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PROVINCIAL’S MESSAGE 
We celebrate on 8 September the birthday of Blessed Virgin Mary. When she was born, the world did 
not know who she was. It is a fact that we cannot be certain what the future holds for any newborn 
infant, but we do know that the life of each person has meaning and purpose. Sometimes we don’t see 
how special we are. We forget that God is calling us to do what Mary did. She responded to God with 
joy, haste and perseverance. Hence, as we celebrate the birth of Blessed Virgin Mary, let us remind 
ourselves that God has created each person with love and with a call to something very special in life. 
In this world in which long-lasting values are rejected and everything is changing, in which the 
disposable triumphs, in which it seems people are afraid of life’s commitments, the feast encourages 
us to be men and women who are constant in their good works, who keep their word and who are 
always faithful to their call to something very special in life. 

 

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM - SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

03- North Zone Alumni Meeting 
06-07 Recollection with the Extended Council 
07- Meeting with JEA Secretary (afternoon) 
11- Mass – St Paul’s Parish, Kurseong 
12- Managing Committee Meeting – Gayaganga 

14- Meeting with DAC members 
16- St Vincent’s School, Hatighisa 
22- Meeting with DAC members 
24- Province Consult 
25-30 Visitation – Vidyajyoti 

 

PROVINCIAL’S APPOINTMENT 

Sch. Sawan Rai, Mission Experience, St Peter’s H.S. School, Gayaganga 

LEFT THE SOCIETY 

Sch. Gorak Rudum on 20 August 2022 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Second Recollection on Poverty by Fr Provincial on September 6-7 at Inigo Bhavan.  
 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR September 2022 
FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY: We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity 
of the human person, may be legally abolished in every country.  



GANDHI ASHRAM, KALIMPONG 
The Musical and the Exhibition was graced by the 
presence of many government dignitaries as well as 
important persons from NGOs, Schools of 
Kalimpong and novices from Manresa, besides our 
parents. It was also appreciated by our well-wishers 
around the world who watched the musical on our 
YouTube channel. Fr Binod Kerketta celebrated the 
Feast Mass, marking the closure of the Ignatian 
Year.  
 
Our Health & Community Programme received a 
boost with Dr Sanyukta Liu, a retired CMOH 
Darjeeling coming on board as Medical Officer. 
From weekly medical clinics and de-worming over 
100 students, to providing tetanus shots to 24 
students of the ages 10 and 16 and providing Folic 
Acid and Multivitamins to all students on a regular 
basis, we have aligned our School Health 
Programme with that of the government with 
support from the District Hospital. We have also 
been able to screen and refer over 20 students to 
very kind Doctors. Marissa Dunne, a development 
consultant conducted a needs assessment session 
with Class 10 students. Home visits were made to 
prevent a child from dropping out as well as in two 
cases, which were referred to the DCPU for 
Counseling. Sr. Chunku SJC and her team of 
Community Development Workers from Hayden 
Hall Institute gave an orientation to 100 students on 
herbal gardening and a workshop on making herbal 
medicines to 50 students. 45 bottles of herbal cough 
syrup were prepared. 
 
Our Community Coordinator, Binita Mothey 
organized the visit of the District Magistrate of 
Kalimpong, Smt. R. Vimala, IAS to our school. At the 
end of the orchestra and the chorus performance, 
the DM addressed our students. She toured the 
entire campus and offered to help in any way she 
would be able to. Fr Paul D’Souza, our director, 
conducted the half yearly staff performance review 
and held staff meetings to appreciate the work done 
and put forth a few points for reflection. To mark 
the 17th Death Anniversary of Fr McGuire, staff and 
alumni paid their respects at his grave.  

Mr Virgil Vihaan Sequeira 

 

ST PETER’S, GAYAGANGA 
The Health Department of West Bengal Government 
conducted a vaccination camp for students against 
Covid in the school premises on the 2nd and 12th of 

August. As a part of the ongoing program Fr Roshan 
Minj and Fr Nabor Dungdung attended a seminar 
on “Integrating Your Younger Self” organized at 
Matigara from August 08-12. Fr Joseph Parakkad 
from Sadhana Institute, Lonavla, was the resource 
person. Prior to the Independence Day celebrations, 
the school AICUF students spent a day on cleaning 
the whole campus. After the flag hoisting, there was 
a short cultural program to mark the 75th 
Independence Day celebration. With the starting of 
the new session for Class XI, an orientation program 
was conducted for the newcomers on August 19 to 
create their familiarity with the institution’s 
regulations and academic standards, acquaint them 
with their classmates and teachers. In the non-
academic field, a school football team is being 
prepared for the forthcoming Father Bossaers’ and 
Father Brennan’s Memorial Football Tournament. In 
the recently held Interschool Model Making 
Competition, the school was declared winners in the 
third position.  
 
