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FROM THE PROVINCIAL’S DESK 

One of the most significant sources of trouble in all human relationships is 
misunderstandings, and one huge reason for misunderstanding is that we constantly make 
suppositions. We take our assumptions for real and react to them and from there it’s drama 
all the way. The problem is that most of the time, what we suppose is not even true. 
Assumptions create suffering and destroy friendships and relationships at work, in families 
and in communities. In our relationships, we suppose that the other can read our mind and get mad if we 
can’t guess what we want and don’t meet our expectations. All of this is because we forget to ASK what it 
really means if we don’t understand something.  
 
Asking takes courage. For this we need to have the big picture in our mind. Asking creates clarity. Once we 
know the answer, we don’t need to make assumptions anymore. The truth will be laid out right in front of 
us and we can use our energy for more important things.  When we stop making assumptions, and start to 
ask questions, our communication will reach a new level of clarity, free from mind-movies, imagined worst-
case scenarios and judgment. Once our communication is clear, all our relationships will change 
dramatically. Hence, let us stop making assumptions and start asking questions. It will change everything. 
 
APPOINTMENT BY FR PROVINCIAL 
 

Fr Fredrick Baraik – Teacher & Co-Pastor, Hatighisa 

 

 

 

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM - April 2022 
06-  Diocesan Consult in Darjeeling 
09- Social Commission Meeting 
11- Province Consult in Rajganj 
12- Meeting at SHS, Kurseong 
14-17 Holy Week services 

20-21 Visitation: Kainjalia & Rimbick Mission 
22- Visitation: Singla Mission 
25- Ignatian Leadership Program 
25-29 NZ Provincials Meet in Patna 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Fr Shiju Ackappadickal will pronounce his 

final vows on 22 April at ISI, Delhi. 

 Fr Joseph Pappadil has returned from Kerala 

on 26 March after his medical treatment.  

 Province Assembly from 26th to 28th May  

 
POPE’S INTENTION FOR APRIL 2022 

For the Health Workers:We pray for health care 
workers who serve the sick and the elderly, 
especially in the poorest countries; may they be 
adequately supported by governments and local 
communities.

                Darjeeling Jesuit Province Newsletter - April 2022                                1 



ST PETER’S, GAYAGANGA 
As St Peter’s High School reopened for the new 
academic year, it celebrated Mass of the Holy Spirit 
and had all blocks blessed.  The school vying with 
other schools and colleges of the area won several 
prizes in quiz competition and short-video-making 
competition organized by the State Election 
Commission under BDO of Phansidewa Block on 
creating awareness on the importance of exercising 
the right to vote. The theme was “Your Vote, your 

future.”  Having completed Covid vaccination for the 
age group of 15 -18, the school has now vaccinated 
320 students with the first dose for the 12-14 age 
category.   A seminar was organized for the AICUF 
students on March 12.  The resource person was 
Mrs. Puja Prabha Ekka, professor at Ghoshpukur 
College. A two day retreat for over a thousand 
Catholic students of the High School was organized 
in the school. Thanks to Fr Xavier Dilip VC and Fr 
John Ekka IMS, the preachers from Chopra Retreat 
Centre. 
 
During the Holi holidays, all the teachers of St 
Peter’s Primary School went to St Joseph’s College 
Darjeeling where they attended a seminar on the 
Life of St Ignatius. The talk given by Fr John Kennedy 
was very enriching. After many years of relentless 
knocking at school education department’s office, 
the primary school has a UDISE (Unified District 
Information system for Education). It helps to 
organize and classify all school data.  
 
International women’s day was celebrated in the 
parish on 6 March. During this Lenten season, to 
help the faithful of the parish in their spiritual and 
prayer life, Fathers from Chopra are being called for 
Charismatic retreats. They have already covered 
four villages - Jhariline, Girja line, New line and 
Gungaram. More than 500 couples of the parish 

attended the program given by Rev Bishop Vincent 
Aind on “Amoris Laetita” on 19 March. On the same 
day 30 women from Sakyong came with Fr Benny 
Paul on a pilgrimage to Gayaganga. Fr Joe Victor 
guided the community with his recollection talks on 
Fr General’s letter on poverty. Fr Joseph Xaxa, a 
newly ordained priest of Bagdogra Diocese, has 
joined the community for pastoral experience in the 
parish.  

