo Thomas, the principal of the 
school attended a five day Leadership Enhancement 
& Animation Programme in Kolkata at Dhyan 
Ashram from September 21-24.  

Fr Anuranjan Ekka 

 

ST JOSEPH’ COLLEGE, DARJEELING 
The college bid farewell to Mr Sonam Lama, 
General Laboratory Instructor, Dept of Zoology, on 
31 August. He retired after serving the college for 
forty years. The college gratefully places on record 
all his selfless and dedicated service to the 



institution and students over the years. After having 
completed the admission to different 
undergraduate programs for the academic session 
2022-23, an induction program was held from 
September 6-8, in batches. The total enrollment is 
about over a thousand of whom majority are girl 
students. The Darjeeling Assessment Committee 
(DAC) team consisting of Fr Dr Sebasti Raj, Fr Dr 
Paul Coehlo, Dr Bipranash Kumar Tiwari and Fr 
Pragasan C visited the college for assessment 
/academic audit from September 15-17. During the 
visit the team interacted with selected stakeholders 
of the college.  
 
The Department of Political Science organized a 
two-day International Conference on “Digital 
Governance and Digital Politics in South Asia” during 
September15-16. There were 49 research papers on 
varied perspectives of the digital in South Asia. The 
main objectives of the conference were to act as a 
forum for presentation, discussion and 
demonstration of comparative research on the 
various aspects of the digital emerging in South Asia 
and beyond. The papers presented by research 
scholars and faculty ranged from e-governance to 
politics, films, culture and journalism. The football 
team of St Joseph’s College participated in the Benu 
Subba Memorial Premier Division League organized 
by Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Sports Association in 
Lebong. The team was runners up in the 
tournament.  

Citizenship is not a subject; it is a way of living. 
Therefore, its learning requires that education 
institutions pay some attention to designing and 
organising purposeful activities for students' 
participation. To impart some real citizenship 
education, St Joseph’s college hosted the District 
Level and Inter College Youth Parliamentary 
Competition 2022. Eight colleges participated in this 
competition on September 23 under four categories 

namely Youth Parliament, Quiz, Essay Writing and 
extempore. St Joseph’s College was the winner in 
Quiz and Extempore competition. The college was 
also blessed with the best Parliamentarian award 
for both male and female category. 

Fr Donatus Kujur 

 

ST PAUL’S PARISH, KURSEONG 
The month of September was marked by two big 
events in St Paul’s Church. On the 11th Rev. Fr John 
Wilfred Lobo, Provincial, had his pastoral visit. The 
visit included the initiation of the parish flag, the 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist, distribution of 
certificates to the Crusvir children for participating 
in different competitions conducted and the release 
of a Nepali Dance-video based on Ignatian 

Spirituality. Fr Peter Jong Lepcha is the composer 
and singer of this song. After the Mass ‘Prem Bhoj’ 
was organized for all the parishioners. On the 24th 
and 25th under the leadership of Fr Alphonse Lepcha 
the parish youth organized the first ever a two-day 
open basketball tournament in Kurseong in St 
Alphonsus School. Ten teams from different places 
participated in it. On the same day the GTA Youth 
Forum held a Chess Tournament in St Alphonsus 
School. Fr Kevin Moktan was away from September 
20-24 at Dhyan Ashram, Kolkotta to participate in a 
workshop organized for the headmasters of Jesuit 
Institutions. 

Fr Peter Jong Lepcha 

 

ST PETER’S, GAYAGANGA 
Fr John Ravi, the CSSE from New Delhi addressed 
the entire school during the hour long morning 
assembly, and then met the staff and students 
separately on 7 September. The school is proud of 
Miss Isneha Minj of Class XI who won the 
extempore speech both at the Phansidewa block 
level competition as well as at the Siliguri 
Educational District Level Youth Parliament 



Competition. She will, now, represent the school at 
the state level in Kolkata.  On the other hand the 
senior students participated in a quiz competition 
held in St Alphonsus School, Kurseong, on 23 
September. It was the first time our students from 
remote rural tea garden villages participated in such 
an event. Such participation gave them good 
experience and exposure.  
 