In the parish Amoris Laetitia was celebrated on 3 
July with the Eucharistic Celebration and a short 
cultural program based on the theme “The Joy of 
Love”.  During the year a number of programs were 
organized on family life with spiritual insights and 
practical wisdom useful for every human couple or 
persons who want to build a family. The celebration 
on 3 July was patently the result of attention to 
what people have lived over many years. 
 
On 24 July a grandparents Day was celebrated. A 
closing ceremony of the Ignatian Year was held in 
the parish on 31 July. Fr Provincial was the main 
celebrant for the occasion.  After the Holy Eucharist 
there was a cultural program and feeding of more 
than 8,000 parishioners as a sign of unity among the 
faithful. This is the result of shared leadership within 
the parish. 
 
A quiz competition was conducted for the Christine 
groups on 14 August as a strategy to make the 
children learn catechism and teachings of the 
Church. On 15 August Mahila Diwas was celebrated. 
About 1000 women participated in this program.  
 
From the community Fr Cherian Maliekal went to 
Kerala on 3 August to take nature cure treatment. 
After taking nearly a month long treatment, he went 
home to be with his 91 years old father. In his 



absence Fr Simon Kerketta held the office of the 
acting superior and the headmaster.  

Fr Nabor Dungdung 

 

ST VINCENT’S, HATIGHISA 
The 75th Independence Day was celebrated in the 
school on 15 August with flag hoisting, march past 
and cultural program. Mr. Montu Ansari, Panchayat 
Samiti Member and Mrs. Catherine Tamang, 
Panchayat Pradhan of Hatighisa were the chief 
guests. They, in their address, reminded the 
sacrifices of the great freedom fighters of the 
country and said that we have to fulfill the 
responsibility we have towards the country with full 
devotion. 
 
Fr Lawrence Thanislaus, the Headmaster went to 
Bikash Bhawan, Kolkata, with Fr Michael Bosco, the 
Headmaster of Loyola School, Uttar Salbari, to 
submit the application for permission to start the 
higher secondary section in Uttar Salbari.  On his 
return from Kolkata, the second term examinations 
were held for the whole school from August 22-26. 
In the area of sports, nine teams have registered for 
the “Brennan Memorial Cup” tournament to be held 
from September 14-16 in the school campus.  
 
Fr John Ravi, the JEA secretary visited the school on 
30 August and interacted with the staff and 
students. His role at the assistancy is to animate 
Jesuit educational institutions to a deeper 
understanding of the Jesuit vision in Education 
especially through the implementation of Jesuit 
education and Ignatian pedagogy. 
 
At the parish level, the Ignatian year was brought to 
a conclusion with the Eucharistic Celebration 
followed by a few Ignatian theme-based dances and 
a football match for the youth. Fr Lawrence was the 
main celebrant for the occasion. After the program 
more than 3,000 parishioners who came for the 
program were fed with the contribution received 
from every family.  
 
On 28 August Monica Diwas was observed. The 
event was attended by more than 700 women in 
their mighty numbers to celebrate multiple 
objectives of the day. Fr Alexius Beck reminded the 
women about the power within them to influence 
the right energies to their partners and children just 
as St Monica did with her husband and child, St 
Augustine. He asked them to carry their 

responsibility as women with love and respect 
wherever they went and more importantly at their 
home, the basis of society. 
 
The national team members of St Vincent De Paul 
Society accompanied by Fr Alvin Minj met the 
members of St Vincent de Paul Society, Hatighisa 
and encouraged them to grow spiritually by offering 
person-to-person service to those who are needy 
and suffering. Fr Fredrick Baraik, on recuperation 
from his stroke, spent a couple of days with his 
sister in Kalchini.  
 