Sch. Sujit Minj 

 

ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, DARJEELING 
All under graduate classes began in early March 
after the university exams ended in late February. 
The college hosted a one-day seminar for thirteen 
primary school teachers of St Peter’s School, 
Gayaganga conducted by Fr John Kennedy. For 
many of the participants it was their first visit to the 
college and even to Darjeeling. The NCC unit of the 
Indian Army conducted the ‘B’ and ‘C’ Certificate 
exams in the college for all the NCC units of the hill 
colleges. The Indian Air Force gave a career 
guidance programme to the students of the college 
as well. Fr Pragasan Chinnappan and Mr Samir 
Sharma attended a three-day Ignatian Leadership 
programme at Matigara. The Men’s and Women’s 
basketball teams of the college played basketball 
matches in Don Bosco College, Siliguri. Fr Binay 
Kandulna took the NSS volunteers to Wilkinson 
Orphanage to spend a day with the children there. 
The Xavier Hostel boys have started their regular 
activities on competition basis.  
 
Fr K. L. George gave recollections to Loreto and 
Cluny Sisters in March. Fr Binay Kandulna returned 
from Loyola College, Chennai after spending two 
months there working on his doctoral thesis. Fr 
Pragasan has registered for his doctoral research 
programme in Education, at the Don Bosco 
University, Assam. He also wrote the State Eligibility 
Test in Gangtok. Fr Frank Subba and Fr K. L. George 
participated in the Bible Commission meeting held 
at Divya Vani, chaired by Bishop Stephen Lepcha. Fr 
Donatus Kujur attended the Board meeting at St 
Xavier’s University, Kolkata. Fr Frank Subba gave 
Bible classes to the parishioners of Salgari, Sikkim. 
He accompanied Fr John Kennedy to Kalimpong 
area to animate the youth. Fr Pascal Ekka, the ever-
silent worker, has added colour to the college 
campus with all his flowers and cacti.  

Fr K. L. George 
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HUMAN LIFE DEVELOPMENT & RESEARCH CENTRE 
(HLDRC), MATIGARA 

LOK MANCH project under HLDRC passed its test 
and entered its 3rd phase from January 2022 with 
the great support and encouragement from various 
donor agencies in service of the poor and 
marginalized. We remember with grateful hearts 
the Canadian Jesuits International (CJI) in our 
efforts to make greater impact among the tea 
plantation workers, Jesuit Missions, UK in 
addressing the anti-human trafficking and migration 
issues and SOS India, Italy, for enhancing 
community development and social agriculture 
project. 
 
The HLDRC celebrated the International Women’s 
Day in Rajdeep Hall, Bagdogra for the Terai unit and 
at Gairkata for Dooars unit on 8 and 11 March 
respectively. Lecturer Dipti Priya Kujur from 
Kalipada Ghose Mahavidyala, Bagdogra was the 
chief guest at Rajdeep Hall. There were about 230 
participants.   In her speech she focused on the 
theme “Break the Bias” in the area of education, 
gender, social and cultural life. HLDRC also had a 
one-day advocacy seminar at Matigara on Right to 
Information and Land rights for tea workers on 12 
March. About 90 community leaders and few NGOs 
participated in this seminar. Advocate Navin 
Kerketta, a land rights specialist from Kalchini was 
the resource person. He highlighted the procedures 
for claiming land rights with a few success stories to 
motivate the tea garden workers to claim ownership 
of their homesteading land in tea gardens. 

Fr Pascal Xalxo 

 

LOYOLA COLLEGE, NAMCHI 
Loyola College of Education, Namchi was rated as 
EXCELLENT after having assessed on the basis of 
Sustainable Practices related to Sanitation and 
Hygiene, Waste Management, Water Management, 
Energy Management and Greenery. The 4th 
Semester Students have successfully completed the 
sessional work of Pre-Internship. The Final Macro 
Lessons were executed and evaluated internally as 
per the guidelines of Sikkim University.  
 
