
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Prabhu Jisu Residence, Post Box 3, Matigara – 734 010, Dt Darjeeling, West Bengal 

No.12                             Newsletter of Darjeeling Jesuits - December~2021 

 

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Recollections for Superiors: 5 December 2021 (from 3 pm) to 6 December 2021 (till 1 pm) at Prabhu Jisu 
Residence, Matigara. 
 

PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAM 
DECEMBER 2021 

 

02- Meeting St Peter’s, Gayaganga 
03- ARSI Meeting 
04- DJNB/XESONB – General Body Meeting 
05-06 Recollection – 1 for Superiors 
07- Meeting with heads of Schools (SPPS/SVS/LS) 
08-  G.B. Meeting of LCE 

 General Body Meeting of Sikkim Jesuit Society 
10- G.B. Of North Bengal St Xavier’s College 
11-  Meeting in Kurseong 
12-19 Leadership Workshop in Bangalore 
20-31 Office Work/Community visits 

 

APPOINTMENTS BY FR PROVINCIAL 
 

Fr Alphonse Lepcha: Teacher, St Alphonsus School, Kurseong, in place of late Fr Mangal Kerketta 
(with effect from 12th November).  

Fr Bosco Michael: Headmaster, Loyola High School, Uttar Salbari (with effect from 15th November).  
Fr Sebastian Minj: Vice-Principal, Treasurer of the Community and College, Mizoram, (with effect 

from 24th November). 
 

The Pope’s Prayer Intentions: December 2021 
Catechists: Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may 
they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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HEALTH BULLETIN 
Fr Binod Kerketta had a bike accident on his way back from Sakyong and he suffered multiple fractures in 
his left leg. He was operated in Siliguri on 25th November. He is getting better now in the Senior Home. 
  
Fr Cherian Padiyara had a momentary blackout on 26th November while he was saying Mass. Immediately 
Fr Justin Thiraveyam took him to the nearby hospital and at the advice of the local doctor, he was brought 
down to Siliguri for a thorough check-up. He was admitted to Dr Chhang’s Hospital for observation and 
tests. He was discharged on 29th November. He is recuperating in Prabhu Jisu Residence, Matigara, at 
present. 
 

 
ST JOSEPH’S COLLEGE, DARJEELING 

The offline classes finally began in the college on 16 
November. Students of each semester have their 
classes twice a week, following all the Covid 
protocols. MA English students of both the 
semesters have their classes every day. Fr K. L. 
George has assumed charge as the Director of 
Xavier Hostel after a gap of many years. The hostel 
is nearly full, two thirds being newcomers. Fr 
Donatus Kujur attended the JHEASA Annual 
Meeting held at XIM University in Bhubaneshwar 
from 26 to 28 November, during which time Fr 
Binay Xavier Kandulna was the Acting Principal. Fr 
Pascal Ekka has been on his feet, trying to cope 
with all the demands of his responsibilities both in 
the community and in the college. 
 
After a gap of a few years Arrupe House 
Community celebrated Arrupe Day with around 
fifty Priests and Religious from Darjeeling. The 
evening celebration was preceded by a special 
three-day prayer service in the community. Fr 
Pragasan took a short break in Kalimpong area in 
early November after a marathon work schedule in 
the college. Fr Kandulna has been on the move 
periodically, collecting data for his Doctoral thesis, 
with the help of Fr Donatus Kujur. November 
witnessed a large number of visitors at Arrupe 
House.  

Fr K. L. George 

 

SACRED HEART CHURCH, DARJEELING 
After almost two years of COVID-19 pandemic, 
Sunday Masses have been offered as per the pre-
pandemic schedule from the first Sunday of 
November.  We lost a few members during this 
period. With gratitude to God for hearing our 
prayers, we are moving forward hoping better days 
are ahead. The Holy Childhood children and the 
members of the Christ Ambassadors under the 
guidance of their animators and the senior choir 

members are once again rendering their angelic 
voices on Sunday Masses. ‘Ladies first’ is a cliché; 
Ladies ahead is the new.  The Nari Samaj was the 
first to organize a day of spiritual renewal program 
with Sr Colette, SJC as the resource person. Those 
who participated in this program are still savouring 
the experience.  
 