In order to accommodate more boys, the existing 
hostel is being renovated with one more floor. At 
the moment there are 65 boys under the care of 
Schol Prabhu Bhengra and Mr Oliver, one of the 
teachers.  

Sch. Prabhu Bhengra 

 

JESU ASHRAM, MATIGARA 
On 30 July Jesu Ashram celebrated the feast of St 
Ignatius of Loyola. Fr Edward Arokiaraj, the Superior 
of the community presided over the Eucharist. 
Thereafter, on 6 August Rev. Bishop Vincent Aind, 
the Bishop of the Diocese of Bagdogra, paid a visit 
to Jesu Ashram and offered the Sunday Mass for the 
patients, staff and nursing students.  
 
On 2 August the Block Medical Officer of Matigara 
organized a meeting of all the health institutions 
under his jurisdiction to discuss and plan on how to 
take forward children's immunization and other 
public interest programs. Fr Julius Kujur and two 
other Jesu Ashram staff members attended the 
meeting. On 8 August another meeting was 
organized in the Block Panchayat development 
office at Shivmandir to take stock of the 
tuberculosis disease in and around the area and   
how to provide effective treatment to eliminate 
such a disease with the support of the government 
health system.   

 



On 23 August Fr Julius with his team members 
accompanied 18 leprosy patients who had lost their 
legs or limbs to Marwari Yuwa Munch, Siliguri, for a 
prosthesis camp where all the 18 received artificial 
limbs. Another patient who had lost the leg in an 
accident received a wheel chair. Prior to this, a 
medical camp was organized on 21 August at 
Titlidangi with the help of Dr Anand, Sr Julieta, Sch.  
Lawrence and nine nursing students. 

Sch. Lawrence Mudiyappan 

 

MANRESA NOVITIATE, KALIMPONG 
The novices took part in the Ignatius’ feast day 
celebration held at Gandhi Ashram on 30 July. In the 
evening, the novices along with Fr Shaji Joseph 
went to St Augustine’s School for a friendly 
basketball match. On the 31st, the Novitiate 
community joined the Jesuits in Gandhi Ashram for 
the feast day Mass. In the evening a small prayer 
service was conducted for the neighboring priests 
and sisters prior to a feast day meal. An exhibition 
on this day was held on “The Ignatian Year” for the 
guests who came to the house.  
 
Fr Oshish Tirkey, Socius to the Novice Director, 
went to Matigara to attend a five-day workshop on 
‘Integrating Your Younger Self’ from August 8-12. To 
save lives, four first year novices were generous 
enough to donate blood at the Blood Donation 
Camp organized in Kalimpong. On 15 August, the 
feast of the Assumption of Mother Mary and the 
76th Independence Day, Fr Shaji Joseph hoisted the 
national flag and Ashish, a second year novice 
delivered a short independence speech. On the 
same day, the novices went to Kalimpong town for 
an outing. For effective weekly ministry, the first 
year novices are learning Nepali. 

Novice Arun Kumar Thangaraj 

 

LOYOLA COLLEGE, NAMCHI 
Fr Ajay Lakra directed a retreat for two Loreto 
Sisters at Loyola College of Education, Namchi from 
July 15-23. Fr Francis George, on the other hand, 
attended the International Association of Jesuit 
Universities Assembly at Boston, USA from August 
3-6. The assembly was an enriching experience for 
him in terms of interaction with leaders of Higher 
Education regarding innovations in the field of Jesuit 
Education.  
 
The Final Teaching of the 4th Semester Students 
took place on 12 August at Namchi Public School. 

The students exhibited their teaching skills which 
were evaluated by internal and external examiners.  
 
Fr Francis George attended also a four-day 
workshop on Conflict Management, conducted by Fr 
Joseph Parakad at Matigara from August 16-19. 
After attending a training program on SWOT 
Analysis organized for the Superiors at Matigara on 
the 18th Fr Justin Thiraveyam made his Annual 
Retreat at Manresa Jesuit Novitiate, Kalimpong from 
August 19-27. 

