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Prabhu Jisu Residence, Post Box 3, Matigara – 734 010, Dt Darjeeling, West Bengal 

No 1                                     Newsletter of Darjeeling Jesuits                      January ~ 2020 

      

We enter 2020 with uncertainty and insecurity all around. We see persistent inequality and rising hatred, a warring 

world and a warming Planet. But there is hope. The sources of that hope are the world’s young people with 

passion and determination for a change. They are rightly demanding a role in shaping the future. They are on the 

frontlines and in the headlines protesting and speaking out for justice against religious discrimination and politics 

of polarization. The aspiring youth of today are conscious of social justice, human rights and values of freedom. 

They are thinking big and wanting to be better human beings, better persons and better citizens. New Year is a time to better 

ourselves for a better world. Let us stand together with our youth in these turbulent and trying times for peace and happiness in 

2020.  

 
PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM 
January 2020 
04 - Visit to St Xavier’s School, Alipurduar 
18 - General Body Meeting – Jesu Ashram 
20 - Mass at Nanette Niwas, Siliguri 
30 - Meeting for Father General’s Visit 
February 2020  
04 - SASAC Meeting at Chimney 
08 - Province Consult 
12 - Young Priests’ Meeting 
13-14 - JEPASA Meeting 
21-29 - JCSA Meeting at Godavari, Nepal 

 

PROVINCIAL’S APPOINTMENTS 
Br P.D. Vincent – Minister (Additional responsibility), St 
Joseph’s School, Darjeeling 
Fr Augustus Ekka (NEP) – Pastoral Ministry, St Peter’s, 
Gayaganga, w.e.f. 2 February 2020 
Fr Manu Mathew (NEP) – Pastoral Ministry, Sacred Heart, 
Singamari, w.e.f. 1 February 2020 
 

 

GOLDEN JUBILEE OF RELIGIOUS LIFE 
 
Fr Peter Pappu’s Golden 
Jubilee of Religious Life was 
celebrated on 27 December 

2019 at Maitri Hall, 
Matigara. Rev. Bishop 
Vincent Aind presided 
over the Eucharistic 
celebration. A large 
number of Jesuits, Priests 

and Religious participated in the Holy Eucharist and the 
felicitation. It was a moving experience for all those present 
to recount the manifold blessings God bestowed on the life of 
Fr Peter. Congratulations, Fr Peter!   
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HLDRC-LPC-PJG 
HLDRC celebrated its Annual Day on the theme 
“Empowering the Marginalized” on 15 December. The day 
highlighted the milestones of the last six years of the 
existence of the Social Centre. Fr John Wilfred Lobo, S.J, 
was the Chief Guest and Fr Lalit Tirkey, Mr Anil Kumar, 
DIG, CRPF, Siliguri, Mr Debashish Karmakar, DWO, Mrs 
Shanti Kisku, Assistant Commandant, CRPF, Fr Felix 
Pinto, Director of Sewa Kendra and Sr Sheela, FC from St 
Joseph School were special guests.  

Fr Zacheus and Fr John organized a Marriage preparation 
course (Shaadi School) for eighty-two couples at Loyola 
pastoral Centre from 15-22 December. The couples were 
given certificates at the end of the course.  

ST JOSEPH'S SCHOOL, DARJEELING 
The winter vacation began on 4 December.  On 12 
December, the group D staff went to Singla for their annual 
picnic. Fr K. L. George, Fr Leo and Br P. D. Vincent 
attended meetings in Bhutan and Thailand, organized by the 
parents of boarders.  The annual maintenance work is in full 
swing in various places of the campus. The Winter Camp 
2020 will start on 2 January. 

ST PETER’S, GAYAGANGA 
St Peter’s Primary School gave farewell to Ms Mary Rose 
Tirkey on 13 December. She had been a teacher in the 
school for twenty-nine years. The teachers had a Christmas 
celebration on 20 December. The AICUF group of St Peter’s 
High School went to Ashagram for singing carols on 15 
December.  A group of students went to Kolkota for an 
educational tour on 26 December.  
Fr Cherian Maliekal directed an eight-day retreat to a group 
of Sisters of St Joseph of Cluny.  The Parish organized 
‘dharam’ classes for adults from 25 to 30 November.  
‘Shaadi’ classes for couples needing rectification of their 
marriage were held from 9-14 December. All the Priests of 
the community went to different villages of the parish for 
hearing confessions from 10-20 December.  The Christmas 
Day was celebrated with great joy in the parish and in the 
community.  