Being the year of St Joseph, the Catholic Samaj had 
planned many activities but due to the pandemic 
they were either postponed or cancelled.  On 14 
Nov they organized a day of recollection for 
married men to familiarize them with the person 
and the spirituality of St Joseph. Fr Paul D’Souza, 
Director of Hayden Hall and Mr Prakash Thapa, a 
parishioner and the president of DDCA were the 
resource persons of the day.  They both kept the 
‘babus’ engaged during the day and left them 
energized to be better fathers, better husbands, 
better Catholics and above all better humans.   
 
The Christ the King procession was unique this year 
for two reasons: (i)  it started from the roadside 
grotto constructed this year by the people of 
Raniban and (ii) our Hindu, Buddhist and Bihari 
brothers and sisters from Raniban participated in 
the procession.  Fr Pragasan preached an inspiring 
homily at St Michael’s School Grotto. The 
procession ended with a benediction. 

Fr Patrick Pradhan 

 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, NORTH POINT 
St Joseph’s School continues to conduct online 
classes for students as the academic year is almost 
coming to an end. However, the boarders of 
Classes X and XII have reported to the school for 
their ICSE & ISC First Semester exams. Those who 
reported to the school, submitted the consent 
letters signed by their parents along with negative 
RT-PCR test reports. The ISC students have already 
started their exams and the ICSE students begin 
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their exams on 29 November. Keeping in mind the 
pandemic’s effects on the students, St Joseph’s 
organized a two-day, free career guidance and 
counselling fair for students on PD ground at the 
school. There were 12 faculty stalls from different 
fields. Around 450 students from different schools 
and colleges participated in the fair.  

 
The school also organized an online photography 
exhibition for the students of Senior and Primary 
divisions on the theme of ‘Joy & Happiness’. There 
was an online fancy dress competition as well for 
the Primary Division. The heads of Anglo-Indian 
Schools had a meeting at Goethals Memorial 
School to plan out the inter-school activities for the 
academic year 2022.  
 
The undergrad scholastics have begun their 
physical classes in the college. They had a day of 
prayer and faith sharing at La Cardoner, Singla. Fr 
Stanley Karakkada and Fr Frank Subba participated 
in the SYNOD meeting held at Loyola Pastoral 
Centre, Matigara. Sch Evan Basnet is at Sittong to 
accompany Fr Oshish Tirkey for some time. At 
Lepcha Busty the Children’s day was celebrated for 
all the Parish children.  

Fr Anuranjan 

 

ST PETER’S, GAYAGANGA 

On 16 October Deacon Rajen Kujur from Bajru line 
was ordained a priest in the parish for the Diocese 

of Bagdogra. Following the Covid-19 protocol only 
a limited number of people was invited to the 
ceremony. On 19 October Mr Rajat and Sch. Sujit 
Minj took the youth and the Baba football team of 
the parish to St Joseph’s School, North Point. 
Unfortunately due to very bad weather the match 
had to be cancelled. On 21 November Masses and 
processions were held in the parish and villages on 
the occasion of the Feast of Christ the King.  
On 6 November the community organized a short 
evening prayer in the cemetery to commemorate 
the deceased members of the Province. A few 
Jesuits from other communities also joined us for 
the prayer service.  
 
The school campus was teaming with life once 
again from November 16 as the school reopened as 
per the order of Department of School Education, 
Government of West Bengal, after almost two 
years. Canisius hostel, attached to the school, too 
has re-opened with about 50 students taking 
admission. On the school reopening day, a prayer 
service was organized by the teachers. Aptitude 
tests were held on November 27 for the aspirants 
of Class V for the Session 2022. A parent-teacher 
meeting was held for Class XII science students 
during which the headmaster spoke on “the 
importance of responsible parenting and caring for 
adolescent children”, especially in challenging 
times like Covid-19. Parent- teacher meetings have 
been scheduled for all parents of other classes as 
well in the coming days. 

