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FROM THE PROVINCIAL’S DESK 

In our ego-driven world some people think that humble persons are weak and passive. But when we look 
closely, we notice that the majority of successful people in reality reflect a character of strength. They have 
a clear idea of their abilities and achievements. They acknowledge their flaws and admit their imperfect 
image of themselves. They appreciate the value of everything and accept that there are many different 
ways that people can contribute to this world. 
 

Ignatius thought he knew how his life would go, the kind of person he wanted to become. But the image 
he had of himself was an imperfect one. God saw so much more. It took a cannonball to the legs to shatter 
that imperfect image, to begin the work of discovering a more perfect image, the person God was inviting 
him to become. He consciously chose to put a new focus on his life. 
 

The power of focus is one of the most decisive influences of daily life. Our focus creates our reality. It is up 
to us where we choose to put our focus. Our focus will determine our overall perception of who and what 
we are before God and the world.  During this Ignatian Year let us take time to reflect on St Ignatius’s 
conversion – his cannonball moment – and focus on discovering spiritual insights for our own life to grow 
as men and women of character after the Heart of Christ. 

 

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM 

OCTOBER 2021: 
04- Meeting - Gayaganga 
11-14 Province Congregation, Matigara 
16- Vocation Promotion Team Meeting 
18- Ignatian Year Team Meeting 
20- Inter-Jesuit Parish Program - NP 
24-28 JCSA Meeting, Hyderabad 
29-30 JCSA Recollection with Father General 
31- Leave for Chennai – Visitation 
 
NOVEMBER 2021: 
02- Return to Matigara 
06- Province Consult – Uttar Salbari 
08-10 Visitation – Mungpoo/Sittong 
10-11 LCE, Namchi – GB Meeting 

 
15-17 Visitation – Kainjalia 
18-19 Visitation – Hayden Hall 
20-23 Visitation – Arrupe House 
24-27 Visitation – St Joseph’s School 
 
DECEMBER 2021: 
01-03 Visitation – Kurseong 
08-10 Visitation – Rajganj 
13-14 Visitation – PJR 
18- Province Consult – Kurseong 
 
 
 

APPOINTMENT BY THE BISHOP 
Fr Peter Pappu has been appointed as Vicar 

General of the Diocese of Bagdogra by the Bishop 
of Bagdogra with effect from 1st October.  
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DISMISSAL 

Fr Chiranjilal Kujur has been dismissed from the 
Society of Jesus as of 20th September 2021. 

 
Pope’s Prayer Intentions- October 2021 

Intention for evangelization - Missionary disciples: 
We pray that every baptized person may be 
engaged in evangelization, available to the mission, 
by being witnesses of a life that has the flavour of 
the Gospel. 

 

WERY NIWAS, KURSEONG 
To mark the year of St Ignatius two grottoes - a 
grotto of Our Lady of Good Health and the other 
of St Ignatius - were built in the premises of Wery 
Niwas Jesuit Community, Kurseong. They were 
blessed by Fr Provincial and his Socius on 8th 
September. The program began with a Eucharistic 
Celebration. After the Mass the Ignatian Prayer 
Leaflets and the liturgical hymns in Nepali were 
released. The hymns were composed by Fr Peter 
Jong Lepcha and arranged by Anupam Sundas, 
Reha Sundas and Raymond Lepcha. The lyrics 
were taken from the New Nepali Missal. On the 
same day, the workers involved in the 
construction of the grottos, singers and musicians 
were all felicitated in recognition of their hard 
work. Fr Peter attended the Service of Faith 
Commission meeting in Matigara on the 15th 
September. We were all given a chance to share 
how the Ignatian year was being celebrated in 
our parishes. Family blessings were administered 
in the parish from 20th to 22nd. A community 
Recollection was held on 24th September. Fr 
Kevin Moktan was the resource person. 

Fr Peter Jong Lepcha 
 

NORTH BENGAL ST XAVIER’S COLLEGE, RAJGANJ 
The college was finally accredited with B+ in its 
1st Cycle after the end of almost 1-year NAAC 
process that culminated in Peer Team visit of the 
campus on 10th and 11th of September. Prof 
Pandey, Chairperson of the PT and twice 
former Vice Chancellor of Ranchi University, 
while appreciating our excellent works in 
academic fields recommended involvement of 
research activities and engagement of ex-
students beside some other areas that would 
help us attain higher grades in future.  Although 
we would have definitely liked to have a higher 
grade, it was the first cycle and to mark this 

achievement we had an evening celebration on 
22 September. We thank our Jesuits from 
Matigara, Uttar Salbari, Uttar Panialguri and 
Hatighisa, who had worked here in the past and 
were gracious enough to be present for the 
celebration.  
 