NORTH BENGAL ST XAVIER’S COLLEGE, 
RAJGANJ 
We had a pre-Christmas celebration on 21 December. The 
students and staff of the Siliguri Campus gave a tearful 
farewell to Fr Ajay Lakra. College management and Jesuit 
community are sincerely grateful for his precious services to 
the College both as in-charge Siliguri Campus and Estate 
Manager, Assistant Hostel Warden and other capacities at 
North Bengal St Xavier’s College. The NSS and the AICUF 
students of the College continued their beautiful tradition of 
reaching out to the underprivileged children and people in the 
surrounding areas before Christmas vacation by singing 
carols and donating warm clothes. Ninety MBA students of 
Xavier’s University, Kolkata accompanied by four staff 
members visited our College on 22 December. They, along 

with our staff and students of NSS unit, had a pre-Christmas 
celebration with the orphan children at Bakoabari. The entire 
College had a festive look as our scholastics and students 
had decorated the entrances and put up beautiful Christmas 
messages and pictures on notice boards. 
 
Fr Lalit and Fr Deven heard confessions at local 
Mongradangi Parish. Fr Gabriel and Fr Xavier celebrated 
Christmas Mass with the inmates of Jalpaiguri correctional 
home.  

NEWS FROM PARIS 
On 9 December we had our community recollection in 
preparation for the Christmas and also for the renewal of our 
vows. We began our Christmas vacation on 20 December. 
On 23 December we had a gathering of all the Indian Jesuits 
on the occasion of Christmas. We exchanged Christmas gifts 
with one another. Among those present were the president of 
our university (Centre Sèvres), the Superior of the community 
and a few other Jesuits from other Provinces.  
Both of us will be participating in the Province Assembly in 
Lyon and after that we will be visiting some other places to 
refresh and regain energy to once again immerse ourselves 
to end well the semester.   

LOYOLA SCHOOL, UTTAR SALBARI 
Fr Bijay Kindo directed a Triduum for St Anne’s Sisters of 
Malbazar. Fr Basil gave talks for the Notre Dame Sisters of 
Binnaguri and the Charity sisters of Champaguri, preparing 
them spiritually for Christmas.   
A large number of the faithful participated in the Eucharistic 
procession during the Solemnity of Christ the King on 24 
November. The procession began at the Adoration Convent 
and ended in the church. Every village of the parish was 
given an opportunity to take part in the Sacrament of 
reconciliation during the advent. All the Priests of the 
community were involved in it. The parish organized two 
marriage preparation courses. The parish youth along with Fr 
Sebastian visited all our Mass centres, nearby Religious 
communities and tea gardens, singing carols. One hundred 
and fifty krusveer children participated in a pre-Christmas 
celebration on 20 December. The youth of the parish 
beautifully decorated the church for Christmas.  Fr Bijay 
Kindo was the main celebrant during the midnight Vigil 
Mass. Fr Basil was the main celebrant for the morning Mass 
on Christmas day. We were delighted that the church was 
filled to its capacity for both the midnight and the morning 
Masses.   

The Christmas get-together for the school staff was held on 
21 December. The new academic session is scheduled to 
begin on 6 January 2020.  

IGNATIAN PRINCIPLES FOR PRIESTLY MINISTRY 
Fr Xavier Binay Kandulna and Fr Pascal Ekka attended a 
workshop on ‘Ignatian Principles for Priestly Ministry’ from 5-
20 December at DNC, Pune.  The workshop was designed 
for young Jesuit priests.  There were fifteen participants from 
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as many as nine Provinces. It was facilitated by five eminent 
Jesuits. It was a quick tour of the charism, character and call 
of our Jesuit vocation based on the Ignatian documents, 
namely The Spiritual Exercises, Testimony & Testament, 
Spiritual Diary, The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus, 
Letters of St Ignatius and the documents of General 
Congregations 31–36. It was an enriching and encouraging 
workshop besides being a break from our ministries in the 
Province. The workshop was a kind of a fine-tuning of a 
young Jesuit Priest to a Priest in the Ignatian and Jesuit way. 
The participants in their evaluation rated it high. We highly 
recommend it for young Jesuit Priests. 

CHRISTMAS IN BHUTAN 
The only thing about Christmas in Bhutan is that it truly is 
"Silent Night."  
During the day it is quiet enough and people would frown and 
look at you if you are loud. The nights are so quiet that you 
can hear the bright stars sing their celestial songs. In Bhutan 
I feel I celebrate the true Christmas without any external 
signs. Christmas Day is a working day and all will trudge to 
work on a cold winter’s day just like another day. Unless you 
switch on a foreign television channel you may not even 
know it is Christmas, leave alone what it means. Some may 
understand it as a western new year because of lights and 
decorations. Save a few Star hotels with a Christmas tree, 
there is literally no sign of anything Christmas in Bhutan. 
  
A friend of mine who at the end of the school year had the 
bright idea to end the school with exchange of gifts and a 
Santa Claus. The person was politely pulled up and 
reminded that it should not be done next year as the children 
would be confused. 
 