Sch. Sujit Minj 

 

LOYOLA COLLEGE, NAMCHI 
Fr Francis George participated in the curriculum 
Development Committee meeting for drafting 
syllabus for a two-year B.Ed. Program, Integrated 
Teacher Education Program, M.A in Education and 
Ph.D on October 25-26 at the Department of 
Education, Sikkim University. The teaching faculty 
of the college attended a one-day online workshop 
on Vocational Education Pedagogy Action Plan 
2021-22 organized by Mahatma Gandhi National 
Council of Rural Education, Department of Higher 
Education, Ministry of Education, Government of 
India on 30 October.Fr Stanley Karakkada, Ms. 
Poonam Rai and Mr Pius Gurung organized a one-
day orientation on legal awareness for the faculty 
and students of the college on 19 November. Fr 
Stanley highlighted the fundamental rights, right to 
life, need of legal rights to protect fundamental 
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rights, various types of abuses and POCSO Act 
2012. Ms Poonam Rai dealt with sexual 
harassment of women at work place.  

Fr Francis George 
 

MANRESA JESUIT NOVITIATE, KALIMPONG 
The month of November was full of festivals but 
the Novitiate was almost empty on account of the 
“Long Retreat” for the first year novices and the 
“major experiments” for the second years. After a 
month long experiment in Hatighisa, four second 
year novices returned on 16th. On 17 November Fr 
Shaji Joseph, the Director of Novices and seven 
novices returned from Matigara after the long 
retreat in Senior Home and the hospital 
experiment at Jesu Ashram. Our coming together 
as a community was indeed a moment of grace and 
rejuvenation as we listened to the variety of new 
experiences of our men. Fr Shaji left for a home 
visit on November 18. Since then, Fr Roshan Kiro, 
the Socius, has been diligently guiding and 
accompanying the novices. After living in the plains 
for a month, some of the novices have been feeling 
feverish and cold with the climate change. Fr 
Oshish Tirkey was with us for a day. He celebrated 
the Mass for us on 19 November, that being his 
first Mass for us after he was ordained a priest.  
 
Br Gabriel Gurung, the minister, is busy with the 
maintenance of the house. He is engaged in 
supervising the construction of a truss roof in the 
main building. After Fr Binod Kerketta had a fall on 
21 November from the bike, he was treated in 
Manresa from 22 to 24 for his multiple fractures in 
the left leg. He was shifted to Siliguri on 24 
November for an operation in Basu Hospital.  
 
A three-day workshop for the Novices from 22 to 
24 November was conducted by Br Vivek Damien 

Coutinho, a member of the Focolare Movement. 
He enlightened them with the spirituality and 
charism of the Focolare Movement. The Novices 
have come to know not only about the Focolare 
Movement but also the universal call of the Church 
to Unity. On 25 November Fr Socius took all the 
Manresa co-workers to Nokdara for an outing as an 
expression of our gratitude for their service.  

Novice Anurag Toppo 

 

HAYDEN HALL, DARJEELING 
The DCPU in collaboration with many other social 
organizations celebrated “Child Rights Week” from 

14 to 20 November. The officials from Education 
and Livelihoods departments across Darjeeling and 
Kalimpong participated in this celebration. The 
Hayden Hall Institute in collaboration with DLR 
Prerana conducted a Teachers’ Training program in 
the Premises. All the teachers from 50 study 
centres from Kankebong, Uttar Salbari and 
Kalimpong attended the program. The program 
focussed on the need of understanding a child, 
understanding the role of a teacher and effective 
functioning of After School Study Centres. 
 
Ms Nandini Singha, a Teacher from Siliguri centre, 
said, “We learned lots of things - how to be patient, 
how to have a mindset of excellence, and what it is 
to be child cantered”.  Priscilla Giri said, “The 
experience helped us reflect on our existing 
content and different ways in which we could deal 
with the issues of mental health of a child. 
Conversations with a number of teachers of 
different age and communities had different levels 
of experiences that created space for us to learn 
from them and to have a better understanding of 
oneself and others.”   
 
Along with Teachers’ Training, we also organized a 
two-day Training Program in Kalimpong for the 
Community Development Workers (CDW) on 8-9 
November. The CDWs were taught how to do 
SWOT analysis. The workshop also spent some 
time on leadership qualities, mind set, drug abuse, 
parenting skills, health indicators and community 
development. This was necessary to strive for 
developing each individual to his/her full potential.  

