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FATHER GENERAL’S MOTHER PASSES AWAY – UNITED WITH HIM IN PRAYER 

CURIA NEWS, ROME 
 
Margarita Abascal, mother of Fr Arturo Sosa, Superior General of the Society of Jesus, passed away on 
Saturday, 30 October 2021, in Caracas, Venezuela. All Jesuits and members of the wider Ignatian family join 
in offering Fr Sosa their deepest condolences and assuring him of their prayers for his mother and family. 
 

 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions- November 2021 

Universal intention - People who suffer from depression 
We pray that people who suffer from depression or burn-out will find support and a light 
that opens them up to life. 
 
 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, DARJEELING 
The online classes began at the end of September 
for all UG and PG classes. After a gap of two years 
the MA English course has 33 students enrolled in 
the first semester, its full capacity permitted by 
the North Bengal University. Admissions to the 
UG courses are on to fill in the remaining seats 
lying vacant. Fr John Kennedy made a 
presentation on the topic “Care of Persons” to 
Arrupe House community members as part of the 
Ignatian Year programme. It was followed by a 
fruitful sharing of ideas and experiences by all. Fr 
Paul D’Souza joined the session. Fr K. L. George 
gave a Triddum to the Sisters of Loreto Convent, 
Darjeeling, as they celebrate the 175 years of 
Loreto Sisters’ presence in Darjeeling. Ms. Lucy 
from Jesuit Mission Office, UK, visited the 
community along with Fr Pascal Xalxo and his 
staff to get to know the work done here. Fr Philip 
Abraham from St. Xavier’s College, Lengpui 

stayed in the community for two days after the 
Province Congregation. There have been 
relatively more guests visiting Arrupe House this 
month than the usual number. 

Fr K. L. George 

 

HAYDEN HALL, DARJEELING 
Hayden Hall celebrated the International Day of 
Older Persons on 1st October with our “bajeys 
and bojus“(older grandparents) of Burns Club and 
members from the Individual Health Care Centre. 
A health camp was organized with our visiting 
Doctor Rita Gupta. The program continued with 
lunch and thereafter awareness about old age 
and its benefits and drawbacks. Our Community 
Development Worker Mrs. Sunita Thapa gave a 
presentation on proper lifestyle practices and 
changes that would help them in their old age. 
The Geriatric Care Course Students participated 
fully in this program where they worked as a part 
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of the organizing and executing team. From 
distributing prescribed medicines to guiding the 
older people for movement and seating, the 
students had taken full responsibilities. The 
students also performed dances, songs and did 
role play acts where they taught about 
monitoring an old person’s health at home with 
proper meal and rest. On 11th October we 
celebrated The Girl Child Day for the children of 
the after-school Study Centre. The theme was 
“Digital Generation, Our Generation”. Girls were 
taught about the importance of digitalization in 
today’s world and were made aware of the 
existing scenario of the world, where many 
countries are still facing a lot of gender bias 
issues and the condition of those girls living 
there. The girls were also made aware of their 
rights, about knowing and practicing them to 
empower themselves and others around them.  

Ms. Prasanna Almah Rai  

 

JESU ASHRAM, MATIGARA 
In the beginning of October a tree fell on our new 
temporary kitchen, and another tree fell down on 
the dining hall of the Tuberculosis ward on 19th 

October.  Fortunately the patients were not hurt 
because they had finished their dinner and 
moved out. In the same month, there was an 
autoclave burst in General ward but no staff 
member was hurt.  
 
Three projects - Solar Power, Truss on 
Tuberculosis ward, and Construction of 
Dispensary and General Health and Social 
Service- are going on.  The Solar Power and Truss 
jobs will be completed very shortly. Novices from 
different religious congregations and our tertians 
come to Jesu Ashram for experience.  This is also 

a good place for regency for our scholastics as I 
have experienced myself as a regent here. The 

work of the Good Samaritan continues in Jesu 
Ashram in various forms. After a long break 
because of Covid-19, many deserving patients are 
being admitted and well taken care of. Many feel 
that Jesu Ashram is a home of love and a home to 
be cherished. What motivates and strengthens 
me in my day-to-day activities is the simplicity of 
people. This virtue has indeed made me fall in 
love with the place, work, people and their 
culture. I see new adventures and lots of 
surprises on every new day. 