The admissions to the first year degree courses 
are picking up rather slowly this year. After 
having a simple Freshers' welcome on 20th Sept 
we have already started online classes for the 1st 
Semester. The 3rd and 5th Semester students are 
continuing with their online classes hoping for 
physical mode of classes after the Puja vacation.  
Fr Zacheus Dungdung was with us to provide 
inputs for our monthly recollection. Fr Donatus 
Kujur spent a day with us before the GB meeting.  

Fr Lalit Tirkey 

 

ST PETER’S, GAYAGANGA 
The month of August was a very busy time for 
school with the Class XI admissions. Now that the 
admissions are over, the school has begun the 
online classes for them. During this month the 
S.D.O. visited the school for the inspection of 
Midday meal distribution. He was quite 
impressed with the discipline and Covid protocol 
maintained during the Midday meal distribution. 
On 16th September a short farewell program was 
organized for two of our retiring teachers - Mr 
Anthony Tete and Ms Maria Mondal.  On 
11th September Fr Roshan Minj took all the 
teachers of St Peter’s Primary School to Matigara 
for half a day seminar. Fr Zacheus Dungdung gave 
the inputs based on Ignatian Spirituality. 
 

Deacon Anthony Xalxo joined the community on 
12th August for his diaconate ministry. He stayed 
in the community for about a month prior to 
seeking dispensation from his sacred orders and 
his religious vows. Fr Provincial spent a few days 
with us on his annual visitation. The community 
cherished his presence here. In spite of the busy 
schedule in the school Fr Cherian Maliekal, Fr 
Nabor Dungdung, and Fr Simon Kerketta went to 
Jalpaiguri to visit the potential candidates who 
wished to join the society. Br Robert Lakra is very 
happy with the awaited rain for paddy cultivation. 
Fr Maliekal had to fly home on 29th August for his 
mother’s funeral.  
 

In the parish two weeks of catechism classes 
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were organized in preparation of children for 
their first communion. They received the first 
communion on 19th September. Preparations are 
being made for another group of children for the 
sacrament of confirmation. 

Sch. Sujit Minj 
 

JESU NIKETAN, MATIGARA 
Eventful September enveloped Jesu Niketan, 
Matigara! Our Teachers’ Day celebration was 
simple and prayerful. From August our teachers 
are into computer learning at Jesu Ashram. The 
School campus is kept clean, green and beautiful. 
With meticulous planning and apt arrangements, 
on 22nd, 23rd and 25th September we 
distributed dry ration, stationery and books for 
students to their parents. The support and 
cooperation of the parents have been 

commendable. On the 24th our Staff actively 
participated in a program organized for them to 
learn Fire Fighting ways through practical 
demonstrations at Jesu Ashram.  
        Fr Vincent George 
 

HAYDEN HALL, DARJEELING 
Nutrition Day was celebrated in Hayden Hall by 
the MCH Department. Sister Chunku SJC 
conducted a very insightful session on eating 
healthy and maintaining a balanced and 
nutritious diet in our daily lives. Sr Chunku and 
Sujata Lepcha conducted on 10th September a 
session on Suicide Prevention for our 48 women 
beneficiaries from all departments. The session 
was to spread awareness with facts and figures 
on the increase of suicidal rates among the 
youngsters. The Livelihood Department 
celebrated Biswakarma Puja and Teachers’ Day 
on the 17th September. On this day the 
departmental heads were felicitated. In the two 
districts of Kalimpong and Darjeeling, new SHG 
groups were formed and two SHGs were given 
training on Composting. 

 

The testimonials bear witness to the success of 
our Medical Relief Work. This has established a 
sense of trust among communities with regard to 
the training and support provided by the 
Institute. Along with the Medical Relief Work, 
Covid Awareness Program was also held in all the 
centers of Darjeeling and Kalimpong hills. At Uttar 
Salbari we were able to open two local libraries 
for 5 existing centers. There are 122 students 
who come to these centers for their after-school 
study. Fr Basil Toppo, the superior of Loyola 
Niwas, Uttar Salbari, has sponsored two 
bookshelves for the library books. The teachers 
also have been trained to work on library 
management with a humanistic approach 
towards children who are a part of this project. 
There is a plan to open 46 more libraries all 
across Darjeeling, Kalimpong, and Jalpaiguri. 