So here we are with absolutely nothing external to remind us 
about Christmas. I have no regrets and think it is fantastic so 
that my Christmas is not consumeristic nor external. 
My mind and heart goes back to two-thousand years on a 
cold winter’s day. I can feel the pregnant silence, I can smell 
the straw of the manger, I can hear the Angels sing and the 
joy of the shepherds fill my own heart. Far away I can feel the 
thud of the camels’ hooves of the Magi approaching. The 
pretty town of Bethlem is before my eyes. 
So this Christmas, yes there is nothing external but I will put 
up a little star in my room, and early morning rush out to see 
that morning star to ask it to tell once again that lovely story 
of how God became man to be truly with us. This man was 
called Jesus, Immanuel - God is with us. He was so much for 
us that he gave his life on the cross because that was how 
he felt He could truly love us and much more even after his 
death, he came back, because Love never dies.  
 
This is what I will celebrate and to put this story into action. I 
will open my inn so that the poor Joseph and Mary can come 
in. I will open my house and hearth to share his love with 
poor. This winter some poor boys will come and live with me 
so the story can be lived and my Christmas becomes not 
only ‘A Silent Night’ but a holy night. 

Homily Preached during the funeral of Fr William 
Bourke, SJ on 30 November 2019 

Readings: Romans 10:9-18; Mt. 4:18-22 
 

Friends and well-
wishers of Fr 
(Bill) William 
Bourke,   
 
Fr Wilfred Lobo, 
my Provincial, 
after the death of 
Fr Bill Bourke 
approached me 
with these words, 
“Peter, of all the 
Jesuits in the 
province, you are 
one of the few, 
who have known 
Fr Bourke the 
longest and you 
have been very 

close to him...So, I would like you to be the homilist at his 
funeral Mass.” Yes, I have known Fr Bill Bourke since 1974! 
In the last forty-five years we shared much. What I share with 
you today is my experience of him as my friend, companion 
and mentor. I am not going to talk about his many 
achievements, nor about his numerous scholarly 
contributions to liturgy and literature. What I share with you 
today is my experience of Bill Bourke as a Jesuit Missionary 
Priest. 
I was wondering what readings would summarise his life as a 
Jesuit Missionary Priest. Several passages flashed in my 
mind and every one of them seemed to reflect his life and 
mission. Then I opened the Lectionary to check the readings 
for today. Today the Church celebrates the feast of St 
Andrew, the Apostle. And I thought the readings reflected Fr 
Bourke’s life and mission as a Jesuit Missionary Priest.  
One of St Andrew’s characteristics seems to be introducing 
Jesus to people, introducing people to Jesus. Andrew was 
first a disciple of John the Baptist. When John the Baptist 
recognized Jesus by the seashore and said, “Behold the 
lamb of God,” Andrew left him followed Jesus and stayed 
with Jesus. He comes home to find his own brother Simon 
and takes him to Jesus. Again in John 12:22 we read that 
when a few Greeks approached Philip with the request to see 
Jesus, he took them to Andrew and it was Andrew who took 
them to Jesus. Fr Bourke’s life and mission had been one of 
introducing Jesus to people. His mission as a Jesuit 
Missionary Priest had been bringing people to Jesus. God 
the Father loved His creation so much that He sent His only 
Son as a missionary. His mission was to reveal the true 
image of His Father. Jesus chose the Apostles to continue 
His mission of revealing the true image of His father.  The 
mission of Andrew and other Apostles was to reveal Jesus as 
the true image the Father. And the mission of all of us who 
are baptized in His name is to proclaim Jesus and bear 
witness to Him. 
The Jesuit General Congregation 35 talks about the Jesuit 
mission as follows, “All men and women are our concern for 
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dialogue and proclamation – because our mission is that of 
the Church – to discover Jesus Christ where we have not 
noticed him before and to reveal him where he has not been 
seen before.”(GC35, Decree 2, No.23). And Fr Bourke was 
doing precisely the same thing, of discovering Jesus in new 
places, new missions and in new ways. Like St Paul, Fr 
Bourke too often felt, “Woe to me, if I do not preach the 
gospel.” 
In today’s reading, Jesus calls his first disciples. The 
disciples were all at work, casting their nets into the sea – for 
they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me 
and I will make you fishers of people.” Immediately they left 
their nets, their boats, and their relations.  
Fr Bourke, the only boy in the family with three sisters, 
studied Law. His devout parents had introduced him to Jesus 
and had helped him to hear the call of Jesus, “Follow me.” It 
wasn’t easy to leave his nets and boats, his family and 
friends. But he did. While doing his philosophy, he heard the 
missionaries from China, sharing their challenging missionary 
life. He was inspired to be a missionary. He heard his 
Master’s call, “Come Follow Me.” He left his net, his boat and 
his home to be a missionary. He considered his mission to 
come to India, especially to Darjeeling, as a privilege, an 
opportunity to preach Jesus and to bear witness to Him. 
He believed in proclaiming the Gospel. How can anyone 
have faith, if the Word of God is not preached? How can 
anyone preach if he is not sent? We heard in today’s first 
reading, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring the 
good news!” (Romans 10:15)  
Fr Bourke was aware that he needed to learn the language of 
the people, if his mission of proclaiming and his mission of 
revealing Jesus was to bear fruit. Learning an Indian 
language was not easy but his enthusiasm to proclaim Jesus 
was such that he learnt not just one but several languages of 
the people – Nepali, Hindi and Bengali. We are aware of his 
scholarly contribution to liturgy and literature. His way of 
proclaiming and revealing Jesus, his way of introducing 
Jesus to people will continue to be his legacy. 
Fr Bourke was a visionary Jesuit Missionary Priest. As the 
Regional Superior of Darjeeling Jesuits, he called for a 
Region Assembly in 1975. He emphasised the urgency of 
promoting local vocations. It is providential that he was the 
last of the Canadian Missionaries among us to see the 
growth of the mission under the local leadership. He took up 
residence on the banks of river Mahananda in Siliguri in a 
rented house. He foresaw the growth and the strategic 
importance of Siliguri and the need to begin an apostolate 
among the Bengalis. In fact, on completing his term as the 
Regional Superior, he went to Basanti to learn Bengali 
language. However on his return, he was sent to the hills to 
be the Headmaster of St Robert’s school, Darjeeling. 
Fr Bourke was known for his love for history. He took 
personal interest and great pains to set up the Province 
archives. He wouldn’t throw away a paper without reading it. 
And if found worth keeping it, he would make several copies 
of the same and put those in different folders, hoping to find 