Fr Julius Kujur 

 

LOYOLA COLLEGE, NAMCHI 

The new academic session for B.Ed. Programme 
was inaugurated by Fr Stanny Sequera, Principal 
of Namchi Public School by lighting a lamp in the 
presence of Jesuits, Teaching faculty, Non-
teaching faculty and students on 6th October for 
offline classes. About 20 students attended the 
World Student Day on 15th October and United 
Nations Day on 24th October through virtual 
mode. Fr Justin Thiraveyam directed a retreat for 
the Jesuits of Xavier Niwas, North Bengal St 
Xavier’s College, Rajganj from 17th to 24th 
October. Entrance test for Ph.D. Programme was 
conducted on 23rd October. 

Fr Francis George 

 

MANRESA NOVITIATE, KALIMPONG 
On 3rd September, Br Gabriel Gurung shared his 
vocation story of religious life with novices. He 
mainly focused on the unique vocation to the 
brotherhood in the Society of Jesus. Similarly, on 
17th September, after his annual retreat, Fr 
Simon Kerketta also shared his significant 
personal experiences of his religious life, namely 
his role in the field of education. Both the 
presentations were enriching and thought-
provoking. On 7th September, we celebrated the 
birthday of Fr Roshan Kiro, the Socius. Manresa 
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community had many retreatants. Schs. John 
Lepcha, Ramorchan Mashangva, Gorak Rudum 
and Jayaraj Solomon made their annual retreat 
from Oct 1st - 9th under Fr Socius. Fr Nicholas 
Tete, SJ (RAN) made his annual retreat from Oct 
8th to 17th.  
 
All the novices were kept busy with various 
academic assignments. On 4th and 5th October, 
the novices, animated by Fr Director and Fr 
Socius, had the intense spiritual conversation 
sessions on the three questions proposed by Fr 
General based on the Universal Apostolic 
Preferences (UAPs). In preparation for the long 
retreat for the first years and a major experiment 
for the second years, a 6 hour-long movie “Jesus 
of Nazareth” was viewed two hours each day 
from 12th - 14th. On 15th Oct, Fr Amrit  Rai, the 
Regional Superior of Nepal Region, came to meet 
the novices of Nepal Region. On 16th Oct, 4 first 
year novices, Anup Lakra, Ashish Topno, Pradip 
Hembram and Sandeep Hansda, and Aatish 
Prabhu, a second year novice, and Fr Shaji, left 
for the Senior Home, Matigara to begin the long 
retreat. The first year novices were given saplings 

to plant before they began their long retreat. On 
17th Oct evening, six priests from Kurseong 
community came to Manresa for a day of 
recollection. On 18th Oct, six second year novices 
went for their major experiments. The truss work 
is going on at the main building of Manresa. Br 
Gabriel keeps himself busy with the maintenance 
work of the house and the campus. 

Novices Sunit Minj and Pilat Narzari 

 

WERY NIWAS, KURSEONG 
On 3rd Oct our parish in coordination 
with Anugalaya and Darjeeling Police, 
organized an awareness program on CHILD 

RIGHTS AND CYBER CRIME. While Mr Brandon 
Sherpa and Mrs Bidya Rai represented 
Anugalaya, two police personnel represented the 
Darjeeling Police. Around 140 
parishioners participated in it.  
 
On 7th Oct Wery Niwas community organized a 
rosary Procession and recitation on the feast of 
our Lady of Rosary in the new grotto of Wery 
Niwas. Around 130 parishioners participated in it. 
From 12th to 15th Fr Peter Lepcha attended the 
Province Congregation at the Curia. As part of the 
Ignatian program, Wery Niwas with dispersed 
community members went on a pilgrimage to 
Manresa, Kalimpong, on 17th and 18th. Fr Kevin 
Moktan was hospitalized at Navjeevan Hospital, 
Gayaganga from 11th to 17th. Bishop Stephen 
Lepcha made his annual retreat in Wery Niwas 
from 25th to 29th.  