Ms Prasanna Almah Rai  

 

ST VINCENT’S, HATIGHISA 
In the Parish, classes were held for eight couples 
who sought to rectify their marriage. On 28 
October their marriages were solemnized. Fr Alex 
Beck attended a three-day seminar on Synod for 
Synodal Church from November 16-18 at Loyola 
Pastoral Center, Matigara. Christ the King feast was 
celebrated in a grand manner. The Villagers 
depicted various events through a mime show. The 
main celebrant was Fr Vincent George. People 
appreciated his thought provoking and short 
sermon.  80 children received the sacrament of 
first communion on 28 October after going through 
a long and rigorous preparation under the guidance 
of Ruben Prachar, Sch Gorakh Rudum, Sch John 
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Lepcha, Sr. Anastacia, Fr Alvin Minj and a few 
committed youth. 
 
The classes resumed for IX to XII from 16 
November. The School became lively and vibrant 
with the presence of students on the campus. A 
National Achievement Survey was conducted of 15 
November by CBSE, Delhi. Results are awaited. 
Mrs. Usha and Ms. Julita attended a three-day 
seminar on Synod for Synodal Church in Loyola 
Pastoral Center, Matigara, from October 16-18. 
Efforts have been made to start NCC in the school. 
More than 200 students have expressed their 
desire to join NCC.  Our Primary School teachers 
are attending Computer classes in the High School. 
Bro. Rithesh and Mr Ravi are involved in teaching 
them the basics. 
 
The Vaccination camp in the campus continues to 
be active. More than 6,000 people have been 
vaccinated as of now. The immediate beneficiaries 
of this camp have been the locals and the poor. Mr 
Vivek Kujur, Bro. Rithesh and Sch Gorakh under 
the guidance of the Headmaster were responsible 
for the smooth conduct of the camp. The hostel 
boys are also back with the reopening of school for 
Classes IX to XII. There are about 35 boarders 
including the potential candidates for the Society 
of Jesus. On 22 November the community gathered 
for a brainstorming and spiritual sharing on how to 
utilize the land on the other side of the river. 

Sch. Gorakh Rudum 

 

WERY NIWAS, KURSEONG 
On 31st October Feast of Our Lady of Rosary was 
celebrated with a procession from St Helen’s 
convent to the parish and ended with Holy Mass. 
Around two hundred faithful participated in it. On 
1st Nov all Souls day was commemorated at the 
church cemetery. From 5th to 7th a parish level 
retreat was organized. The retreat preacher was 
Mr Jerome Sharma. It was well attended and well 
appreciated.  From 10th recitation of the rosary was 

started in the church. On 14th Children’s day was 
celebrated; 35 Crusvir children were taken to visit 
Bengal safari on that day. On 20th we had family 
blessing and cemetery blessing in Ambootia TE.  On 
21st the feast of Christ the King was celebrated with 
a procession from the parish to St. Joseph’s 
convent. Fr David Ekka was the main celebrant.  Fr 
Alponse Lepcha joined the community on 12th. In 
the school regular classes for classes 9 to 12 have 
commenced.  

Fr Peter Jong Lepcha 

 

JESUIT NIVAS, BANGALORE 
St Joseph College resumed classes on campus for 
the III year UG and I & II year PG students on 8 
November.  From 11 to 13 November, Fr Dionysius 
Vaz, Provincial of Karnataka Province, was here for 
the annual visitation of the community. It was a 
moment of grace for the community and the 
visitation was aptly concluded with the Eucharistic 
celebration. On the last day of the visitation, Fr 
Provincial announced the good news that St Joseph 
College would become a university. It is a 
milestone in the history of Karnataka Province. On 
25 November all the scholastics studying in St 
Joseph College organized the inauguration of 
Ignatian Jubilee Year for the catholic students. It 
was held in the college auditorium. The jubilee year 
will continue to be celebrated with various 
competitions and programs for the students and 
staff members till July 2022.  

Sch. Roshan Gyan Topno 

 

REST IN PEACE 
Fr Ignacio Galdos (GUJ)  90/72  4th Nov 
Fr Aemilianus Lakra (MAP) 85/63  4th Nov 
Fr Edmund Carrasco (BOM)  78/63  16th Nov 
Fr Cyriac Kulirany (KER) 82/64      21st Nov 
Fr Theodore Bowling (PAT)  97/80)  22nd Nov 
Fr Edwin J. Daly(DEL)   94/76)  25th Nov 
 

 “The difference between human felicity and the 

cross of Christ is this, that on tasting the former we 

loathe it, but the more we drink of the latter, the 

greater is our thirst”- St Ignatius of Loyola. 
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