Fr August Bossaerts Memorial Invitation Football 
Tournament was held in the school after a gap of 
two years. The mega event saw six teams vying for 
the top position. But the host school retained the 
trophy beating St Vincent’s, Hatighisa, in the finals. 
Similarly, St Peter’s lifted Fr Brennan Memorial 
Football Tournament Trophy beating the St Mary’s, 
Pradhan Nagar, in the finals. Moreover, a two-day 
parent-teacher meeting was organized on 
September 28 and 29 in the school. Nirmal Vidyalay 
Pakh (fortnight long cleanliness drive) was also 
observed in the school as per the directives from 
the government. 
 
Fr Cherian John Maliekal attended the annual 
general body meeting of West Bengal Association 
Christian Schools in St James School, Kolkata on 
September 24. There was a gathering of over 450 
heads of schools from all over Bengal, including CNI 
school principals. He also met with different 
education department officials in Bikash Bhavan, 
Kolkata regarding various school matters. Fr Roshan 
Minj participated in the Ignatian leadership 
programme for Headmasters in Kolkata from 
September 21-24.  
 
St Peter’s Parish organized a Teachers Day on 3 
September with a special Mass. The Karam festival 
too was celebrated in the parish with pomp and 
gaiety on 25 September with Mass and karam dance 
competitions.  On the other hand, the Jesuit 
Community had a day of recollection based on Fr 
General’s letter on the Vow Poverty. Fr Joseph 
Victor was the moderator.   

Fr Nabor Dung Dung 

 

MANRESA NOVITIATE, KALIMPONG 
On 27 August, Fr Oshish Tirkey, the Socius and the 
novices went to St Augustine’s School for the 
Annual School Concert. On 28 August, the first year 
novices began their neighbourhood ministry. Fr 
Shaji, after 10 days of Novice Masters’ meet in 
Shillong, returned on 1 September. On 6 September, 

he went to Matigara for a Recollection on Poverty 
organized at the Province level for all the superiors 
and consultors. On the Teachers’ Day we put up a 
short cultural program as an expression of our 
gratitude to our teachers.  Fr Julius Kujur made his 
eight-day Retreat here from 9 September. On the 
12th all the community members gathered at 
Manresa to pray and do a community exercise on 
Tool 1 as a part of the SWOT Analysis towards the 
process of unification.  

Novice Perose 

 

LOYOLA NIWAS, UTTAR SALBARI 
A Teachers Day was celebrated on 3 September. The 
students felicitated the teachers with a variety of 
entertainment programs that have brought the 

students and teachers closer to each other. 
September 8 was observed as a cultural day in 
Loyola School. Students and teachers including 
Jesuits could be seen in the campus in their cultural 
dress. On this day Adivasi, Tamang, Rabha, Bengali, 
Bihari and Nepali Songs and dances were performed 
for the whole school. The purpose was to help the 
children to appreciate their own and that of others’ 
culture. There was an experience of beauty in 
diversity.  Fr John Ravi, the (CSSE) JEA Secretary, 
accompanied by Fr Lawrence Thanislaus and Fr 
Daniel Raj (PAT) visited our school on August 30-31. 
The School football team participated in the Fr 
Brennan Memorial Football Tournament organized 
by St Vincent’s School, Hatighisa, from September 8-
9. The parish Children observed 18 September 
(Sunday) as the Eucharistic Crusaders’ Day.  35 
children renewed their promise to remain as 
members of the crusade. In the evening St Xavier 
School Jesuit Community joined us in the evening 
for Fr Bosco Michael’s birthday celebration. 30 
women of the Parish participated in the synodal 
church animation program held at Binnaguri Parish. 