Fr Peter Jong Lepcha 
 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, DARJEELING 
The celebration of Rector's day and Ignatian 
Leadership Program on 8th October ushered in 
fresh air as it was after a long time the teaching 
staff gathered in the school premises.   Ignatian 
Leadership Program was conducted by Fr Stanley 
Karakkada and Mr. Andre Lefevre followed by Fr 
Rector's address to the teaching staff. The school 
had its Puja holidays from the 9th October till the 
24th. An online webinar on mentorship was 
organized for classes 9 to 12 students and their 
parents on 11th October. The Primary Division 
inter-class drawing competition was held along 
with Fancy Dress and Dance competition on 25th.  
 
Schs. Evan Basnet and Binod Toppo left for St 
Ignatius parish, Lepcha Busty on the 12th 
afternoon to assist in the Parish retreat from 13th 
to 15thOctober. Schs. Amit Kullu and Rasal Xess 
went to Rajgang on the 13th October. Fr 
Anuranjan Ekka, after his brief stay in 
Northpoint, returned to Sittong. The Inter Jesuit 
parish football match supposed to be held on the 
19th got canceled due to incessant rain. Fr Frank 
Subba went to Tindharia to give a retreat to the 
sisters and Fr Rector to the diocesan clergy in 
Singla from 17th to 22nd.  

Sch. Evan Basnet 
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ST XAVIER’S CHURCH, SAKYONG 
On 2nd October, on the special occasion of the 
birth day of Mahatma Gandhi we had a solemn 
Mass celebrated by Fr Frank Subba for the senior 
citizens of our Parish. Many joined in the 

celebration and shared their life journey 
experiences with the parishioners and they were 
also honored by the parish priest with khada and 
gifts were given to them by the Parishioners. On 
the same day Fr Frank Subba conducted a 
training session for the Parish CLC members. On 
2nd Oct evening 16 mothers along with two SND 
sisters from St John Paul II Parish, Rimbick, came 
on a Pilgrimage to our Parish. They returned to 
their place on the following day. On 10th October, 
Sch. Jeyaraj returned to the Parish after making 
his Annual Retreat at Manresa. On 20th and 21st 
of October a two day recollection on Ignatian 
year was organized for the children, Christeen 

Group and Youth. Sch. Reuell Paul guided the 
recollection. The recollection was based on the 
life of St Ignatius and his Journey of life.   

       Fr Benny Paul 
 

GANDHI ASHRAM SCHOOL, KALIMPONG 
The school continues with online mode of 
teaching and learning. Once in a month students 
meet with their subject teachers individually for 
counseling and feedback regarding their studies 

and wellbeing. On September 4th we had the 
school Governing Body meeting. On the same day 
Mr Shanti Karar, Chairman of Indian Red Cross 
Society, WB State Branch, made a brief visit to 
the school.  Sr Veronica and the nurse, 
accompanied by teachers from the localities pay 
regular visit to the students’ houses.  Fr 
Sebastian James SJ from Kolkata Province spent 
his time with us from 19th to 25th September.  We 
had Durga Puja vacation from 9th – 17th October 
and resumed our online classes from 18th 
October.  

Fr Binod Kerketta 

 
HUMAN LIFE DEVELOPMENT & RESEARCH CENTRE 

(HLDRC), MATIGARA 
October was a festive month when the Adivasi 
community celebrated Karam in tea gardens and 
villages. Due to Covid 19 protocol the celebration 
was organized on a small scale in the region. 
HLDRC staff returned to work after a well-
deserved 10 day Puja break.  ‘Kobo Collect’ 
mobile survey on the impact of Covid 19 was 
completed in October. It was conducted by Lok 
Manch in tea gardens of North Bengal on 500 
Covid affected/vulnerable households, 80 
stakeholders including ASHA Workers, ICDS 
centres, Panchayat members and 8 Covid positive 
families. Focused Group Discussions (FGD) at the 
community level were conducted in 8 tea 
gardens to analyze the Impact of the Covid-19 
under phase-I and Phase-II. It was a national level 
Impact study covering 18 states. The results of 
this survey will be made available for our 
advocacy work. 