Ms Prasanna Rai 
 

HLDRC, MATIGARA 
In September several youths from tea gardens of 
Terai-Dooars region benefitted from our various 
programs. As a part of the HLDRC special Covid 19 
outreach program 23 poor girls were sent for 
Nursing training and 10 girls for the Beautician 
course. 15 students have started Computer 
Hardware Training & placement program at 
HLDRC, Matigara. Due to Covid protocol and lack 
of proper infrastructure in the existing campus, 
the number of students is restricted. Since the 
demand for employment training & job 
placement of Graduate students is on the 
increase in the region, HLDRC has been exploring 
various places for such ongoing training & 
placement programs. The present batch is the 
18th batch attending TATA CONSULTANCY 
SERVICES (TCS) program. With this batch the 
centre has been able to train so far more than 
400 students and give them placement.  Thanks 
to Canadian Jesuits International (CJI) and Jesuit 
Missions, UK for their continuous collaborative 
and financial support. 
 

HLDRC continues to extend educational & 
nutrition programs for students from 
economically poor families in tea gardens. We are 
indeed very grateful to Mrs. Patrizia Bianconi, 
the President of SOS India, Italy, for supporting 
this program during this Covid-19 pandemic. 
Regular off-line classes for about 600 students 

mailto:prasannarai12@gmail.com
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are being managed in our study centres. There is 
a good teamwork between HLDRC and the village 
community. The Lok Manch Community Action 
Program is extended to 15 tea gardens as another 
window to capacitate future community leaders 
as per the core objective of the project. 

 
 

Food Relief for Covid affected households and 
very poor households was made possible under 
Right to Food Network (RTFN) in tea gardens and 
a few villages in the districts of Darjeeling, 
Jalpaiguri and Alipuduar. Those who did not have 
ration cards could not avail of government 
rations. In such situations the food relief work 
undertaken by HLDRC was a great help to those 
families in time of distress.  They were given 
a help desk at DOURE SARKER CAMP to process 
their papers for ration cards. 
 
So far HLDRC with other partner organizations 
have been able to reach out to more than 2000 
households across the Terai-Dooars region. 
Thanks to RTF secretariat, Kolkata and Mr Pawan 
Baxla, Coordinator of North Bengal unit. 

Fr Pascal Xalxo 
 

 

LOYOLA NIWAS, UTTAR SALBARI 
On 28th August at Loyola School 363 persons 
were given Covid-19 Vaccines financed by the 
Darjeeling Jesuit Province. It was a big exercise in 
which the entire community and the school staff 
were engaged. Fr Justin Bage and the team had 
done all the background work such as registering 
the beneficiaries in the government portal and 
getting all the details needed before vaccination. 
Vaccination was administered by a team from 
North Bengal Medica, Siliguri. This was a great 
relief to many people who were facing difficulties 
in getting vaccinated in government hospitals.  
 

Fr Bage has gone to attend a two-month Sadhana 

course at Lonavla from Sept 29- Nov 27. The 
school had a Parent Teachers meeting on 29th 
August and a staff meeting on 24th September. 
The construction work of the higher secondary 
wing is in progress under the guidance of Fr 
Bosco. Rt. Rev. Clement Tirkey, the Bishop of 
Jalpaiguri, has given us the permission to open 
churches for the faithful with the instructions 
that we observe SOPs such as a limited number of 
people for worship, use of face masks and 
sanitizers.  A PPC meeting of the parish was held 
on 12th September to plan the parish programs 
for the remaining months of the year. 

Fr Basil Toppo 
 

MUNGPOO AND SITTONG 
The Teachers’ day was celebrated on 5 
September at St Joseph’s School, Mungpoo. The 
offline exams were conducted for class X 
students, keeping in mind the upcoming online 
exams by the council. The school has a new car 
bought with the support of NP community. All the 
three priests joined the main Jesuit community at 
North Point for their annual Ignatian retreat.  
 