This was organized by the Diocese of Jalpaiguri. On 
September 25-26 the Community members joined 
the Hatighisa community for their second 
recollection on the theme ‘the vow of poverty’.  

Fr Basil Toppo 

 

VIDYAJYOTI, DELHI 
After finishing his MA exams in St Joseph’s College, 
Bangalore, Sch. Roshan Topno joined Vidyajyoti for 
theology in August. This brings our Darjeeling 
theologians’ number to five. The college has 
resumed the weekly ministry this year after a two-
year gap on account of the pandemic. On 12 August 
we had an extension lecture on “Freedom at what 
cost” by Dr Michael V William, founding president, 
United Christian forum; Dean, Mount Carmel 
institutions Delhi. On 9 August the Tribal Brothers of 
Vidyajyoti performed a Street Play on the 
International Day Celebration of the world 
Indigenous People in Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, 
Delhi. The College attended a Dharna at Jantar 
Mantar on the 4th demanding reservation for Dalit 
Christians. In the first week of September the first 
year theologians had a week-long tirthyatra  to 
Varanashi to have a first-hand experience of the 
divine elements of Hinduism in this holy city. It was 
a part of the course on Popular Hinduism. The 
following week we had mid-term exams.  On 25 
September Vidyajyoti College organised Karam 
Celebration in the residence for the tribal people 
residing close to our college; around 200 people 
took part in this celebration. In the last week of 
September Fr Provincial came to meet the 
Darjeeling scholastics.  

Sch Sujit Minj 

 

NEWS FROM BANGALORE 
The scholastics had an orientation program 
organized by the Rector. The resource person was Fr 
John Lang Bosco.  He gave a thoughtful input on the 
topic “Ready for Changes”. After the Teachers Day 
celebration in the institution, the Scholastics 
conducted a nine-day Novena to Blessed Virgin 
Mary on apt themes in preparation for the Feast on 
the 8th. On the 7th Scholastics went for a short 
pilgrimage to our lady of health at Shivajinagar. 
Thereafter, the community had sessions with the 
KRCR (Karnataka Regional Conference of Religious) 
on "Consecrated for Communion, participation and 
Mission”. To strengthen the bonding among us, the 
superior accompanied us to Chickbellapura for faith 
sharing. This was a very good initiative taken by the 

Superior. On our way back home, we visited a 
famous tourism spot "Nandhi Hills". While Sch. 
Arbind Ekka is glued to his desk preparing for his 
last semester exams, Sch. Romiyo Anthony has just 
begun his new academic year. 

Sch. Romiyo Anthony 

 

DE NOBILI COLLEGE, PUNE 
The feast of St Monica was observed as Mother's 
Day on September 28. The Chotanagpur Cultural 
Association (CCA) organised it in a significant way 
for the mothers in association with the Chotanagpur 
Adivasi Association (CAA). The faithful number was 
more than we expected.   
 
Fr Cedric Prakash of Gujarat Province gave us a 
discourse on " Responding to the signs of our times: 
the need of advocacy” in order to enhance our 
knowledge on what is happening outside. He also 
gave us monthly recollection points on “Mary the 
mirror of Justice” to look at our lives in God’s 
presence.  
 
The second-year philosophy students made a trip to 
several places of worship as part of a class activity. It 
teaches us to appreciate and accept people of 
different faiths as they are. To discuss research 
ethics, Dr Deepthi Gangawane presented a seminar. 
She emphasized the importance and relevance of 
research since those conducting it can contribute 
significantly to society's development.  
 
One of the main Adivasi celebrations, Karam, was 
observed by the community with the lay people. We 
used the opportunity to reaffirm our identity and 
dignity as Adivasis. 