 
An impact study of the Anti-Human Trafficking 
project was carried out in Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri 
and Alipurduar districts by Miss Lucy Gillingham, 
Project Manager from Jesuit Missions, UK, along 
with Fr Pascal Xalxo and his team from 3rd to 9th 
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October 2021. Useful interactions and interviews 
were held with project beneficiaries on Anti Human 
Trafficking awareness program, Rescue and 
rehabilitation program and Skills Training and 
job placement for vulnerable and poor girls in the 
region. HLDRC remains grateful to Jesuit Mission, 
UK, for the continuous encouragement and 
support rendered to HLDRC in taking forward 
important programs in remote locations of North 
Bengal. 

Fr Pascal Xalxo 

 

MUNGPOO AND SITTONG 
At Mungpoo the school had a week-long Puja 
vacation. Both the online and offline classes are 
resumed after the break. The admission process 
for the next academic year is in progress. The 
boys of St Joseph’s School, Mungpoo are 
registered for their board exams at North Point 
from this year. The parents here are very happy, 
excited and grateful to North Point for making 
this arrangement. 
 
At Sittong, the half-yearly exams were conducted 
for the students at Infant Jesus School. The 
results were declared immediately after the 
exams. Classes have resumed after a short Puja 
vacation. In the parish, Frs Oshish Tirkey and 
Anuranjan Ekka are actively involved in house 
visits and administering the sacrament to the 
sick.  

Fr Anuranjan 
 

ST VINCENT’S, HATIGHISA 
The month of October witnessed the sacrament 
of Confirmation of 198 young boys and girls 
administered by Bishop Vincent Aind. He 

inaugurated the Synod 2021- 2023 for a Synodal 

Church on 17th October in Hatighisa. It was 
indeed a graceful moment. Two Novices have 
been missioned to Giramuni and Bijoy Nagar for 
their month-long village experience. Fr Alex Beck 
accompanied the parish football team to 
Darjeeling. But due to heavy rains, the all-Jesuit 
parish football tournament couldn’t be held. The 
Marriage preparation classes were held for a 
week by Mr. Ruben, the catechist and his team. 
Preparation for the First communion classes in 
the school premises and different villages has 
already begun. Vaccination camps are being held 
these days in the school. Many people from 

economically poor families are benefitting from 
such camps. 
 

The school has completed the registration and 
verification of the names for class IX and XI for 
the academic session 2021-23. The School was 
closed for the Puja from 11th to 21st October. The 
construction work of the washrooms for the 
primary section is nearing completion. The school 
is grateful to Mrs. Patrizia Bianconi, the 
president of the SOS India, Italy, for the support. 
The offline classes in Villages for the primary 
school students and their response to such 
classes are very good. Schs.  Gorakh Rudum and 
John Lepcha made their annual retreat at 
Manresa, Kalimpong. It was directed by Fr  
Roshan Kiro. In their absence Kavi Rithesh took 
care of the candidates. Fr Philemon Tirkey was 
with us for a week. During his sojourn he fell ill 
and had to be admitted to the Health Center, 
Hatighisa.  

Sch. Gorak  Rudum 

 

DE NOBILI COLLEGE, PUNE 
After a few weeks of thorough cleaning and 
rearranging, our province room is finally ready for 
the use. We are grateful to Fr Jagdish Parmar for 
generously providing us with the space needed 
for province recreation while we were still 
working on the province room. The community 
was graced by the combined visit of the POSA 
and the CDF to DNC campus. Their address to the 
community and the scholastics in particular 
strengthened our vocation. The idea of ‘holistic 
development and heroic leadership’ was 
emphasized. The community celebrated ‘Karam’ 
on 9th of October organized by the Chotanagpur 
Cultural Committee of DNC. The celebration was 
well appreciated by the entire community and 
the guests who attended this program. The 
scholastics were busy writing their semester 
exams from 18 to 23 October. The entire JD 
faculty and students were deeply grieved by the 
sudden demise of Fr Rocha Rosario, a staff at 
Papal Seminary.  

Sch. Prabhu Bhengra 
 

CALCUTTA JUNIORATE, DHYAN ASHRAM 
On 11 September the eleven juniors went out to 
the City of Joy for “Kolkata Darshan” visiting 
Alipore Zoological Garden, Indian Museum and 
Victoria Memorial. It helped us to come to know 
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the ancient historical monuments and artifacts. 
On 23 September eight juniors went for the 
second dose of vaccination under the guidance of 
the assistant Dean, Sch. Manish Tigga. We had 
our monthly recollection preached by Fr Pierre 
Jacob. We took our first terminal examination 
from October 6-9. 
 