Fr Francis George participated and chaired the first 
Technical Session of Research Papers Presentation 
in the 6th State Teacher Educators Conference on 24 
March, at State Council of Educational Research and 
Training, Gangtok. Shri M. Bharani Kumar, IAS, 
District Collector cum Magistrate of Namchi gave a 

motivational talk to the staff and students on 25 
March. He exhorted the staff and students to 
cultivate reading habits, to develop skills and good 
health through regular physical exercises and to 
sustain frequency and consistency in our work to 
have a successful life. Loyola College of Education 
Namchi has invited applications for new admissions 
to the both courses - B.Ed. & MA Education 2022- 
2024 Batch. 

Fr Francis George 

 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, NORTH POINT 
St Joseph’s School is currently carrying on with the 
physical classes in full swing. The boarders of 
Classes III-XII have reported to the school by 
submitting the consent letters signed by their 
parents, along with negative COVID test reports. 
The ICSE & ISC boys also have reported to the school 
for their 2nd Semester Board Exams. In the 
meantime arrangements are also made for the 
remedial classes for the ICSE and ISC examinees in 
preparation for their final exams. With the starting 
of off-line classes, the admissions are closed for the 
academic year 2022. 
 
The school celebrated on 18 March the feast of 
Saint Joseph, the school patron, with a Mass for the 
staff and students in the school auditorium. The 
main celebrant for the inaugural mass for the 
academic year was Fr Stanly Karakkada, Rector.  

At North Point it’s the season of Cricket, Basketball 
and Volleyball. During this season a lot of inter-
house and inter-school matches are being held. On 
21 March the school proceeded with the Investiture 
Ceremony in which the Monitors, Head Boys, 
Prefects and Beadles were invested as front leaders 
of the school. This is the third consecutive time the 
school has chosen a School Captain and a Vice 
Captain in the history of North Point.  The North 
Point dispersed community members had a day of 
recollection animated by Fr Cherian Maliekal on 12 
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March on Poverty. Thereafter there was a combined 
birthday celebration of Fr Leo Alphonse, Fr Peter 
Bhujel and Sch. Amit Kullu. 

Fr Anuranjan Ekka 
 

NORTH BENGAL ST XAVIER’S COLLEGE, RAJGANJ 
A flurry of college activities marked the month of 
March ever since we resumed in-person classes. 
One of the most significant initiatives the college 
took this year was organizing Candlelight Peace 
Procession in Siliguri for creating awareness on 
global peace and universal brotherhood in the 

backdrop of Russia-Ukraine conflict. It was attended 
by about six hundred current and past students and 
staff after being flagged off at Siliguri Campus with 
short speeches by Mr Srinivas Patil, SDO, Siliguri 
and Fr John Wilfred Lobo, SJ, provincial superior of 
the Darjeeling province. This event was followed by 
X-uberance (Annual Sports) Day on 16 March, and 
later a two-day Annual Cultural Festival 
(Xtravaganza) was celebrated in a grand manner in 
the presence of a large audience including the chief 
guest, Shri Gautam Deb, the Mayor of Siliguri 
Municipal Corporation. The second day of the 
cultural programme newly christened X-Hilarate 
was fully conducted and managed by the Students 
Council of the college. Fr Deven Yonzon, besides his 
assigned tasks, has been coaching our college 
basketball teams of boys and girls in preparation for 
participation in the Tavern Tournament organized in 
Don Bosco College, Siliguri. 
 
The month was also a blessing to the community. 
After 15 years of its existence in the old balwadi 
house, the present members entered into the new 
residence which was blessed by provincial Fr John 
W. Lobo in the presence of the province members 
of the Secondary Education Commission. During this 
period, Fr Gabriel Tirkey, the superior preached a 
three-day retreat to the Holy Cross candidates at 
Rajganj while Fr Bijay Kindo, the Vice Principal along 

with a lay faculty, Dr Pavanbir Kaur attended a 
three-day seminar on Ignatian Leadership at 
Matigara. 

Fr Lalit Tirkey 

 

MANRESA JESUIT NOVITIATE, KALIMPONG 
The month of March had been quite memorable for 
our novices. Fr John Wilfred Lobo, the Provincial, 
conferred the ministries of Lector and Acolyte upon 
the four first year novices on 10 March during the 
solemn Eucharistic celebration.  
 