At Sittong, the children were asked to celebrate 
the teachers’ day by honoring their parents at 
home for their role as their teachers during the 
lockdown. A drawing competition was also held 
for the students by the Legal Cell of the 
Darjeeling Diocese. A parent-teacher meeting 
was held at school to discuss the improvement of 
the children’s education. The half-yearly offline 
exams are being conducted for the students in 
the School. The Sittong parishioners went to 
Mungpoo Beech Kamaan along with the Fathers 
for Mass and the blessing of the only Catholic 
family over there. The timely help rendered by 
the Province Curia to restore the electrical wiring 
of one of the Catholic houses which was struck by 
heavy lightning is well appreciated.  

Fr Anuranjan. Ekka 

 

SAKYONG 
On 29th August we celebrated the feast of St 
Monica in the church and honored all the 
Mothers after the mass with a small program. On 
4th September Fr provincial along with Fr Xavier 
Alangaram made a visit and offered a Sunday 
mass for the faithful. After the mass Fr Provincial 
met all the animators of the various parish 
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associations. They presented a short report of the 
parish to the provincial at the meeting. On 8th 
September we had a solemn mass on the 
birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary with the crus 
vir children. On 15th Sept, Fr Benny Paul attended 
the JEPASA meeting in Matigara. 

Fr Benny Paul 

 

ST VINCENT’S COMMUNITY, HATIGHISA 
There was a big rush for class XI admissions this 
year for the academic session 2021-22. However, 
the number had to be restricted for various 
reasons.  The classes for primary organized in 
nine villages have been going on well. More than 
75% of students are found to be attending 
classes. Sch. John Lepcha visits the centers 
regularly. The Covid Tests are being conducted 
for the people in the campus twice a week in 
collaboration with Block Health Department, 
Naxalbari. Since 30th September, free vaccination 
Camp supported by Health Department, 
Naxalbari has begun at St Vincent’s School. The 
school celebrated the silver jubilee of Mrs. 
Lawrencia Minj and Mr Nestor Tigga in the 
school in the last week of September. Fr Pascal 
Ekka from St Joseph’s College, North Point, was 
the main celebrant. The Eucharistic celebration 
and the cultural events thereafter marked the 
event. Fr Lawrence Thanislaus and the candidate 
Ritesh took a break and visited the Uttar Salbari 
Community.  
 

Sch Gorakh Rudum has completed the inventory 
of the school successfully. The construction work 
on primary school toilets is in progress. The new 
toilet block is put up with the support of Mrs. 
Patricia Bianconi, the president of SOS India, 
Italy. We remain indebted to her for her love and 
generous support. With the help of Dr Pankaj 
Choudhary a Covid awareness camp was 
organized in the campus for the parishioners on 
26 September. 
 

The Confirmation classes are held in each village. 
Now those who will be administered the 
sacrament of confirmation are called to the 
Parish in groups for further preparation. Fr Alex 
Beck, the parish priest, continues his pastoral 
visits to keep the flame of the faithful alive. He 
attended a meeting of the Service of Faith 
Commission held at Matigara. The Nativity of 

Blessed Virgin Mary and the Foundation Day of 
the FC sisters were celebrated after a nine day of 
Novena. The talks for the novena were given by 
community members.  
 
Fr Marianus Kullu is admitted in Hatighisa 
Palliative Care Center. Fr James Sebastian (CCU) 
spent a week with us experiencing our mission. 
The Province Consult was held at Hatighisa on 7 
September. Fr Alvin Minj and the Community 
took care of them well. Fr Provincial and the 
consultors were highly impressed with our 
hospitality. Fr Sebastian Minj spent a couple of 
days with us while he came to celebrate the 
requiem mass for one of his relatives. The 
birthday of Sch. Gorak Rudum was also 
celebrated in a grand way with the Eucharistic 
celebration. The Jesuits from Xavier Niwas Jesuit 
Community, Rajganj, happened to join us for the 
dinner on the occasion as they had come to visit 
Fr Kullu.  

Sch Gorakh Rudum 
 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, DARJEELING 
The Primary Division had an inter-class quiz 
competition on ‘INIGO 500’ as part of the Ignatian 
year planning. The Primary and the Lower 
Divisions had a drawing competition on the same 
theme as well. The Lower-division participated in 
the first-ever online inter-class elocution contest 
which was a great success. The School held for 
the Upper Division and Senior Division an online 
singing competition in which the students 
showed great interest. With the completion of 
the admission process for new CL-III day-scholars, 
the admission process for new CL-III boarders has 
begun for the academic year 2022-23. The ICSE 
and ISC teachers have been having an online 
teachers’ training program conducted by the 
council.  
 