Having finished our exams successfully we went 
for puja holidays to a Jesuit community at 
Burdwan. Our five day stay there was well spent. 
We cherished our companionship together, 

acquired knowledge in computer skills taught by 
the senior scholastics and got a taste of the Durga 
Puja by going out for ‘Pandal hopping’. After a 
week of firsthand experience of puja celebration, 
on 21 October we made our presentations on 
Durga Puja Celebrations in the presence of Sisters 
of the Congregation of Jesus and our campus 
Priests. Sch. Manish Tigga along with our Rector, 
Fr Sunny Kunnel, went to Burdwan for a three 
day Scholastics’ Sharing. We began our second 
term on 25 October.  

Sch. Ashish Basumatary 

 
 

DARJEELING PROVINCE CONGREGATION – OCTOBER 2021

The Province congregation commenced on 12th October at Prabhu Jisu Residence, Matigara and it ended 
on 15th October at 4 pm. There were 49 participants including Fr Amrit Rai, the regional superior of 
Nepal. The Procurator and two substitutes were elected during this congregation.  
 
 

REST IN PEACE 
Fr Lawrence C. (DUM)  95/76  3rd Oct. 
Fr Marianus Kullu (DAR)   61/38  11th Oct. 
Fr Linus Kujur (RAN)  69/49  14th Oct. 
Fr Rosario Rocha (GOA)  69/ 51 18th Oct 
Fr Pablo Gil (GUJ)   95/79  20th Oct. 
Br Bernard Singh (PAT)   89/63  26th Oct. 
Fr Sebastian T. (KER)   59/40  27th Oct

  
 
 

Darjeeling Jesuit Province Newsletter – November                                                          6 



 

 

 

Fr Marianus Kullu entered the heavenly abode peacefully at 11.00 am on 

Oct 11, 2021 in the Palliative Care Centre of the Daughters of the Cross, 

Hatighisa. His funeral Mass was held on the following day at St Peter’s 

Church, Gayaganga, presided over by Bishop Vincent Aind, with Fr Wilfred 

Lobo, Provincial, Bishop Stephen of Darjeeling diocese, Bishop Clement of 

Jalpaiguri diocese and Fr Peter Pappu, parish priest of Gayaganga at the 

altar and concelebrated by a good number of priests in the church packed 

with a large gathering of the faithful. Fr Provincial conducted the service 

at the cemetery.  

For the past three years, Fr Marianus was battling with the metastatic cancer. In late 2018 he was 

taken to Kolkata for diagnosis and treatment. When the doctor indicated very little chance of 

improvement, at his request, he was shifted back to Jesu Ashram; there his health improved 

considerably for almost two years under the care of Dr Pankaj Chaudhury. Early this year, his 

condition began to deteriorate in spite of the best of medical care. He was shifted to Navjeevan 

hospital in September and then to Hatighisa where he spent his last days.  

Born in 1960 at Dumki Nagra Toli, Simdega, present Jharkhand, 

Fr Marianus joined the Darjeeling province in 1981. He was 

ordained with four more deacons on 26 October 1996, by the 

Canadian Bishop Terrence Prendergast at Gayaganga, in an 

unforgettable four-hour long ordination ceremony.   

Fr Marianus served in various places in the Darjeeling Province in 
different capacities. In educational apostolate, he taught in 
North Point, Hatighisa, Kurseong, Uttar Salbari, and Matigara. He 
was a true and dedicated pastor who shepherded the flock in 
Tandrebong, Panighata, and Hansqua parishes. He also served as 
the assistant director at the Minor Seminary of Jalpaiguri 
Diocese. He proved that faith triumphs over science. Given just a 
few months of life by the doctors, he lived for another three 
years because of his prayer, simple and disciplined lifestyle, and belief in himself. He readily 
cooperated with the doctors and enjoyed a cheerful, humourous conversation with the visitors. 
Special thanks to Jesu Ashram community that cared for him for three years with dedication and 
love.  

Fr Joseph Victor 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OBITUARY OF FR MARIANUS KULLU SJ 

 

Darjeeling Jesuit Province Newsletter – November                                                          7 