On 14 March a wild fire threatened the entire 
campus of Manresa. 16 of us took almost 3 hours to 
extinguish the fire. On March 17, nine of the second 
year novices left for various major experiments in 
villages and hospices. In their absence, the first year 
novices are involved in their regular classes and 
other additional assignments.  
 
On account of poor network in Kalimpong, Fr Shaji 
Joseph had to go down to Matigara to take part in 
the online workshop from 17-18 March.  
 
Fr Roshan Kiro, on the other hand, facilitated a day 
of recollection for six Cluny Sisters on the theme: “A 
Fire Within You” on 18 March. Thereafter, he went 
to Sitong to meet two novices who are in the 
villages for their experiment. It is learnt that the life 
in the village is quite challenging, but enriching.  

Novice Sandeep Hansda 

 

WERY NIWAS, KURSEONG 
St Paul’s Parish organized an annual Novena of 
Grace to St Francis Xavier from March 4-12.  The 
novena was organized based on Ignatian theme. All 
the talks were given by the Priests from the Jesuit 
Community. On 6 March Fr Peter Jong Lepcha had a 
meeting with the parish youth working and studying 
outside. The youth expressed in their sharing that 
they were feeling out of place in the Church on 
account of not being directly a part of any parish 
association. Hence, it was decided to form a new 
group called  ‘Fatima Youth’ for them not only to 
make them feel at home but also to organize 
spiritual activities for the sustenance of their faith.  
Fr Peter and Brandon Chettri accompanied them 
with a day of orientation. There were 22 Youth.  
 
On 12 March a Women’s Day was celebrated in the 
parish as they could not celebrate it on 8 March on 
account of Novena. On the same day Fr Alphonse 
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Lepcha took nine youth to 4th No. Tea Garden for 
‘Walk and Pray’ experience. On the other hand, Fr 
John Kennedy took another eight boys for an 
outing. He gave them some input on vocation and 
thereafter, formed an ‘Inigo club’ with their 
membership.  
 
On 27 March, the parish organized a day of 
recollection with Charismatic Prayer service and 
confessions for the parishioners.  Br Kenneth 
Pradhan led the Charismatic prayer. 
 
Fr Lalit Tirkey visited the community on 17 March 
and had a meeting with the members of the 
community to collect some feedback on the 
implementation of UAPs and efforts made on 
Vocation promotion.  

Fr Peter Jong Lepcha 

 

LOYOLA NIWAS, UTTAR SALBARI 
The School organized an investiture ceremony for 
the school captains, vice captains and class monitors 
on 7 March. As a part of an exposure program, the 
school took its football team for a friendly match 
with KEC School, Ambari, on 19 March.  
 
At the parish level a three-day Charismatic retreat 
was organized in Totapara from March 18-20. The 
retreat was preached by lay persons.  On 20 March, 
around 250 children from Demdima Parish and on 
27 March a group of 80 women from Kalchini Parish 
made a pilgrimage to our parish Church and spent a 
day in prayer respectively. 

Fr Basil Toppo 

 
VOCATION PROMOTION AND YOUTH MINISTRY 

Fr John Kennedy conducted an Ignatian Year 
program from February 24 to 28 in Maheshpur and 
Sadakbari (Nepal Jesuit Mission) for school teachers. 
He also conducted a Youth Program for Maheshpur 
school students. To the catholic students a session 
was held on vocation to religious life. 
 
Fr John Kennedy and Fr Frank Subba organized a 
vocation day in Pedong Parish on 26 March with the 
help of Fr Joseph, the parish priest and Fr Camerus, 
his assistant. Both of them offered the Sunday Mass 
with a focus on promoting vocations to the Society. 
Fr Joseph gave a very inspiring introduction to the 
faithful about life and mission of the Society of 
Jesus. After the Mass the youth desiring to follow 
Christ were invited to attend the Vocation 

Promotion Sessions. More than 50 youth from Class 
IX to XII and a few college students attended the 
program. 