The North Point community members along with 
the extended community members had their 
annual Ignatian retreat at NP. Fr David Raj SJ of 
Dumka-Raiganj Province directed the retreat. The 
Fathers in the community are actively involved in 
taking turns for Masses at Rimbik and Lepcha 
Busty. Fr Stanley Karakkada, the Rector along 
with Mr Andre Lefevre, the Junior Master went 
to Bhubaneshwar for the Ignatian Leadership TOT 
Program. Schs Joseph P. Toppo and Rasal P. Xess 
of Ranchi Province joined the community for their 
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college studies at St Joseph’s College, North 
Point.  

Fr Anuranjan.Ekka 

 

Loyola College of Education, Namchi 
The result of the course work of three PhD 
students was published on 1st September 2021. 
Three of them have obtained above 90% and the 
process is on for their registration at Sikkim 
University. The IGNOU study centre at Loyola 
College of Education was kept in abeyance since 
2016 -17 due to revised NCTE guidelines 
regarding part-time B.Ed. Now the centre has 
been reactivated for Post Graduate and 
certificate courses in Education. The results of 
2nd Semester and 4th of Bachelor of Education 
(B.Ed.) and M.A. in Education were published on 
2nd September 2021. All the students were placed 
on a scale above 80%. Fr Francis George 
participated in a panel discussion on Higher 
Education during the online World Education 
Summit organized by ELETS on 22nd September 
2021. The inspection team from Sikkim University 

 
 
inspected the college campus and documents for 
the renewal of M.A in Education and PhD on 
24th September 2021. The chairperson of the 
team remarked ‘the college has all facilities to 
become a university’.  

Fr Francis George 
 

JESUIT NIVAS, BANGALORE 
The month of September was filled with 
activities. On 5th September the community went 
to Soluru for fruitful faith sharing. The Annual 
Governing Meeting of BJES was held on 11th 
September. The meeting was presided over by Fr 
Dionysius Vaz, Provincial of Karnataka Province. 
Fr Joy Rodriguez officially took over as the 
secretary of BJES on this day. The community is 

getting ready for the priestly ordinations 
scheduled for 2nd October.  

Sch. Roshan GyanTopno 
 

SATYA NILAYAM, CHENNAI 
In the middle of August, we, the second-year 
scholastics arrived at Satya Nilayam, Chennai, and 
all of us were quarantined for a few days before 
we resumed our classes offline.  At the beginning 
of September Father Stanislaus D’Souza, the 
President of South Asia (POSA) and Father Arjen 
James Tete, the Conference Delegate for 
Formation (CDF) visited the Satya Nilayam 
community. It was a great moment of grace and 
joy for all of us. We shared with them the joys 
and sorrows, consolation and desolation we went 
through during the pandemic. POSA addressed 
the whole community placing before us his 
expectations. On 24th September we celebrated 
Karam festival. It was a moment of togetherness 
with nature.  

Schs. Arif &  Lawrence M. 
 

DENOBILI COLLEGE, PUNE 
After attending Philosophy classes online for 
many months in the respective provinces, the 
first and the second year Philosophers arrived at 
DNC between 18th to 21st September. Shortly 
after the arrival, they were all quarantined for 10 
days. DNC which looked like a haunted house for 
many months in the absence of the scholastics is 
now filled with vibrancy, laughter, giggles, 
chatters and life at full swing! The house was fully 
renovated while the scholastics were away. It 
looks ever old from the outside but forever new 
from the inside. On arrival the philosophers had a 
meeting with the Rector and the Superior 
together. The superior noted that this year for 
the first time in many years there are 
Philosophers from all the provinces across India! 
We count on your prayers. 

Schs. Prabhu & Amar 
 

REST IN PEACE 
Fr Placidius Kujur (MAP)        70/51  4th Sep 
Fr Jean Englebert (CAL)          91/72  7th Sep 
Fr Amritlal T. Xalxo (MAP)     62/39  8th Sep 
Fr K.T. Thoms (DEL)              87/66 10th Sep 
Fr Andrew Francis (CEN)        60/40  10th Sep 
Fr Lalit Kumar Ekka (MAP)     50/30  24th Sep

 