Sch. Ramhorchan 

 

VIDYANITETAN, TRIVANDRUM 
On 02-03 September, we had a session on “Social 
Analysis” by Fr Saji Joseph and Mr. Andrew 
Michael. It helped us to critically analyse the social 
issues happening around us. It was a privileged 
moment in having our PCF, Fr Xavier Alangaram 
who came to visit us on the 3rd and 4th. Onam being 
the traditional festival of Kerala, it was celebrated 
with a great splendour. We had games, fun-time 
activities and a visit to the city to attend the fair. On 
the 27th, we have completed our term exams. At the 
end of the month, we all went on a cultural tour to 
Central Kerala. 

Sch. Aatish Prabhu 



 

BERCHMANS ILLAM, CHENNAI 
Fr Dennis Soosai has completed his course work, a 
requirement for his doctoral studies. He has 
deposited his Herbarium collection of Darjeeling 
hills to Xavier Research Foundation, St. Xavier's 
College, Palayamkottai. Along with his studies, he 
also helps out the Jesuit Migrants Service team with 
the spiritual & counseling needs for the Migrants in 
Chennai. On 16 August, Sch. Samson Basumatary 
attended the annual meeting of Jesuit Youth 
Ministry of South Asia (JYMSA) at Dhyan Ashram, 
Chennai in the place of Fr John Kennedy. The annual 
report of the Darjeeling Jesuit Youth Ministry was 
prepared and sent to him by Fr Kennedy to be 
presented at the meeting.  On 26 August, Sch. 
Samson presented a paper at International 
Conference on Innovative Practices in Commerce 
Management, Humanities and Technology (IPCMHT) 
organized by Patrician College of Arts and Science, 
Chennai. The title of the paper was “Sustainable 
Cities: Assessment of Accessibility to Public Spaces 
in Chennai”. The paper attempts to assess and 
illuminate the accessibility of public spaces (roads, 
pathways, parks, stations, restaurants, shopping 
malls etc.) among men, women and differently 
abled. The paper is being published in the UGC CARE 
Printed List Journal. On 9 September, Fr Xavier 
Alangaram, the PCF, visited Sch. Samson and his 

local superior at Berchmans Illam, Loyola College. 
Sch. Samson successfully completed his third 
semester exams held from 12-17 September.  

Sch. Samson Basumatary 

 

SATYA NILAYAM, CHENNAI 
We were glad to welcome Fr Jerome Stanislaus 
D’Souza (POSA) and Fr Arjen Tete (CSF) on 1 
September. Fr Arjen met the Scholastics on the 2nd. 

He emphasized on intellectual depth, spiritual 
guidance and our vocation in the Society. On the 3rd 

Fr Jerome addressed the Scholastics and he 
enlightened us with the present status of the 
Society and challenged us to be more effective in 
our mission. On 8 September, Fr Xavier Alangaram 
(PCF) visited us. On the same day we had a get 
together of Darjeeling and Nepal Jesuits. Fr Dennis 
Soosai and Sch. Samson Basumatary joined us for 
the occasion. On the 9th we had a Philosophizing 
season by Dr Fr Partric Arokiaraj on the theme 
“smart phones as transitional objects and Potential 
Spaces: A phenomenological study”. We learnt to 
make use of modern technology for our intellectual 
and spiritual growth. At present, many of our 
community members are down with viral fever and 
Sch. Joseph Kerketta is one among them.  

Sch. Anup Minj 

 

Poverty of Spirit 
“Poverty of spirit is an emptying of self so that 
God can fill us with life and love. Our prayer helps 
us grow in spiritual poverty and freedom. Christ is 
the model of spiritual poverty par excellence. 
Christ also lived in actual or material poverty, 
with a lack of material goods. Some people may 
be called to this way of living. Priests, brothers, 
and sisters in religious orders profess a vow of 
poverty, renouncing personal possessions and 
wealth and depending on their religious 
community for their material needs.” By Kevin 

O’Brien S.J.  
 

REST IN PEACE 

 
Fr Vijayanand Marialayam (GOA), 79/61 passed away on 6th Sept. at XTC, Belgaum. 