Fr Francis George 

 

ST XAVIER’S COLLEGE, RAJGANJ 
Odd semester classes for the 3rd and 5th Semester 
began much ahead of most other colleges under the 
university. However, we are still awaiting the new 
first year students to join the college which will 
happen in all probability from the first week of 
September as admissions are slow in picking up. In 
the meantime, staff and students are taking very 
active participation in co-curricular activities by 
organizing events such as Soil & Water Conservation 
by Nature Club; Youth Against Trafficking Club 
(YATC), organized by Women’s Cell in partnership 
with the Darjeeling-based NGO-Marg. Besides, 
games/sports committee ensured students had 
plenty of involvements and fun in the field through 
inter-departmental football, volleyball and 
basketball matches. 
 
As a part of closing the Ignatian Year, the following 
events were organized: i) recollection and talk for 
AICUF students by Fr Fredrick Baraik; ii) a one-day 
workshop on ‘Orienting our teaching through 
Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm’ by Fr Lalit Tirkey 
and Mr Prasun Banerjee; iii) Ignatian Leadership for 
all staff by Dr Pavanbir Kaur, Fr Bijay Kindo, Fr 
Deven Yonzon and Ms Persis Mukhia; iv) Eucharist 
on the feast of St Ignatius presided over by Rev 
bishop Clement Tirkey of the Diocese of Jalpaiguri. 
Fr Bijay Kindo, the AICUF coordinator took five girl 
students to Chennai for national level program. Fr 
Lalit, after returning from World Assembly of Jesuit 
Higher Education in Boston, joined a four-day 
workshop on Conflict Resolution/Management at 
Inigo Bhawan, Matigara. 

Fr Lalit Tirkey 

 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, NORTH POINT 
St Joseph’s School had a major Ignatian play “Inigo” 
for the entire school to mark the end of 500 years of 



the conversion of St Ignatius. The play was well 
appreciated by the students and the staff. Almost 90 
students participated in this play. The school 
organized an inter-school CL-VIII and below Joraj 
Memorial Football Tournament and Br Anil 
Memorial Football Tournament for the Primary 
Division. In the Primary Division St Joseph’s School 
won the Br Anil Memorial Football Tournament and 
became runners up in Joraj Memorial Cup. The 
school also organized an LD Inter Class Quiz 
Competition which brought a lot of enthusiasm 
among the students. Br Eric Memorial Inter-School 
Quiz was held at North Point in which more than 40 
schools participated. A joint Darjeeling Anglo-Indian 
School ISC Fest was also held at North Point, which 
is a long legacy of four Anglo-Indian Schools in 
Darjeeling.  
 
A 7500 square feet National flag was hoisted on 11 
August by the students, marking the beginning of 75 
years of Indian Independence, which was a joint 
venture by HMI Darjeeling and North Point School. 
The LTS students of CL-XII went to MC Sisters 
Takdah to spend a day with their inmates. The 
students conducted various games, interacted with 
them and served them food. The students had a 
fulfilling life experience.  
 
The Scholastics are having classes in full swing and 
busy with various assignments. The admission 
process for Sch Rohan (DEL) is over, who would be 
studying science in the college. Fr Anuranjan Ekka 
attended a five-day course ‘Journeying into younger 
self’, held at Matigara for the young priests. At 
Lepcha Busty, the Parish Feast Day Mass was 
celebrated by Rt. Rev. Bishop Stephen along with 
the administering of the First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation by the Bishop. The Bishop blessed the 
new extension of the altar as well at Lepcha Busty 
Church.  

Fr Anuranjan Ekka  

 

DHYAN ASHRAM, KOLKATA 
On July 28-29 all the juniors participated in the 
closing ceremony program of Ignatian year at 
Raghabpur School and St Xavier College, Kolkata. It 
was an opportunity for us to visit different 
communities of Kolkata province. On 31 July the 
feast of St Ignatius was celebrated solemnly at 
Dhyan Ashram community. In the evening all the 
juniors and novices had a get together conducted by 

Sch. Sagar Tudu, the in-charge of the juniors. It was 
quite an amusing and enjoyable gathering.  
 

 
The 15th of August was another extraordinary 
event. We had a grand celebration with a long line 
parade led by Sch. Sunit Minj. There were three 
speeches in different languages delivered by Novice 
Nitish Murmu, Sch. Bipin Tikey and Sch. Anurag 
Toppo. In the evening we had a basketball match 
between juniors and novices. On the 20th evening, 
all the juniors attended Gaston Roberge's memorial 
lecture at Nandan theatre. At the same time, we 
also witnessed the release of a book “Gaston 
Roberge” volume-I.  