the same later at least in one! He was very organized and 
systematic in all that he did. As the Regional Superior, he 
drove a car, always with a typewriter on the back seat, a 
piece of paper and a pen in his shirt pocket to share what he 
needed to and to take note of things that he had to do. I was 
fortunate to have him as the Socius of the Province during 
my tenure as Provincial.  
He was a very caring person. I remember the days, as 
Provincial, working late night. He would come to the door and 
say, “Better have some rest, kid.” Or when someone came to 
meet me in the afternoon, he would tell them to wait, and not 
to disturb me. In difficult and challenging times, he always 
encouraged and supported. 
Fr Bourke was a good Jesuit Priest always available and 
ever ready to venture into new frontiers.  “Jesuits are never 
content with the status quo, the known, the tried, the already 
existing. We are constantly driven to discover, redefine, and 
reach out for the MAGIS. For us frontiers and boundaries are 
not obstacles or ends, but new challenges to be faced, new 
opportunities to be welcomed”. (GC 34, D-26, No.27) Fr 
Bourke’s life as a Jesuit priest was a true reflection of these 
words of GC 34. He was never content with the status quo 
but always tried new things, new ways of proclaiming Jesus. 
Every new appointment in the Society was a call from Jesus, 
“Come Follow Me.” Every change of place and ministry was a 
new challenge, a new opportunity to reveal Jesus. 
Fr Bourke was a holy Priest. He drew his strength from the 
Holy Eucharist. His knowledge of the Scripture helped him to 
meditate and to imitate Jesus. His retreats, recollections and 
spiritual guidance had certain depth and always much 
appreciated.  
Fr Bourke was a happy priest. A Christian must radiate joy. 
Certainly Bill Bourke radiated his inner joy till the end of his 
life. His hearty laughter was often infectious. Today, we thank 
the Almighty God for calling Bill Bourke to be His priest. We 
praise and thank God for sending him to this part of our 
country as a missionary priest. We praise and thank God for 
the way Bill Bourke proclaimed and revealed Jesus to us. We 
praise and thank God for the life and love he shared with us. 
Thank you Bill for your friendship and for your 
companionship. 
May the merciful Father welcome you to your eternal reward 
which you rightly deserve! You heard Jesus call, “Follow Me” 
and followed Him. Now help us to hear His call and follow 
Him. 

REST IN PEACE 

Fr Joseph Zerafa SJ (DUM)      85/67  30 November 2019 
Fr Felix Gonsalves SJ (GUJ)   71/53  08 December 2019  
Fr Louis Menezes, SJ (MUM)  85/66 09 December 2019  
Fr Edwin Menezes, SJ (PAT)   68/47  18 December 2019  
Fr Fidelis J Packiam (AND)     71/55  26 December 2019 
Fr Civiac Joaquin SJ (GUJ)     87/68  27 December, 2019 
     

 

Retreat:  Fr K.C. Stephen will be offering an Ignatian retreat for Jesuits based on the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus from the 
10-18 May 2020 at Jeevan Dhara, Raignaj. Kindly inform Fr George Uthira (9434873209 or 8972003794) or Fr K.C. Stephen 
(8084564420 or 9474547459) if you plan to attend. 