Fr John Kennedy 

 

JESUIT JUNIORATE, KOLKATA 
As a part of the media and communication class, 
with the initiative of Fr George Ponnodath SJ, we 
visited the Observatory at St Xavier College, Kolkata. 
We also visited the tomb of St Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta and spent some time praying at the tomb. 
We were also given an exposure to Educational 
Multimedia Research Centre (EMRC) on 5 March. 
On 10 March  Fr Patrick Vincent SJ, the Dean of the 
Juniorate and the teachers accompanied us to ‘Boi 
Mela’ (Book Fair) held in the city. After writing the 
exam at the assistancy level we went to Alipore 
Zoological Garden on 19 March for a break from our 
hectic Juniorate Schedule.  On the 14th evening Fr 
Arjen Tete SJ, the province procurator, visited the 
community and held a short interaction session with 
us. On 23 March, Fr Rayappan Arulappan SJ offered 
us a few sessions on Household Electricity. In the 
afternoon we travelled to one of the Calcutta Jesuit 
mission stations at Pandua for Social Analysis 
course. It was animated by Frs John Kerketta SJ and 
Anburaj Manuel SJ.  

Sch. Ashsih Basumatary  

 

VIDYAJYOTI, DELHI 
On 5 March we had a day of community recollection 
on the theme ‘the Vow of Poverty’. On the 
‘International Women’s Day’ celebration in the 
college Prof. Dr Kaushal Panwar from Motilal Nehru 
College, University of Delhi, spoke to us with 
authority. Thereafter we felicitated all the women in 
our college for their valuable contribution.  
 
There was a three-day seminar in the college 
organized by the college management on the theme 
‘National Symposium for a Synodal Church’. On 19 
March the community bid farewell to the third year 
students. On 26 March the college bid adieu to Sr 
Shalini, the theology professor, on completing her 
term of service in the college. After the exams, the 
third year students went for a cultural tour to 
different states while the first and second Year 
students are busy with their exams that have begun 
from 28 March. 

Sch. Pankaj Kerketta 
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REST IN PEACE 
Fr Ignace Canis (GUJ)  64/41    6th March 
Fr Philip Thayil (KER)   87/66  18th March 
Fr K C Anthony (JAM)  93/69  20th March 
Fr Joe Prabhu (BOM)   88/73  20th March 
Fr Paulose Mangai (CCU)  64/34   26th March

IGNATIAN LEADERSHIP PROGRAMME (DAR, NEP & KHM)   
The Ignatian Leadership Programme for the North Zone was hosted by the Jesuits of the Darjeeling Province 
from the 21st to the 24th of March 2022. In attendance were delegates from the regions of Kohima and 
Nepal and the Darjeeling Province. The Darjeeling Provincial Fr John Wilfred Lobo named Fr Xavier 
Alangaram as the Convener cum resource person for this convention while Fr Stanley Karakkada and Mr 
Andre LeFevre were the co-resource persons. A total of forty attendees made their way to LPC, Matigara 
among them twenty-three Jesuits and seventeen lay-collaborators. 
 
The workshop began on the evening of the 21st March at 6:00pm with a comprehensive and lucid welcome 
key-note address by the Darjeeling Provincial, Fr John Wilfred Lobo that truly set the tone for what was to 
follow. This was followed by inputs on Dispositions for the Programme and Leadership presented by Fr 
Xavier Alangaram and instructions on the Process elucidated by Fr Stanley Karakkada. The way of 
proceeding for the six modules would follow the pattern of Input- Prayer-Spiritual Conversation and Plenary 
Sessions. 
 
The next three days began with the celebration of the Eucharist by each of the Regions in turn. On Day One, 
Fr Xavier presented The Journey into the Self and Value Based Leadership. On Day Two, it was the turn of 
Mr Andre LeFevre who presented Emotional Development and Team Work. On Day Three, Fr Stanley 
presented the module on Vision Mission and Values of Organisations and  Adaptive Leadership for  Life on 
the Peripheries. The engagement of the delegates especially in the reflective Spiritual Conversations was 
indeed noteworthy. There was a deep level of engagement, prayer and discernment. The delegates all 
affirmed a sense of consolation and witness to the presence of the Spirit that was actively leading, directing, 
guiding and animating us to be leaders with a difference –Leaders competent, self-aware,  emotionally 
sensitive and attuned to the Spirit who animates us towards our Vision and Mission for those on the 
peripheries.  

Mr Andre LeFevre

 JESUITS AND COLLABORATORS FROM DARJEELING, KOHIMA, AND NEPAL 
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