Sch. Bipin Tiekey 

 

FROM BANGALORE 
Fr Roshan Kiro arrived at Jesuit Nivas Bangalore on 
July 13 and began his orientation program at 
Montfort Institute of Advanced Studies from the 
18th. The Jesuit Nivas community had a farewell 
dinner for Sch Roshan Topno on the 7 August and 
he left for his theological studies to Vidya Jyoti the 
following day. 
 
With the coming of Fr Roshan Kiro we are four 
Province men in the city, staying in three different 
Jesuit communities. From Inigo Sadan, Sch. Romiyo 
Anthony left for his annual retreat to Belgavi under 
the guidance of Fr Francis Fernandez. Sch. Arbind 
Ekka is busy with his daily classes and internal 
exams. He will be completing his course in a few 
months’ time.  
 
Sch. Reuell Paul is staying at Arrupe Nivas 
Community and is a part of the Karnataka Jesuit 
youth ministry team. They were in Bijapur and 
Sindagi during the semester holidays to accompany 
and animate council leaders in the mission stations. 
A guided retreat modeled around MAGIS was 



organized for the catholic students at St Joseph`s 
college of Commerce by them. During this retreat Fr 
Denis Soosai who was in Bangalore for his research 
work, shared his testimony as a priest working in 
the Darjeeling Jesuit Province. After a short 
semester break, the academic year at St Joseph`s 
University commenced on 22 August with Lectio 
Brevis for the staff. 

Sch. Reuell Paul 

 

DE NOBILI COLLEGE, PUNE 
On 5 July we commemorated the first death 
anniversary of Fr Stan Swamy. To keep the legacy of 
his life and mission alive De Nobili 
College organized a four-day event from July 27-30. 
A musical Docudrama on "A caged bird sings" about 
Fr Stan Swamy was organized on July 27 for the JD 
(Jnana Deepa) students and on July 30 for the local 
religious communities. On 28 July a symposium was 
organized by DNC Times on “Stan Swamy: A Prophet 
for Our Times”. It was a paper presentation on the 
life and mission of Fr Stan. On 29 July a Panel 
discussion was held and the speakers were Adv. 
Mihir Desai, Fr Joe Xavier, Fr Frazer Mascarenhas 
and Fr Tony (Director of Bagaicha) who were 
actively engaged in getting Fr Stan out from Taloja 
Jail. On 31 July, the feast of St Ignatius was 
celebrated with the local religious communities.  
 

We have completed our midterm exam held from 
August 12-19. On the Independence Day a hockey 
tournament was organized by the DNC Chota 
Nagpur Cultural Association. This was a great 
opportunity for the Chota Nagpur people to meet 
and to interact with each other. Thereafter on the 
20th all the scholastics went for a picnic to Lonavla. 
It was fun to get drenched in the rain at the picnic 
site. 

Sch. Valerian Kujur 

 

SATYA NILAYAM, CHENNAI 
We, Sch. Joseph Kerketta and Sch. Anup Minj along 
with the scholastics of other provinces, arrived at 
Satya Nilayam on 4 August. Our new life journey 
here at Satya Nilayam began with a two-day 
community orientation program which in a way 
helped us to know each other better. We also had a 
two-day academic orientation to give us a glimpse 
of what we would be learning in two years of 
Philosophy. On 12 August, we had a beautiful 
Chennai Darshan. We visited some of the prominent 
places of Chennai city. On 16 August we began our 
regular classes of the new academic year 2022-23. 
We were privileged to have two days of workshop 
on Social Analysis given by Mr. Sudhir Nag. It 
involved a systematic theoretical and empirical 
examination of the patterns of human behaviour 
within or across the social structure. 

Sch. Joseph Kerkrtta

 

REST IN PEACE 
Fr Gregory Xaxa (JAM)  65/43 7 August 
Fr Rufino Coutinho (GOA)  90/64 9 August 
Fr John D'Mello (PAT)  89/65 24 August 
Mrs. Seema Lama, Sister-in-law of Fr Benoy Lama on 23 August 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

HAPPY FEAST OF NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

“Mary teaches people to experience the joy of Christ and share it 
with others; to never let adversity beat you down; and always help 
those in need with love and merch” Pope Francis 

 

 


